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Lent 2: John 3. 1-17 
12 March 2017: Wesley 9am & 10.30am 
Peter Walker 
 

The wind blows where it chooses, you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from, or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit. (John 3: 8) 
 
My parents lived for many years near the beach at Freshwater, in Sydney. That 
beach is part of my DNA. The morning weather was usually still at Freshwater Beach 
and that was the best time of the day to be out and about - swimming, playing on 
the sand, walking on the rocks; all those good things about summer holidays. The 
January weather after lunch often turned hot, but if the wind moved in during the 
afternoon, it was fantastic. It would tackle the heat for you. It was refreshing. It was 
restoring. In the same way, my unit here in Canberra has a balcony and, especially at 
the end of a hot day, if there is any breeze to speak of, I love to sit on that balcony, 
in the darkness, with the stars overhead, and allow the breeze to revive me.  
 
We are told here in John 3 that Nicodemus visited Jesus by night. I wonder if it was a 
hot evening when Nicodemus spoke with Jesus about new life, and the kingdom of 
God, and what it means to be born again? I wonder if a breeze came in and began to 
cool them as they spoke? An evening breeze would have touched Nicodemus’ skin 
like cool water; like new life.  
 
The story of Nicodemus is more interesting that it may seem at first glance. The 
reading begins this way. “Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of 
the Jews, [who] came to visit Jesus by night.” Why is he coming under the cover of 
darkness? I wonder what Nicodemus is hiding? 
 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a leader of the Jews. This means, first of all, that he 
was educated to a level well beyond most people of his day; it means that he would 
have held wealth well beyond most people of his day. And it means he is a man who 
enjoyed great status in the community. There are 2 other passages in the Bible that 
refer to Nicodemus, and one of those readings has him addressing the Sanhedrin (Jn 
7: 50-52). No one addressed the Sanhedrin unless they held great status. It was the 
judicial body that held authority over Jews within Palestine, and beyond. We may 
safely assume that Nicodemus, addressor of the Sanhedrin, was ranked among ‘the 
powers that be’. 
 
So Nicodemus has clearly made it. He has achieved a lot. But, actually, that is the 
least interesting thing about him. What intrigues me is that he is an accomplished 
man who comes in secret, under the cover of night, because he recognises that all 
of this will amount to nothing but emptiness if it is all that he has. He is looking for 
the one thing that he knows he cannot be without.  
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‘Teacher, how can I take that which is inside me feeling empty, and make it 
feel full?’  

 
Nicodemus probably comes at night because he is embarrassed – but night also has 
a symbolic purpose. Words and images about light and darkness are everywhere in 
John. Jesus himself is variously described as ‘the light shining in the darkness’, ‘the 
light of the world’, and ‘the true light that enlightens everyone’.  
 
Nicodemus is in the dark. And longing for light, he meets the One we would now 
describe as the light of the world. 
 
Yet the enlightenment that Nicodemus receives is unusual. Jesus tells Nicodemus he 
needs to be born from above, and he needs to listen to the wind. I wonder if the 
stars were bright in the night-sky when Jesus spoke about being born from above? I 
wonder if a cool wind was blowing over the two men as they talked? I can imagine 
him saying … 
 

‘God, Nicodemus, is like the wind. Something (someone) you feel, rather than 
understand. Someone that will refresh and comfort like the wind and shine 
light into darkness like the stars. God’s there strongly at times, but seemingly 
gone at other times - like the wind blowing hard or the wind falling still. You 
do not reach God … God reaches you. 

 
And I can picture Nicodemus with his head in his hands … 
 

‘But how can I know?’ 
 
Listen to the wind, Nicodemus, “[it] blows where it chooses; you hear the sound of 
it, but you won’t not know where it comes from, or where it goes”. 
 
During the course of their conversation, Nicodemus seems not to understand Jesus 
at all. There is a disconnect. Like some other characters in John’s Gospel, Nicodemus 
is a literalist. He takes the ‘born again’ answer literally and wonders how he could 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb. And in taking Jesus’ words literally, he 
completely misses the point.  
 
Nicodemus is an educated person but he must now learn to embrace the mystery of 
God. And Nicodemus has achieved mastery over his life, but be must now learn how 
to achieve humility. These are two of the most important journeys of the Christian 
faith: from anxiety for knowledge to the embrace of mystery; from a striving after 
mastery toward the freedom of humility.  
 

……………………………… 
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This conversation closes without our having any clue whatsoever about the 
outcome. Did Nicodemus find what he was looking for? Even though he misses the 
point here, there are signs that Nicodemus did.  
 
Firstly, his very presence talking with Jesus is an indication that Nicodemus has 
already reached an important place – he recognises his need. He feels the emptiness 
of equating wealth and accomplishments with happiness and peace. He has begun 
the movement from darkness to light. 
 
Secondly, I said the Bible has two other stories about Nicodemus. Both of them give 
us a clue that these night time visits were only his first steps on that journey. 
 
The first of those other readings is his appearance before the Sanhedrin. That 
reading is interesting not only because he was there, which I mentioned earlier, but 
also for what he was doing there. In John 7, Nicodemus stands up before the 
Sanhedrin and makes a speech on behalf of Jesus, whom he had been visiting in 
secret. He tells the Sanhedrin that there is no justice in judging Jesus without first 
hearing from the man himself.  
 
The second of those other readings is in John 19. There we find Nicodemus 
alongside Joseph of Arimathea as, together, they remove Jesus from the cross, wrap 
his body with spices and linen, and place the dead body of Jesus into a garden tomb.  
 
Nicodemus’ speech to the Sanhedrin failed. Here we find him at the graveside of the 
One who we may safely conclude had, by this time, become the light in his 
darkness. The story of Nicodemus ends, at least in what we may know of it from the 
Bible, with him risking everything to take care of the teacher he met in the night. 
 
I have always found the story of Nicodemus quite moving. I hope he found what he 
was looking for. He was a man whom we might think had it all – education, wealth, 
and standing – but he came to Jesus because he knew he didn’t. He came looking 
for a light to steer him through the darkness. I think he found it, in the end. May we 
also set our own hearts toward finding that light.  
 
‘Teacher, how can anyone be born again, even after having already grown old?’  
 
‘Listen to the wind, Nicodemus. Listen to the wind.’ 
  


