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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday – 9am & 10.30am Wesley – 20th March 2016 
Readings:  Luke 19:28-40 ‘Jesus enters Jerusalem’ 
                    Philippians 2:5-11 ‘The humility of Jesus’ 
                    Luke 22:47-54 &66-71 ‘The arrest of Jesus’ 
Theme:  ‘Journeying with Jesus’ 
 
Introduction 
As we approach Easter, the season in the northern hemisphere is of course springtime. 
I have often wondered what a difference that would do in making sense of the Easter 
events that Jesus is about to go through. In parts of the northern hemisphere, although 
Easter is early this year, there is the beginnings of new life emerging. The bulbs are 
beginning to show, snowdrops, daffodils, hyacinths and the green budding is occurring 
on the deciduous trees after a long cruel winter. The call of ‘Christ is risen’ makes far 
more sense as new life appears in the surrounding world of nature. 
 
Here in Australia we miss that congruence of the new life offered with the springtime 
season. 
 
But on this Palm and Passion Sunday, as we enter the autumn season, it is still quite 
amazing. Over the next few weeks here in Canberra, now that we are experiencing 
cooler days, the leaves will alter colour remarkably quickly on our deciduous trees. We 
will soon have this blaze of colour as the season changes. It will bring with it a sense of 
joy as the leaves look so amazing. However, we know that what follows is a long cold 
winter and our joy changes to a sense of gloom and depression as we think of the long, 
grey, cold months ahead. There is an impending bleakness approaching in spite of the 
beauty of the current season. 
 
Palm/Passion Sunday is much like that. There is much to celebrate. We glory in the 
pageantry of Jesus arriving in Jerusalem on the donkey. In our mind’s eye we watch the 
crowds and hear their shout of “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” It is wonderful to see the excitement and hope that is there. Yet like the autumn, 
there is sadness present as well.  We know this celebration will be followed within a few 
days by the chill of the events of Gethsemane leading to the arrest, trial and crucifixion 
of Jesus. The season changes swiftly. 
 
We need to embrace the duality with open arms and minds. Joy and sadness are 
entwined in life. You can’t simply live in one and not the other. In a peculiar way, that I 
can’t fully or adequately define or explain, the glory and the melancholy of the autumn 
season are inseparable partners not unlike Palm Sunday with its profound joy being 
inseparable from the Good Friday grizzly events. 
 
Too often we only want to hear the good news and not work through the difficult painful 
events that may teach us more than simply celebrating the joyful events of life. 
Bruce Prewer, reflecting on today’s readings wrote: 

“I remember one extremely distressing funeral I conducted of a woman who died 
trying to rescue children from drowning. After the funeral a good friend of mine 
commented to me, ‘Thank you for your sensitivity and care and for celebrating 
Robyn’s life so wonderfully, but for my part I needed to do a little more grieving 
than you allowed time for.’ 
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Grief and suffering, Christ’s and ours, should not be dodged. 
Hence this schizophrenic Sunday where we celebrate an amazing entrance into 
Jerusalem by Jesus but also turn our thoughts towards Holy Week and what is about to 
happen to Jesus. 
 
Philippians 2: 5-11   
Alongside of this we have our amazing Philippians reading that we heard a few minutes 
ago. 
Here we have what was probably an early Christian hymn which picks up aspects of the 
theology of both the actions of Jesus through the Palm Sunday entrance and the 
ensuing events of Holy Week. 
 
The Apostle Paul is speaking to a fledgling Christian community in Philippi, a Roman 
colony in Macedonia. These are new Christians and Paul encourages them to have the 
same mind or attitude as Jesus in the way they live. Three aspects of Christian living 
are highlighted here: 

 Firstly, was the utter servitude of Jesus. He gave himself over to others as a 
human being, not being seen as better than others but a servant to all. The role of 
servant links in with the readings this coming week from Isaiah where Jesus is 
linked to the messianic ‘suffering servant’, who follows the way of God completely. 
He ‘made himself nothing’ is the expression used in verse 7. Even though of and 
from God there was this servant role which we rarely see today. One such person 
that has exuded this nature is Mother Theresa as she worked with the dying on the 
streets of Calcutta in India. You may have noted that she is likely to be sainted so 
reports this week suggest in the press. Following Christ is a servant action. 

 Secondly, is the obedience of Jesus to the will or way of God. This was not ‘blind 
obedience’ but knowing the will of his Father and following even unto death – 
death in a horrific way on the cross. We are indeed fortunate in this country that 
we are not persecuted for our Christian faith but in many parts of the world people 
are still persecuted because of their Christian beliefs. Sometimes it is open 
persecution, in other places it is subtle such as jobs simply not being available to 
them because of their Christian beliefs. Obedience can and is costly as we follow 
Christ. 

 Thirdly, this hymn and faith document reminds us to worship Jesus as our Lord 
and Saviour. 

‘..at the name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on earth .. and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.’ Vss10/11  

Here we have the encouragement to make sure our worship and our lives bring 
glory to God through Christ our Lord.  

 
Conclusion 
On this last Sunday of Lent, as we enter Holy Week, we are reminded of the joys and 
the pain of following Jesus. We are called to serve others, to be obedient to God and to 
share our faith confessing that Jesus is indeed our Lord and Saviour. May we be 
challenged by God’s word for us today and through our worship. May we examine our 
faith journeying with Jesus as we lead up to the Easter events. Amen.      
  


