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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 

 

Epiphany 2 – St Aidan’s and Wesley  –  17th January 2016 

Theme:  The Wedding of Cana 

Reading:  John 2:1-11 

Text:  ‘This is the first of the miraculous signs that Jesus did ….and his 
disciples put their faith in him.’ John 2:11 

 

Introduction 

Weddings can be accidents waiting to happen.  Let me share a couple of personal 

experiences of weddings I’ve been involved in.  While a Navy Chaplain, I had a 

wedding at HMAS Cerberus where the groom and his attendants decided to 

parachute in to the wedding by landing on the oval behind the church. It was quite 

windy and unbeknown to we who were watching they threw out a largish ‘dummy 

weight’ that hurtled to the ground and impaled itself in the oval. This was apparently 

to test the wind velocity and supposedly work out how far from the oval they should 

jump. We all initially thought, “Well hope that wasn’t the groom because he must be 

dead!!’ Then on the second fly-over the four boys jumped from the plane. They were 

blown well away from the oval, the furthest some 1.5 kilometres away narrowly 

missing landing in the ocean. The wedding started a little late as the groom and his 

cohorts were rescued from various parts of the base. 

 

I also learnt early in the piece to check the rings and make sure all was OK in that 

area. On one occasion as I asked to check the rings, this horrified look came over 

the bridegroom’s face. He spluttered, “They are still at the jewellers!!” Fortunately the 

jeweller was still open being a Saturday afternoon and again the wedding began a 

little late. 

 

On another occasion, we got to the vows where the groom was to repeat his vows to 

his almost new bride. As I began the vows for him to repeat after me, he began to 

cry. Not just little tears, but loud, noisy gushing tears as if the dam wall had broken. 

He became quite overwhelmed emotionally and we had to stop the service until he 

was able to partially compose himself enough to continue. Only afterwards did the 

couple tell me that when he felt under pressure this had happened before. It would 

have been handy to know that beforehand!!  

 

At the beautiful Watson’s Bay Chapel on the Navy base at South Head, in Sydney 

we waited for the bride and her father. We continued to wait and wait and were about 

to send out a search party when the bride appeared walking with her dad towards 

the chapel. Their vintage vehicle, an early model jaguar, had decided to break down 

about a kilometre from Watson’s bay and they had walked the last section as they 

couldn’t find a taxi and even if they had, they were carrying no money or credit 

cards!! 
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Weddings almost always have their stories of almost disasters or funny incidents. 

Today’s reading from John, even though thousands of years old has one of those 

near disastrous accounts. So let us look at this account and its significance. 

 

John 2:1-11 ‘The Wedding at Cana’ 

Last Sunday we had the baptism of Jesus from Luke’s Gospel chapter 3:21-22. This 

signalled the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Today we have Jesus and his new 

disciples at this wedding. In those days, the bride and groom celebrated their 

marriage not with a honeymoon but with a seven day wedding feast in the groom’s 

home. I think I preferred the honeymoon but this was the custom back then. This 

celebration is in trouble because the wine is giving out before the party is over. The 

situation constitutes a crisis for the family who shoulders the responsibility of 

hospitality and will ‘lose face’ with their guests if they are not able to fulfil their 

obligations. It is Mary, the mother of Jesus, who notices this and it is she who asks 

Jesus to do something about it. Initially it appears that Jesus rejects his mother’s 

request saying: “Dear woman why do you involve me? My time has not yet come.” 

This indicates that Jesus’ ministry has not yet begun. However, Mary, like most 

mothers, doesn’t let him get away with it. She says to those serving: “Do whatever 

he tells you.” 

 

It is only then that Jesus tells the servants to fill each of the six stone water jars used 

to wash hands and feet for the family and guests, holding probably about 100 litres 

per jar. Suddenly there is another 600 plus litres of high quality wine – now that 

certainly adds a little to the wedding banquet party!! 

 

He then instructs the servants to draw some out and take it to the master of the 

banquet who tastes it and is amazed with the quality of the wine. So much so that he 

calls the bridegroom aside and thanks him for this choice wine which is even better 

than the initial wine that was served. Usually the best wine was served first as later it 

didn’t really matter, for obvious reasons. 

 

Only Jesus’ mother, the disciples and the servants knew what had happened. Jesus 

had turned the water into a beautiful drop of wine. 

 

The celebrations were able to continue unhindered. Jesus had ‘saved the day’, so to 

speak. 

 

In a sense, this seeming miracle, could also be interpreted as a parable of what was 

about to occur. God had sent the prophets of old to bring their messages about what 

God had wanted of his people. But now he saves the best for last, he sends the gift 

of his Son, when all else has failed. What seems a possibility of a disaster, is saved 

by Jesus, the Christ. 
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Isn’t this a parable for today? When we look at the world and see the mess and 

turmoil seemingly everywhere, the last hope appears in the gift of Christ to the world. 

Saving face, saving the situation of despair, giving hope where hope is needed.  

Suddenly looking at this miracle in this way changes the focus of despair to hope, of 

disaster to celebration. 

 

Also we learn at the outset of Jesus’ ministry that life is to be celebrated. Throughout 

his life and ministry, Jesus celebrated people – people getting married, people being 

healed of disease and deformity, people enjoying meals together and spending time 

together. He carried a spirit of celebration with him where-ever he went as he 

proclaimed a God of mercy, peace and joy. 

 

This joyous feast in Cana is still to be a sign to the church that we are to rejoice in 

the people of God and to toast the world with the amazing good news of the grace, 

the love of God given to us in Christ Jesus. 

 
Conclusion 

The passage ends with the words, “This is the first of Jesus’ miraculous signs…..and 

his disciples put their faith in him.”  

 

As we read further on in John’s gospel we will see that there are seven signs that 

Jesus is the promised one from God. These help not only the disciples but others to 

believe in him. 

 

May we too put our faith in Jesus the Christ and celebrate with him. 

Amen.  

       
           


