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12th July 2015 

Sermon by Rev Ian Diamond 

 

LIVING FOR THE PRAISE OF CHRIST’S GLORY!   SUNDAY 15B 

2 Samuel 6; 1-5, 12b-19;  Ephesians 1; 3-14; Mark 6; 14-29  Wesley UC 

Prayer: Loving God, creator and sustainer of us all, come to us now as we attend to your 

Word of grace and hope. Inspire us to hear what you would say to us today, and may my 

words as they are spoken and heard, convey the good news of the Gospel with integrity 

and love.  Amen   

 

I have the privilege of serving on the Council of one of our Uniting Church schools – 

Newington College, in Sydney – a school of almost 2000 boys. One of the challenging 

issues for the school is that of providing an authentic Christian environment. That is an 

environment within which faith can be discovered, nourished and strengthened. Now 

those of you who may be familiar with schools similar to Newington that have a church 

foundation, may well know from experience that with the best will in the world, the 

attempt to inculcate faith often has the effect of inoculating students against it! What to 

do?  

At Newington the Headmaster is encouraging an approach which introduces the boys to 

what he calls the “rumour of God!” a term coined by the Christian author Philip Yancey. In 

his book “Rumours of another World” Yancey asks “Is the visible world around us all 

there is?” and “Is faith in an unseen world wishful thinking?’ He then invites his readers to 

consider the possibility of an unseen supernatural world of beauty and purpose 

coexisting with our visible world. He says that a thin membrane of belief separates the 

natural from the supernatural, but believes that genuine faith offers a perspective on the 

whole of one’s life experience,  bringing a deep sense of meaning and purpose.   So at 

Newington the boys are not just taught an array of Christian propositions. They are 

invited to embark on a faithful journey of openness and enquiry which considers those 

rumours of another world which point the way to a new life of truth, freedom and hope.  In 

all this there is a summons to life through Christ, and with that, an awareness of the 

mystery of God’s life and presence as revealed in him. 

We have just heard 3 readings which have offered varying perspectives on the concept 

of rumours of another world, and the rumour of God. 

In the first, from 2 Samuel chapter 6, we have the narrative of David’s encounter with the 

sacred ark. The ark was a chest which held the stone tablets on which were written the 

Ten Commandments, and thus was held as sacred by the people of Israel. In the reading 

today, the ark is en route to Jerusalem following a period of being in he possession of the 

Philistines. They had previously defeated the Israelites and the ark was a spoil of victory. 

But the Philistines suffered greatly during that time and were very keen to return it to its 

original owners, the Israelites. So there is much rejoicing when David decreed that the 

ark should be conveyed to Jerusalem, and there become a focal point for the nation’s 

worship! The procession was substantial – with 30,000 chosen men of Israel 

accompanying David and the ark on its journey. 
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David regarded the ark as much more than a sacred reminder of his people’s history. It 

represented the very presence of God, with the assumption that wherever the ark was, 

God’s blessings would follow. David regarded the ark as a kind of talisman, a sure sign of 

God’s favour and protection. It’s obvious that for David, God was much more than a 

rumour! God was not only present but also it seemed, now conforming to David’s 

purposes, both political and spiritual! So no wonder he danced enthusiastically! Was it 

that he and his followers were simply seized by the spirit of prophetic ecstasy!  Were they 

genuinely euphoric over all that God had done in their lives and their nation?  

Or was there more to it than that? 

It is interesting that not everyone was impressed. We are told that Michal, David’s wife 

with whom he had a chequered relationship, “despised David in her heart”. Was it sour 

grapes? Remember that she was the daughter of Saul, David’s predecessor as king. 

Perhaps she was still seething at the permanent loss of influence of her own family in the 

face of David’s ascension!  Or maybe it was that she was grossly offended by the semi 

naked king dancing around the ark?  

But regardless, David’s delight continued. At the end of the reading, the theme of joy 

came to a climax. The ark is placed in a special tent that will one day give way to 

Solomon’s magnificent temple on the same spot.  David then dressed himself in a priestly 

garment and offered sacrifices to God. And finally, the people feasted on bread, meat 

and cakes in celebration of the goodness of God. 

David has made it. He presided over a newly united nation with a new capital city and a 

new shrine of worship.  

Yet there is a shadow over it all. For David’s presumption of God’s favour masked the 

reality of his own human frailty, which in time will be revealed in his actions of self-

centred lust and greed. 

It seems to me that David was clearly overstepping the mark. His relationship with God 

looked as though it was becoming manipulative, in treating God as an object of his 

desire. But, quite the contrary, God is never an object - God is always the subject of our 

lives, creating, accepting and loving us as feeble as we are, and offering us a renewal of 

spirit and hope in every circumstance.  We come to God in reverence and awe, and this 

is surely what shapes our worship.  

A few weeks ago President Barrack Obama attended the funeral of a South Carolina 

Senator, Pastor Clementa Pinckey, in Charleston, South Carolina. The pastor died as a 

result of a brutal racist act, and he was one of 9 killed in the church shooting. President 

Obama, perhaps the most powerful man in the world, spoke, and made no claim for the 

status or prestige of his office. He simply and reverently spoke as a grieving friend. He 

tapped in to the experience of faith which was so significant for the people present. He 

left all politics and expedience behind and spoke about the power of grace.  He reflected 

on that other world where grace is sourced, and comes to us as unearned and 

undeserved. In his eulogy, he said that grace is the free and benevolent favour of God. 

And the rumour of that other world, and the gracious presence of God, was poignantly 

conveyed. And then, in singing the song Amazing Grace, he blended a verbal message 

of hope with the living expression of it. And this, in that setting, inspired a new resolve for 

generosity, sacrifice and love. 



Page 3 of 4 
 

 

In some ways, that Charleston tragedy prompts us to reflect again upon the fact that our 

world is a setting for so many terrifying events in which seemingly innocent people suffer. 

An American Rabbi, Harold Kushner addressed this question in his book titled “When 

Bad Things happen to Good People”. It was a best seller. One of his friends, an eminent 

theologian, asked him why he did not title his book “Why Bad Things happen to Good 

People” and Kushner replied “that book would have been 3 words long – I don’t know”.  

In the grisly tale of John the Baptist’s murder, which we heard from the Gospel reading 

today, the why question confronts us. How can someone upon whom Jesus heaped the 

highest of praise meet such an unjust end? But Mark’s Gospel doesn’t address the why 

question.  What we hear is a simple matter of fact narrative sandwiched between an 

account of the sending of the 12 and the report of their return. It is suggested that the 

placement of this sordid story is not accidental. In its own way it highlights the brutality 

that people of faith in every age can experience. 

Now when it comes to rumours of God, King Herod seems to be at the sceptical end of 

the spectrum. It’s a rumour, and no more. And yet, at the outset of the story today, he is 

described as grappling in his own mind with things spiritual. He ponders the real 

possibility of resurrection and muses to himself about Jesus, saying “John, whom I 

beheaded, has been raised”. 

This man, who assumed the title King with no justification, was actually a minor tetrarch, 

the ruler of Galilee and Perea. He was full of his own importance, totally self-interested, 

and grimly focussed on preserving his position in society, no matter what. But with all that 

he couldn’t get John out of his mind. Herod viewed John as a nuisance of a prophet who 

criticised his 2nd marriage and stirred up his wife, but at the same time summoned people 

to a new way of life in a new kingdom.  So Herod’s strategy was to have him arrested, 

and kept under lock and key. But he still feared John. He knew John was righteous and 

holy, and assumed that keeping John imprisoned was a sign of his protective intent. 

Herod liked to listen to John. But this counted for nothing when he came under the 

captivating dance of his step daughter at his birthday banquet. At the height of his 

pleasure, in front of his guests, he said to the girl “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 

even half my kingdom!” And with prompting from her mother who saw the opportunity for 

revenge against John, the girl rushed back to Herod and asked for the head of John the 

Baptist. We are told that he was grieved, but being well aware of his public oaths, he took 

the way of least resistance. And that was it. John was beheaded. The rumour of God was 

put to rest. And Herod was safe. 

 

In the end, there was nothing John’s disciples could do to stop the travesty that engulfed 

their master. They had no answer to the question “Why would a good and just God let a 

good and just man die like this?” All they do is respond to the statement “When bad 

things happen to good people”, and they show up armed with nothing but tears to 

minister to the grieving, bury the dead, and pray.  

 

The American theologian Bob Setzer Jr writes of some advice that his theology professor 

gave him when he was in seminary. They were discussing the times when people are 
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confronted by the apparent triumph of evil over good. And the learned professor said 

“The affirmation ‘God is Love’ cannot be sustained apart from a robust eschatology.”  In 

other words, unless someday God sets right what has gone so terribly wrong in this 

broken world, it is nonsensical to speak of God’s love, let alone God’s justice.  

So this means that Jesus is not just the shape of God’s vulnerability and helplessness, as 

on the cross, but also the shape of God’s future, as in his resurrection!  

The end of John’s story is not heartbreak after all. For in time, in the tomb of the One to 

whom John bore witness, God will be mysteriously present. And there God is plotting not 

only the resurrection of God’s Son, but also the recreation of a whole new world. 

Herod’s fears were well founded, because the power at work in John was far greater than 

his own. It was power unleashed by God who raised Jesus from the dead.  Rumour of 

another world?  The rumour of God! 

When I was the Uniting minister in Broken Hill I was invited to join the Line of Lode 

Association. This comprised a group of city business leaders who were charged with the 

responsibility of planning and constructing a Miners Memorial and Visitors Centre on top 

of the Line of Lode on a mullock heap beside the railway line. But why was I invited? 

Well, it was felt that the opening proceedings should include something reflecting the 

religious heritage of Broken Hill, and I was seen as the clergy representative on the 

planning team. The big day came – and the opening was impressive and satisfying. But 

when I suggested I retire from the Association, the chair urged me to stay, saying “You 

never know when we might need your help”. Then, not long after the opening, a conflict 

developed between the Association and the builders. Payments were withheld. A 

Tribunal was established, and after its deliberations, found in favour of the builders. As a 

result, the Association was forced into receivership, and the euphoric mood of a few 

months previously gave away to one of deep depression. WE met to discuss the 

situation, and one by one, the members offered their opinions. When it was my turn I 

recall saying “Well, from where I come from, death is not be feared, it’s more a matter of 

being alert for a resurrection!” The group was stunned. The chair directed the secretary 

to record my comment in the minutes! In time, the Association dissolved, a new body was 

formed, and the project continues to this day. All I did was convey the rumour of another 

world!  

And this rumour of God, and the blessings of God through Christ, are beautifully 

expressed in the reading from the letter to the Ephesians today. It began with an 

affirmation of God’s blessing, bestowed on both Jew and Gentile. And then followed a list 

of the blessings of God - grace, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, the knowledge of 

God’s will, and an eternal inheritance.  Isn’t this the good news of the Gospel! Where we, 

as fragile as we are, actively participate in God’s plan for creation and partake in the 

divine mystery! And then, with us hardly realising it, our own lives become living proofs of 

the rumour of God! 

And so to God be all praise, majesty, dominion and power, for ever and ever, Amen.  

 


