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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
9am Wesley – Pentecost 2 – 7th June 2015 
Theme:  ‘Do not lose heart’ 
Text:   2 Corinthians 4-5:1  

‘Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not 
lose heart.” (2 Corinthians 4:1) 

 
Introduction 
Sometimes we do not realise what we have until it is taken away from us. In Australia, 
our freedoms are remarkable, our land is plentiful and bountiful and the joy to be able 
to worship in safety is totally presumed. For many Christians around the world they do 
not have this freedom, the joy of a bountiful land or to be able to worship in peace, 
without external threats. 
 
I mention this as a ‘lead in to’ a reflection on 2 Corinthians 4 because the Apostle Paul 
is writing to a struggling small community in Corinth, Greece, as well as to the other 
small Christian communities in that region of Asia Minor. This is a pastoral letter 
written probably around 55 AD, to encourage the local Christian community, to correct 
wrong teaching, to assure them that he (Paul) has personal integrity and is a true 
apostle of Christ Jesus. Obviously Paul has come under criticism and correction and 
he is writing to them addressing this and faith issues. To be part of the small, 
struggling Christian community back then was difficult and you had to be strong in your 
faith.  We have other difficulties today in our society but very different to some of the 
issues back then. However I hope, as we look at this chapter this morning, we may 
hear in Paul’s words, aspects that can be useful to us today. In a sense, what we do 
today, is more of a Bible study, with application, than a sermon. I will not go through 
every verse but will bring out a number of salient points. 
 
I invite you to follow the passage in the pew Bibles where it is on page 939. 
 
2 Corinthians 4: - 5:1  
The passage begins with the words: 
“Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart”. Vs 
1 
The ministry Paul is talking about is mentioned in the previous chapter. We need to 
briefly look at that to help us understand what is said here. 
 
In 2 Corinthians  3: 6  
“God has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant – not of the letter but of 
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”   
Here there is reference to the legalistic approach to God through the letter of the law 
or Torah of the Old Testament. The ‘new covenant’ brings hope, freshness and the 
Spirit gives life. Hence Paul is reminding these young Christians not to fall back into 
the legalistic ways of old. Just maybe there is something in that for us as a Christian 
community today. Beware of a legalistic approach to God and the Scriptures as well as 
the way we do things in our tradition!  
 
The last part of that verse is, …”we do not lose heart.” I know there are times when I 
despair over aspects of the church – not sure that I should say that, but I do! Yet here 
Paul is rightly saying ‘ we do not lose heart’ – Why? Because when God through his 
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mercy calls and commissions his servants, God also supplies the strength necessary 
for them to persevere in the face of hardships and persecutions. This has been shown 
through many situations in the history of the Christian church. 
 
In verse 4 Paul writes: 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so they cannot see the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
Paul saw that the devil is the archenemy of God and the unseen power behind all 
unbelief and ungodliness. We mightn’t put it in those terms, or at least I wouldn’t, 
however I would put it in terms of worldliness drawing us away from God. In a sense 
we are overwhelmed by what is around us, the choices we have, the instant news we 
hear, the ability to travel and do and see so many things – these can and do draw us 
away from our faith and we need to be aware of this and make choices appropriately 
because it is so easy for us to drift away from God, our faith community and those who 
encourage us to grow in our faith and have a Godly conscience. 
 
In verse 6 we read: 
“For God, who said, ‘Let the light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the  glory of God in the face of Christ.” 
Here we have the challenge to live out our faith, getting out of the areas of darkness 
into the light of Christ. Here there are allusions of the shining face of Moses after he 
had encountered God on Mt Sinai. In a sense, as Christians we no longer need the 
veil to hide our faith but should allow it to shine forth for all to see. We need to 
understand aspects of the Hebrew Scriptures to more fully understand some of the 
aspects of the New Testament. 
 
Verse 7 is incredible if we look behind it. 
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us” 
Two things are at play here. First is the literal jars of clay which were small flasks used 
in everyday life. Common, of little commercial value and often overlooked if there was 
a burglary. Yet inside people often hid their valuables so as to hopefully save them. In 
a sense, they are like our human bodies, outwardly often very ordinary, yet inwardly 
holding the treasures of God’s faith given to us through Christ our Lord.  
 
Verse 13 is about testimony to our faith. 
“It is written, ‘I believed: therefore I have spoken.’ With that same spirit of faith we also 
believe and therefore speak….” 
Faith leads to testimony. Paul tirelessly cared for the early Christian communities 
because of his Damascus road experience where he was encountered by the risen 
Lord. He was confronted by his persecution of the early church believers and through 
that experience he went on to be one of the great early church evangelists and carers 
for the early Christian communities. This sustained him through everything. 
Hence he goes on to say “Therefore we do not lose heart.” Vs 16 and “So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal.” Vs18 
To fix our eyes on the visible things around us, in a sense the terrible things happening 
in the world, causes us to lose heart. By contrast the unseen realities, which are no 
less real for being invisible are eternal and imperishable.  
 



Page 3 of 3 
 

In a faith aspect, what are some of the things we experience that give us hope for the 
now and the future? How have we and are we experiencing these aspects, ‘so we do 
not lose heart’? 
 
A few minutes of contemplation and sharing as appropriate. 
 
Prayer. 
Almighty God, you gave your Son Jesus a realm where all peoples, races and nations 
may worship and serve him. Give us eyes to see your kingdom taking shape before us 
in acts of justice, of love and kindness, in prophetic words of truth spoken to arrogant 
power, and in quiet deeds of charity done for those in need. 
Renew our courage to follow your way rather than the way of the world. Give us 
boldness to speak up when we ought to speak. Give us willingness to go against 
popular approval and convention in order to be faithful to you. Make us unwilling to 
compromise our principles or to evade responsibility when faced with difficult decisions 
and tough choices. 
Renew in us the awareness that we are ambassadors, representatives, witnesses to 
you and your reign. May we never lose heart. Amen   
 
 


