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Sunday 14th January Wesley 10.30am 

Sermon by Rev Alistair Christie 

(1 Samuel 3: 1-10; John 1: 43-51; Psalm 139: 1-18) 

In the name of God who creates renews and sustains…….. 

Thousands of messages inundate us every day. The constant noise that 

surrounds us can muffle God’s powerful voice. 

It often takes repeated attempts and the wisdom of others to help us 

understand God’s call and message to us. 

The first book off Samuel is set in the early life of Israel, a very important time 

when, as we heard ‘the word of the Lord was rare.’  

Though the Israelites had known strong leaders like Moses, tribal wars 

threatened to destroy the nation because ‘all the people did what was right in 

their own eyes (Judg. 21:25). 

Samuel is now a young boy. Hanna, his mother had dedicated him to Yahweh 

as soon as she had weaned him. As Christians we dedicate ourselves to 

God’s service through baptism which can occur at different times ages based 

on tradition. 

God calls to young Samuel several times before he or Levi, realise what is 

happening, and Samuel learns how to respond. 

As baptised Christians how many times do we miss God’s call? 

How many times do we mistake God’s voice as a human voice? 

Like Samuel’s call, our spiritual purpose is not necessarily loud or disruptive, 

it may be a quiet murmur in the night. We often find it difficult not only to her 

our call but to understand its meaning.  

Family, friends and others may help us discern God’s purpose -  as Eli guided 

Samuel to return to his bed and tell God he was listening. 

Though we may miss God’s call at first, God continues to call us until we 

answer.  

The early Christian desert mothers and fathers of the fourth century 

memorised and prayed the Psalms aloud; it helped them to keep their minds 

and bodies focussed on God. 

Like those forebears in the faith, we still turn to the Psalms for assurance of 

our deep connection with God. 
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The psalmist poetically describes his intimacy with God, using the pronouns 

‘I” and ‘you’ the psalmist suggests the familiarity we share with our closest 

friends and family. 

How does it feel to live in what the psalmist describes as God knowing our 

every movement, our thoughts and our personal tendencies? 

The knowledge described is unique to God; no human being can copy it, 

even though we are made in the image of God. 

But this kind of communion can be frightening. 

After all, if God knows all we think, why would God love us? 

God’s love for us is unique, a relationship between the Creator and created. 

God knowing us this deeply does not pose a threat to our independence as 

individuls with free will. It comes as a gift of good news. 

Have you thought about the feelings that are part of being loved in this way – 

loved for all that you are, all that you do, think, and feel?  

 

The best way I can describe this from my experience, is of God wooing us 

from the moment of conception into a loving relationship. God at work in us 

from the moment of our coming into being…… till the moment we recognise 

and respond to God’s love. 

When you feel absent from God’s presence, stressed out… suffering 

…reread this psalm and its verses to remind you of the unbreakable 

connection with God, the one who knows you – inside and out. 

Do you remember when you first recognised and accepted the love of 

God?   When you knew that God loves you. 

Take a moment to think about that now. 

Some people would say “You mean when were you converted?” Others 

would call it an epiphany….. 

The moment of conversion is not always easy to define. Some of us, like Paul 

and Mary Magdalene, whom we meet in the New Testament, have clear 

moments we can identify as the time of conversion.   

Others are like Ruth, Abram, Andrew, Timothy, Eunice and Lois, whom we 

also meet in the scriptures. There is no specific moment recorded for them. 
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I know that I am the fourth generation of my family on our father's side, and at 

least the third generation on our mother's to be a member of the Christian 

Church. As far as I know, I was the first one to enter the ordained ministry. It's 

not that I have an inherited faith, my own faith is authentic and real, not 

anyone else's. 

I grew up in the nurturing atmosphere of a Christian home and the church. 

Baptised as an infant, I attended Sunday School and church with my parents. 

Then PFA (youth group), the communicant class as it was called in our 

church and was confirmed at the age of 16.  

I do remember Mum remarking some days later she had not noticed any 

remarkable change in behaviour. 

Although there have been many times since, that I have been asked to affirm 

my faith, I remember that day still, for then, publicly for the first time, I 

accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour and Lord. There were about 20 of us 

became members of the church that day. I don’t know how it was for the 

others we didn’t talk about it. 

A couple of other times stand out….. in a dilapidated wooden church in 

Bourke 7 May 1969 at my ordination. In the ring of Canterbury Racecourse, 

Sydney 28 Sep 2002 as I was installed as Moderator of this Synod. 

Later I became a Sunday School teacher, led children's clubs, was a member 

of the Youth group, and leader, and was involved in district youth activities. At 

23 I became an elder in our church, then came a call to ordained ministry. 

God's wooing of us never ceases.  

Someone said that God wooing us is like the courtship before marriage. What 

God does is to offer each of us, a personal relationship. 

God also offers relationship with a group of people as a unit.  

Do you remember Noah and family after the flood?  

Abram – later Abraham who at 75 set out with his family for a country God 

would show him.  

Moses with the Israelites at Sinai;  

David son of Jesse composer of songs and this Psalm. 

Through Jesus and the remarkable meal in the upper room before his death. 

What does it mean to be ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’?  
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Our culture associates the word fear with unpleasantness. In this psalm the 

word fearfully is derived from the Hebrew word which means to evoke awe 

and reverence. 

These images catch me each time I read them: infants in their mother’s 

wombs; families knitted together with love, not DNA.  

God’s connection with us existed before we were flesh and bone.  

God laid hands on each of us, forming our days ‘when none of them yet 

existed’.  

The psalmist celebrates a Creator who knows us from beginning to end. 

How do we live as if we are ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ as if we were 

‘intricately woven in the depths of the earth’ – a phrase that reminds us of the 

Creation story in Genesis. 

Sometimes I have been anxious about the possibility of what might lie ahead.  

When that happens, I remind myself that if I am the person God created me 

to be, I am in God’s care. 

I am still learning to trust the one who created me and knows me better than I 

know myself, the one who is with me through all life’s experiences. 

God is with us – always in all we do!  

Let us pray 

All knowing one, you know our ways, our hearts and our missteps, hold us as 

we accept and embrace our calling as your people. 

How incredible it is to be made by you! Help us to remember who and whose 

we are. My we respond to the calling of being ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ 

bringing glory to you. Amen 

 


