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Readings: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30. 

The theme that will guide our reflection this morning is: Decolonising the Bible, for our past 

understanding continues to shape our present worldview – how we see life, God, Jesus, the church, 

us and others. 

 

 

I am sure we can all remember some of the games that we used to play when we were children. I do 

remember with fond memories the games that I used to play with the other children in our small 

village in Samoa. We played hide-and-seek. We played sport in the rivers or at sea, on the beaches or 

at the open spaces. We loved teasing each other, also, calling them by their perceived weaknesses. 

We usually did this to the girls, a little older than us. And they would chase us and would give us a 

good wack, if they managed to catch us, the cheeky little boys, as they would say. 

 

For us, the games were for fun. We had no idea they were actually shaping our views of the world, 

for they were part of growing up, part of socialising and of learning the ways of relating and living 

with others. In the readings for today, we shall be able to see how the past has shaped the behaviour 

of some of the people in the stories. 

 

The reading from Genesis recounts the difficult task of finding a wife for Isaac. Though Abraham 

had children with other women, it was Isaac, the son of Sarah, who would inherit the promises that 

God had made to Abraham.  

 

Isaac had no say in the matter. It reminds me of marriages of Samoan High Chiefs in the past, where 

the talking chiefs would decide whom their High Chief would marry, when a marriage would end 

and the High Chief would get a new wife, so they [the talking chiefs] could maximize the dowry, 

which would be to their benefit.  

 

By the time Isaac was ready to marry, Sarah had already passed away. So the task of choosing 

Isaac’s wife was Abraham’s alone. By then, they had been living in Canaan for decades. In fact, 

Isaac was born in Canaan. So he was a Canaanite by birth. It is highly likely that Isaac might have 

met a beautiful, Canaanite lass and might have wanted to marry her. For Abraham, though, that was 

not going to happen.  

 

At the beginning of Geneses 24 he said to his senior servant, ‘I want you to swear by the LORD, … 

that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, …, but will go to my 

country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac’ (Gen 24:3-4). In today’s reading, the 

servant has arrived in the town of Nahor, in Aram, Abraham’s village in the ‘old’ country. The 

servant is actually in the house of Abraham’s nephew, Bethuel, the son of his brother, Nahor. The 

servant had met Bethuel’s daughter, Rebekah, at the village’s well, and she invited him to their 

house. But Bethuel is not dealing with Abraham’s servant; that task is left to Rebekah’s brother, 

Laban.  

 

Laban has asked the servant to tell them why he has come to Aram. In today’s reading, Abraham’s 

servant is telling Rebekah’s family that he has come to look for a wife for Isaac. Further, he had 

talked to Rebekah, and she ticks all the boxes as a suitable wife for his master, Isaac. More 

importantly, Rebekah has accepted the proposal. After the usual protocols befitting things of this 

kind, Abraham’s servant leaves with Rebekah, and she and Isaac are married according to their 

tradition.  
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Let us take a moment and reflect on this story. Abraham is in Canaan, but would send his servant to 

get a wife for Isaac from his old country. And not only did the servant get a girl from Aram, he 

actually got a relative, for Rebekah is Isaac’s niece. Now, we can talk about such things as the peril 

of inbreeding and keeping the wealth within the family, and we can ask whether it was racist or not; 

but let us think about ourselves.  

 

Does the story sound too familiar to you? If you are married to a person who is not from the same 

culture, religion, or the like, was it easy or hard?  

 

Maybe you are a parent with a child or two that have married people from a different culture or race. 

How did you feel when your child told you that he/she was marrying this person?  

 

You may be a parent with children that are young or still single. Have you thought about the 

possibility that your child might want to marry someone you are not thinking about?  

 

A brother and I married Asian women, as you know, Grace is Filipina. Our parents struggled with 

the idea, but they quickly forgot their misgivings when beautiful grandchildren began to arrive, 

thanks to hybrid vigour. 

 

In a highly globalised world, which has been like that for hundreds of years, one would have thought 

that the world should be highly mixed by now. But we still see Asians tending to marry Asians, the 

same with Europeans, Aborigines, Samoans, and all other peoples. How can we explain such a 

phenomenon and others like it?  

 

The reading from Genesis and our own experiences point to the things that we learnt a long time ago, 

when we were young. As American minister and author Robert Fulghum has written, everything that 

we learnt, we learnt them at the sandpit on Sunday school. Fulghum only mention the nice things in 

his famous essay, All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, but logic says, we learnt the 

whole lot.  

 

Matthew began his gospel by pointing to the continuity between John the Baptist and Jesus. But he 

also affirms that their roles are different. In today’s gospel reading, we see this twofold emphasis. 

Jesus identifies his mission with that of John, but at the same time saying he is different, pointing to 

their different lifestyles. John lived a life of austerity, that of not eating and drinking, which belonged 

to waiting for the promise to arrive. Jesus lived a celebratory life, which involved eating and 

drinking, pointing to the fulfilment of the promise. But all they were getting from the people were 

dismissal, cynicism, criticism and outright violence, for John has been arrested and put in prison. 

And like prophets before them, they also would be killed by the Jewish authorities.  

 

So, Jesus is kind of saying to the crowd, likely to include a few temple authorities, “Can you not 

make up your mind? We thought you were a group of Wesleyans. So we sent John, because he 

neither drinks nor eats, but you said, he is possessed by a demon. Then we thought that you were 

probably Presbyterians, so I got sent. And you said, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’” 

 

The crowd is clearly not interested in new things; not even in the unfolding of the kingdom of God. 

All they do is criticise, vilify and ridicule Jesus and John. It is what they had learnt as they were 

growing up. Interestingly, Jesus knows that such behaviours could adversely affect their health, for 

hate, not forgiving and judging others can take a heavy toll on one’s heart. So instead of responding 

in kind, he offers them a piece of wisdom; he says, "Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulghum
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carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light."  

 

We often use this text in funerals or when people are going through difficulty, but the heavy burdens 

that Jesus is referring to are the angers, the hates, and our judging of others. These behaviours are 

also things we learnt when we were young and have not made the change that we need to make. 

 

We are living through unprecedented times. I don’t think Nostradamus saw it coming. The people we 

call activists have been telling us that we need to change our ways, but we paid no attention. But a 

mostly lifeless corona virus has forced us to make some of those changes, and the brutal death of 

George Floyd in the US, at the knee of a white policeman, has spawned protests for justice, including 

justice for the first people of Australia.  

 

The church has a role to play in societal transformation for the good of all, but we need to get our 

house in order, first. One of the areas where change has to happen is our understanding of our sacred 

texts. In simple terms, we need to decolonise the Bible.  

 

The Bible was created by a marginalised people in the East, but it was used by the West European 

empires to subjugate women and non-Christian nations during the colonial era. Stories of 

missionaries with a Bible in one hand and a sword in the other were not fiction in some countries. It 

is beyond the scope of a 15-minute sermon to detail the damage colonial interpretation of the Bible 

has done to peoples around the world. But if you had followed the uproar at the Israel Folau’s saga, 

then that indicates the enormity of the task in many parts of the world.  

 

Many people, including Uniting Church people, still read the Bible, not as a collection of scriptures 

inspired by the Spirit of God, but as scriptures written by the very hand of God; it does not matter 

that they know that God does not have hands for God is Spirit. As the late American theologian 

Marcus Borg has written, we need to read the Bible again, taking it seriously, with the best available 

scholarship, but not literally.  

 

It is important that we read the Bible as per Marcus Borg, or to decolonise the Bible, because the 

colonial, literal reading that formed our understanding of God, Jesus and the Church continues to 

shape the way we see the world and Christianity.  

 

Our understanding is certainly better than when the missionaries took the Gospel to all corners of the 

world. Let us not forget the great good that they achieved, and we need not throw out the baby with 

the bathwater.  

 

We owe it to God, to Jesus, to the church and to those missionaries that we improve on the work that 

the latter had made and allow the Bible to become the Word of life for all who read it.  

 

For the glory of God.  

Amen.  


