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Welcome to Worship at Wesley Uniting Church

‘[This service] is a tiny fragment of something else: it is part of the worship which is offered
to God by Christian people every hour of the day and night, in every part of the world.

When you come to [worship] here, it is as if you were dropping in on a conversation already
in progress — a conversation between God and [God’s] people which began long before you
were born and which will continue long after your death.

So, do not be surprised or disturbed if there are some things you do not understand straight
away. For a brief moment, you step into the continual stream of worship which is being
offered today and which will be offered to the end of time. You are one with those who

worship here on earth and in heaven.’
Adapted from St Paul’s Cathedral, London

Acknowledgement of Country

Wesley Uniting Church acknowledges and gives thanks to God for the Ngunnawal and
Ngambri peoples, the traditional custodians of the lands on which we worship. As we
worship, we continue to pray for Christ’s ongoing work of reconciliation in this land.

Safe Place Statement

The Uniting Church in Australia believes that all people are made in the image of God, and
as such we accept every individual regardless of race, age, creed or gender. As a Christian
Community we believe that God reaches out to us in love and acceptance and that our
relationships with each other should express love and respect and not be abused.

As a community of faith we are committed to providing a place in society where human
beings can explore what it means to be made in the image of God. As an expression of this
commitment, the Uniting Church in Australia recognises its responsibility to providing
worshiping and pastoral communities that are free from abuse and that provide safe
environments for all people to explore and express their faith in the Gospel.



THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Call to Worship
The Lord be with you
And also with you

Since, in the wisdom of God,

the world did not know God through wisdom,

God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation,
to save those who believe.

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
Come, let us worship the LORD.

Opening Song: Sing to God with Joy
Iona Community © 1993
The people stand to sing.

Chorus
Sing to God with joy and gladness
hymns and psalms of gratitude.
With the voice of praise discover
that to worship God is good.

1. God unites his scattered people, 3. God, with clouds, the sky has curtained,
gathers those who wandered far, thus ensuring rain shall fall.

heals the hurt and broken spirits, Earth, responding, grows to order
tending every wound and scar. food for creatures great and small.
Chorus Chorus

2. Such is God's great power and wisdom 4. God's discernment never favours
none can calculate or tell. strength or speed to lift or move.
Keen is God to ground the wicked God delights in those who fear him,
and with humble folk to dwell. trusting in his steadfast love.
Chorus Chorus

Opening Prayer

Holy God, you call unexpected disciples—
those who are poor and meek,

those who are hungry and thirsty,

those who are reviled and persecuted—
to be a blessing for the world.

Number us among those saints,

that we may serve your purpose

and share their blessing;

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Adapted with permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Connections Worship Companion. Copyright 2022.



Greeting and Acknowledgements The liturgist welcomes the community to worship.

Prayer of Confession
Holy One, in your presence
we confess our captivity to sin
and our resistance to your way.

You have chosen what is foolish

to shame the wisdom of this world,
but we boast in our knowledge
and ignore the insights of others.

You have chosen what is weak

to shame the powers of this world,
but we boast in our strength

and refuse the gifts of others.

You have chosen what is despised
to shame the values of this world,
but we boast in our merits

and reject the worth of others.

Forgive us, Holy One.

Renew and reshape our lives
with the message of the cross.
Teach us to boast in nothing
but the crucified and risen one:

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Connections Worship Companion. Copyright 2022.

Declaration of Forgiveness
“Those who are in Christ are a new creation;
everything old has passed away;
see, the new has come!
All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ.”

Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us:
‘Your sins are forgiven’.
Thanks be to God.

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

Blessing of the Backpacks
Students and teachers in the community are invited to bring their school bag forward
for a special prayer of blessing.



Children’s Song: NEW! To Be Like Jesus
Pat Sczebel and Todd Twining © 2009
The people stand to sing.

1. Love, joy, peace and patience, too 2.1 don’t always do what’s right
grow in those who trust in You, Jesus lived a perfect life,
all who put their hope in Christ. and for sins like mine He died.
Kindness, goodness, faithfulness, Teach me to obey Your word,
self-control and gentleness help me to put others first.
live in those who have new life. Holy Spirit change my life.
Chorus Chorus (x2)

Chorus

I want to be like Jesus, to walk and talk like Jesus
I want to live like one who follows Him.

I want to love like Jesus, to give my all like Jesus
I want to live like one who follows Him.

Introduction to the SCl'iptlll'eS The liturgist prepares the community for the readings

Bible Readings
e 1 Cor 1:18-31 (p. 926-7)
e Matthew 5.1-12 (pp. 785-6)

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Preaching of the Word

Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
Let us stand and confess the Church’s faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering Song: Spirit of Dreaming
Alison Campbell Rate © 2013
The people stand to sing. As we sing, the offering is collected.

1. Spirit of truth, come to us now,

breathe your word into us.

Plant in our hearts your wisdom and love,

speak your kindness through us.

Spirit of dreaming come, make of your people one,
Spirit of truth, enter our dreaming now.

2. Spirit of grace, come to us now,

break into our silence.

Nourish our hearts with healing and joy,

sing your lovesong through us.

Spirit of dreaming come, make of your people one,
Spirit of grace, enter our dreaming now.

Spirit of hope restore us, go before us,
lead us through famine and feast.
Spirit of faith uplift us, take and gift us
for loving the last and the least.

3. Spirit of light, come to us now,

shine into our darkness.

Bring to our hearts your longing for life,

kindle peace between us.

Spirit of dreaming come, make of your people one,
Spirit of light, enter our dreaming now.

The people remain standing as the offerings are brought forward.
Prayer over the Offerings

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The people share Christ’s peace with one another through the taking of the other’s hand, by placing their right hand
over their heart, or by clasping their hands together in a prayerful gesture.

At the end of the peace, the people are seated.



THE SENDING FORTH OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Announcements
Prayers of the People

Sending Song: May You Go Well

Dave Brown © 2006, arr. D Brown and C Lees

May you go well into paths still unknown.

May you know peace even when pain and loss abound.

Blessed be you on the road through your life.

When you’re surprised, may you be bold, creative and wise.
And we pray you will be salt, you will be light inside this world.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Blessing
... Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen
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