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Welcome to Worship at Wesley Uniting Church 

‘[This service] is a tiny fragment of something else: it is part of the worship which is offered 

to God by Christian people every hour of the day and night, in every part of the world.  

When you come to [worship] here, it is as if you were dropping in on a conversation already 

in progress – a conversation between God and [God’s] people which began long before you 

were born and which will continue long after your death. 

So, do not be surprised or disturbed if there are some things you do not understand straight 

away.  For a brief moment, you step into the continual stream of worship which is being 

offered today and which will be offered to the end of time. You are one with those who 

worship here on earth and in heaven.’ 
                                                                                                                        Adapted from St Paul’s Cathedral, London 

 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Wesley Uniting Church acknowledges and gives thanks to God for the Ngunnawal and 

Ngambri peoples, the traditional custodians of the lands on which we worship. As we 

worship, we continue to pray for Christ’s ongoing work of reconciliation in this land. 

 

Safe Place Statement 

The Uniting Church in Australia believes that all people are made in the image of God, and 

as such we accept every individual regardless of race, age, creed or gender. As a Christian 

Community we believe that God  reaches out to us in love and acceptance and that our 

relationships with each other should express love and respect and not be abused. 

As a community of faith we are committed to providing a place in society where human 

beings can explore what it means to be made in the image of God. As an expression of this 

commitment, the Uniting Church in Australia recognises its responsibility to providing 

worshiping and pastoral communities that are free from abuse and that provide safe 

environments for all people to explore and express their faith in the Gospel. 
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Prelude   
 

Introit  The Lord Our God Hath Shewn Us His Glory  
George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987) 
 

The Lord our God hath shewn us his glory. 

O come, let us adore him.  
 

Call to Worship 

Since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, 

God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 

to save those who believe. 

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,  

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Come, let us worship the LORD. 
 

Hymn 560(i)  All My Hope on God is Founded 
MICHAEL. Music by H. Howells (1892-1983). Words by Robert Bridges (1844-1930), after J. Neander (1650-80). 

The people stand to sing. At the end of the song, the people remain standing for the opening prayer. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Christ, in your power and wisdom, 

you take what is nothing 

and show that God is there. 

Give us the desire to know you 

in the riches of your poverty, 

that we may rise with you, 

the source of eternal life 

now and for ever. Amen. 
  The people are seated.  

 

Greeting and Acknowledgements     

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
The liturgist welcomes the community to worship. 
 

Prayer of Confession 

Siblings in Christ, 

in the covenant of baptism  

we are claimed in Christ Jesus  

and called to be saints.  

Therefore, with faith and confidence  

let us confess our sin to Almighty God 

calling on the name of our Savior and Lord: 
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Holy One, in your presence  

we confess our captivity to sin  

and our resistance to your way.  
 

You have chosen what is foolish  

to shame the wisdom of this world,  

but we boast in our knowledge  

and ignore the insights of others.  
 

You have chosen what is weak  

to shame the powers of this world,  

but we boast in our strength  

and refuse the gifts of others.  
 

You have chosen what is despised  

to shame the values of this world,  

but we boast in our merits  

and reject the worth of others.  
 

Forgive us, Holy One.  

Renew and reshape our lives  

with the message of the cross.  

Teach us to boast in nothing  

but the crucified and risen one:  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Connections Worship Companion. Copyright 2022. 

 

Kyrie 
The people remain seated to sing. 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy.  

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness    

“Those who are in Christ are a new creation; 

everything old has passed away; 

see, the new has come! 

All this is from God, 

who reconciled us to himself through Christ.” 
 

Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us: 

‘Your sins are forgiven’. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Doxology 
The people stand to sing. 

Glory to God in the highest,                                                                                                           

and peace to God’s people on earth.                                                                                         

Lord God, heavenly King,                                                                                                    
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almighty God and Father,                                                                                                               

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit,  

in the Glory of God the Father, Amen. Amen. 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Introduction to the Scriptures   The liturgist prepares the community for the readings 

 

Bible Readings 

• 1 Cor 1:18-31 (p. 926-7) 

• Matthew 5.1-12 (pp. 785-6)      

For the Gospel of the Lord                                                                                                       

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Anthem  I Will Alway Give Thanks 
Vaughan Richardson (c. 1670-1729) 
 

I will always give thanks unto the Lord: 

his praise shall be ever in my mouth.  

My soul shall make her boast of the Lord: 

the humble shall hear thereof and be glad.  
 

Preaching of the Word 
 

Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed 

Let us stand and confess the Church’s faith: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
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begotten not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Offering Hymn 342 (to tune 439)   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
DUKE STREET. Music attrib. J. Hatton ( -1793). Words by I. Watts (1674-1748).  

The people stand to sing. As we sing, the offering is collected.

The people remain standing as the offerings are brought forward.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings  

Lord and giver of every good thing, 

we bring to you 

bread and wine for our communion, 

lives and gifts for your kingdom, 

all for transformation  

through your grace and love  

made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 
 

Setting of the Table 

….Blessed are you, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness 

we have this bread to offer, 

which earth has given 

and human hands have made. 
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It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness 

we have this wine to offer, 

fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness 

we have ourselves to offer, 

fruit of the womb, and formed by your love. 

We will become your people for the world. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Thanks and praise, glory and honour are rightly yours, 

our Lord and God, 

for you alone are worthy. 

In time beyond our dreaming 

you brought forth life out of darkness, 

and in the love of Christ your Son 

you set people at the heart of your creation. 
 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place, 

joining with choirs of angels 

and the whole creation 

in the eternal hymn: 
 

The people remain seated to sing. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We thank you that you called a covenant people 

to be a light to the nations. 

Through Moses you taught us to love your law,  
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and in the prophets you cried out for justice.  
 

In the fullness of your mercy 

you became one with us in Jesus Christ, 

who gave himself up for us on the cross. 

You make us alive together with him, 

that we may rejoice in his presence 

and share his peace. 
 

By water and the Spirit 

you open the kingdom to all who believe, 

and welcome us to your table: 

for by grace we are saved, through faith. 
 

We bless you, Sovereign God,  

ruler of the universe, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who on the night on which he was handed over 

took bread, 

gave you thanks, 

broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take this and eat it. 

This is my body given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper, 

he took the cup, 

gave thanks, 

and gave it to them, saying: 

Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

poured out for you and for everyone 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, 

for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and this cup 

we do as our Saviour commands: 

we celebrate the redemption he has won for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
The people remain seated to sing. 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out the Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine, 

that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ. 
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Make us one with him, 

one with each other, 

and one in ministry in the world, 

until at last we feast with him in the kingdom. 
 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ, in your holy Church,  

all honour and glory are yours, Father almighty, 

now and for ever. 
The people remain seated to sing. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Agnus Dei 
The people remain seated to sing. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy upon us. 

 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy upon us.   

 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 

Communion 
 

The Peace                                                                                                                                       

The peace of the Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

The people share Christ’s peace with one another through the taking of the other’s hand, by placing their right hand 

over their heart, or by clasping their hands together in a prayerful gesture. At the end of the peace, the people are 

seated.  
 

THE SENDING FORTH OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

Announcements   
 

Prayers of the People 

 God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Hymn 262    When Pain and Terror Strike by Chance 
KINGSFOLD. Traditional English & Irish melody, coll. L. Broadwood (1858-1929), arr. R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). Words by B. Wren 

(b. 1936).   

 

Blessing       

… Go in peace to love and serve the Lord                                                                                                            

In the name of Christ. Amen             
 

Postlude 
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