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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 

 

Epiphany 1 – Wesley  –  10th January 2016 

Theme:  Baptism of Jesus 

Text:   “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. 

And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 

descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’” 

Luke 3:21/22 

 

Introduction 

Already, with many words, Luke has told us of the births of John the Baptist and 

Jesus. Now with very few words Luke transitions from the end of John’s preaching 

mission to the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. The necessary hinge is Jesus’ 

baptism. The people are wondering if John might be the Christ, but John lets them 

know that one more powerful is coming, one empowered by the Holy Spirit. John’s 

ministry of preparation for the Messiah is ending with his imprisonment by Herod. 

The beginning of Jesus’ ministry is marked by his baptism, not described here, but 

merely reported in half a verse: “When all the people were baptized, Jesus was 

baptized too.” Luke 3: 21a 

 

Entering into Jesus’ baptism   

According to Luke, all we know of the baptism of Jesus is that it was with ‘all the 

people’. 

 

1. In a sense Jesus presented himself for baptism as an act of solidarity with a 

nation and a world of sinners. Jesus simply got in line with everyone who had 

been broken by the ‘wear and tear’ of this selfish world and had all but given 

up on themselves and their God. Hence, right at the beginning of his ministry, 

at his baptism, Jesus identified himself with the damaged and the broken 

people who were seeking after God.   

 

It is a question well worth asking whether we as a church and as individuals 

are willing to line up with the broken and damaged to welcome them and to 

work with and for them as brothers and sisters in Christ? Too often people 

who encounter difficulties in life drop out of their churches and seek help 

elsewhere. Some do return but only after they feel they can be re-certified as 

respectable, church going people again. Jesus in his baptism reminds us to 

care for, accept and encourage those struggling with life difficulties – this is 

part of our Christian calling out of our own baptisms.  

 

2. Luke does not have Jesus say a single word out loud at his baptism, but after 

his baptism he prays. Jesus is not only coming to identify with the 

marginalized, he is coming to God in prayer.  
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This communion or conversation with God, is part of Jesus’ ministry even and 

up to hanging on the cross. At crucial, pivotal moments, Jesus takes time out 

to pray, to reflect and to be in the presence of God. 

 

In our fast paced world we often fail to make these prayer moments to 

commune with God and we wonder why we struggle with so many areas of 

life. I am no different – I think of the lead up to Christmas and the busyness of 

that time. I think of my personal struggles preparing for and doing all the 

things I thought were necessary to have an organised and great Christmas 

and then I reflect on how little time I spent in prayer, preparing for the Christ 

event again. Jesus reminds us again, through this passage, that part of our 

faith is to spend time in prayer, especially when there are crucial times 

personally and in the church year. As we enter 2016 may we be aware of the 

call to pray, to commune with God and give priority to our spiritual preparation 

in all of life. 

 

In only a month’s time we will be into Lent with Ash Wednesday falling on the 

10th February with Easter being very early this year. In the Parish we will have 

a Bible Study series for this Lenten period and we are using “Refreshed by 

Grace” by the Rev Dr Ian Price. Please plan to be involved in a group or to 

use the study as a private devotion during this time. 

 

3. Luke reminds his readers that Jesus will not undertake his public ministry of 

teaching, preaching and healing in his own power and abilities. The source of 

his strength will be beyond himself. The Holy Spirit will encourage him all the 

way, even when the way becomes difficult. The disciples will learn this 

posture of prayer from Jesus, and will learn that the Holy Spirit will give them 

stamina and patience to love and love again in faithful ministry. 

 

Again, it is worth asking whether as a church and as individuals, we depend upon 

the Holy Spirit and our connection to God in prayer for the spiritual stamina to go into 

the world and make a difference in people’s lives through Christ. 

 

Many of you know that I conducted Alison McCusker’s funeral during the week. One 

of the things I learnt about Alison in preparing that service was the amazing depth of 

faith she had and how she simply lived out her faith in such an amazing way that it 

positively affected colleagues from around the world. She worked in Rome, Ghana, 

Tanzania as well as here in Australia and was a world renowned botanist setting up 

seed banks in thirteen countries while working for the United Nations. She was 

instrumental in the compilation of the ten volumes of Australian Flora documenting 

some 20,000 species of plants. Through all this she was a strong woman of faith and 

this came through at her service of thanksgiving in an amazing way. Many who 

attended the service had been touched by the intertwining of her faith and her work. 

She understood and lived out her Christian baptismal vows, living in the strength of 
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the Holy Spirit, a life underpinned by prayer which led also to a love for all people, 

especially the people of Africa. For me it was humbling conducting her funeral 

services. In a sense I was in awe of her lived out faith.  

 

Conclusion 

Luke uses very few words to share with us the baptism of Jesus. However those few 

words lead us to very deep wellsprings of joy in faithful ministry. We are taught to 

identify with all people, to depend upon God in prayer for strength to live and love, 

and to all the Holy Spirit is to be our guide and hope in all we do in the name of 

Christ. 

 

May God be the source of your Christian calling bringing purpose to life and hope to 

our being. These are the blessings we are reminded of in the baptism of Jesus. 

Praise be to God. 

 

Let me finish with Bruce Prewer’s paraphrase of these verses: 

 

  “Out of the crowd the young man came, 

    filled with love but with no shame. 

    Into the water the young man went, 

    numbered with sinners he was content. 

    Out of the water the young man rose, 

    Ready to go where Wild Wind blows.”    

 

Beyond Words – Reflections on the Gospel of Luke p19       

 

     


