
9am Wesley – Advent 4 – 20th December 2015 
Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
Theme: “Waiting for a wonderful occasion” 
Readings:  Micah 5:2-5a ‘A promised ruler from Bethlehem’ 

Luke 1: 26-55 ‘The promise of the birth of Jesus’ 
 
Introduction 
We are in a ‘holding pattern’ awaiting Christmas. For many it probably 
doesn’t seem like a ‘holding pattern’ with the final buying of gifts, 
replying to Christmas cards from people that weren’t on your original list, 
organizing food and in some cases checking out you’ve got enough 
beds for the families turning up for the Christmas festivities as well as 
attending the variety of pre-Christmas functions.  
Both of the Lectionary readings I’ve chosen for this morning speak to us 
about waiting and preparation for a wonderful occasion. 
So let us take a few moments to reflect on both these passages. 
 
Micah 5:2-5a 
If I asked you to find Micah in the Old Testament most of us would 
struggle. It is a small book wedged between Jonah and Nahum. 
Micah prophesied in a tumultuous time in Israel’s history sometime 
between 750 and 686BC. Micah came from the town of Moresheth in 
southern Judah. Much of his prophecies were ‘doom and gloom’ as the 
people and the nation would be judged for their current lack of following 
the ways of God through their idolatry, injustice, rebellion and empty 
ritualism. 
However there was also hope expressed by the prophet that God would 
forgive those who were penitent and that the Davidic kingdom, though it 
will seem to come to an end, will reach greater heights through the 
coming Messianic deliverer. 
It is in this context that we need to read this wonderful prophetic 
passage about where hope may sprout from. 
    “But you Bethlehem (town) Ephrathah (the region) though you are  
    small among the clans of Judah out of you will come for me one  
    who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are of old, from  
    ancient times.” Vs 2 
The waiting was monumental – it was 700 years later that this prophecy 
was to be fulfilled. Aspects of this promised messiah are: 

 he would shepherd his people  

 he would do this ‘in the strength of the Lord’ 

 he will offer security 

 his greatness will reach to the ‘ends of the earth’ 

 he will offer peace  



It is with this prophecy in mind that we then come to read the Gospel for 
today which I have expanded to include the visitation of the angel 
Gabriel to Mary as well. 
 
Luke 1: 26-55 
There is much that I do not understand about the ‘virgin birth’ and for me 
this is one of those areas of ‘faith’ and you simply ‘get on’ with accepting 
this, along with a host of other questions, that are never to be resolved, 
because this is part of our Christian faith. 
However, I don’t want us to get stopped at that point. 
What I want us to take from today’s reading are some of the wonderful 
and amazing responses of Mary, which we can tend to overlook. 

 Mary’s final response to Gabriel’s announcement to her that she 
was carrying a child and “He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High,”in vs 32 was “I am the Lord’s servant; May it 
be as you have said.” Vs 38 We tend to forget that Mary was 
incredibly faithful to God not only at this point but throughout with 
her support of Jesus, including his death and resurrection. She 
saw her role as one of servant hood and in a sense was a role 
model that Jesus had from infancy. For such a young mother, we 
don’t know her actual age , but she was young her faith response 
was quite remarkable. 

 Mary learnt early in the piece that “nothing is impossible with God” 
as she heard of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, one who had been barren 
all her life, suddenly finds herself with child. Their meeting is not 
simply a pleasant exchange between relatives, but rather Elizabeth 
also becomes a prophetess in her words to Mary: “Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 
                         In a loud voice she exclaimed, ‘Blessed are you  
                         among women, and blessed is the child you  
                         will bear.” Vs 42  

 From this meeting and inspired by Elizabeth comes the beautiful 
hymn of praise to God by Mary known as the Magnificat, which is 
the Latin word for ‘glorifies’ from the opening line. Here Mary 
brings praise and adulation to God for the blessings God has 
brought not only to her but also to the generations of faithful 
people. 

 
Reflection for ourselves 
As we approach Christmas, in this time of waiting, may we like Mary and 
Elizabeth see God at work in the lives of his faithful people.  
May we be challenged to see what God is wanting to work in and 
through our lives as we follow faithfully 



Also may we be inspired to praise God for God’s faithfulness to 
generations past and yet still active today in our lives and those around 
us. 
May we be faithful servants of God in whatever we are called to do. 
     (take a moment to reflect on this and what it may mean for us individually and as  
                a faith community)  

 
Prayer  
O God, by the light of your star, guide us towards Jesus. Direct our steps 
during this Advent season, that we might walk in that way he has shown 
us. With Mary, may we greet your arrival into our lives with joyful 
obedience and a bold willingness to do your will. With the shepherds, 
may we be willing to leave our daily cares and run to the manger to see 
this great gift born among us. With the angels, teach us the song of 
hope, a song of joy, a song of love. Amen.       
 


