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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 
Pentecost 22 – St Aidan’s & Wesley Uniting – 25th October 2015 
Theme: ‘The blind man, Bartimaeus sees’ 
Reading: Mark 10:46-52 
Text: “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 
                                                                                                  (Mark 10:51) 
 
Introduction 
Today we have another fascinating story of Jesus ‘on the way up to Jerusalem’ having 
just left Jericho.  
I am indebted to the writings of both Bruce Prewer, from his sermon resources online, 
as well as to William Placher from his book in the series, ‘Belief – a theological 
commentary on Mark’. Both writers bring out differing aspects of this apparently simple 
healing miracle that has far more beneath the surface than initially is seen on a scant 
reading of the passage. Hence let us venture into this a little deeper for ourselves and 
reflect upon some of what is said here and bring it into our setting for today. 
 
Entering into the Gospel – Mark 10:46-52 
As Jesus and his disciples leave the city of Jericho, a blind beggar who is sitting in his 
favourite spot  under a shady tree, but in full view of all travellers, cries out for some 
mercy and no doubt some money or food. Some of the locals tell him to shut-up but 
when he hears it is Jesus he cries out even louder for the young rabbi to come to him. 
Fascinatingly Jesus did not go to him, but rather said, “Call him.” It is as if Jesus says, 
‘Hey, in this you have to make some effort, come to me.’ That may sound a little harsh, 
but in faith terms we need to come to Jesus when we see and hear him, in whatever 
manner the Christ comes to us. It is not a one-sided relationship. Rather when we hear 
of Jesus, we are called by Jesus and we need to move towards him intentionally. 
Fascinating to think in these terms for our own faith journeying, even today. When we 
hear we need to respond in a positive way. 
We also note that this is the last healing miracle in Mark and Bartimaeus is the only 
person in this Gospel that follows Jesus after being healed. Bartimaeus literally means 
(bar) ‘son of’ Timaeus. Timaeus could mean ‘one who is purchased or bought’. So here, 
after just learning that Jesus has come to be our ransom, we encounter a son of one 
who was purchased or bought who needs his help. Is this an actual healing or is it a 
parable or both? We will need to make up our own minds as we hear more. 
Bartimaeus throws off his cloak as he moves towards Jesus – a bold move. A cloak 
may well have been a blind beggar’s only possession and to toss it off in a crowd may 
mean he loses it forever. He is doing completely what the rich man could not bring 
himself to do – casting aside everything he possesses to come to  Jesus. Here we have 
faith issues positively lived out by the blind man in a way the seeing would not do. Again 
a challenge to those watching this encounter with Jesus. 
It is at this point that Jesus asks the question of Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” 
Haven’t we heard this recently? Those who heard the Gospel for last Sunday heard 
these very words asked by Jesus to John and James. They came seeking a favour of 
Jesus. They had journeyed with Jesus for years and were part of the select inner circle 
of especially trusted disciples. Now they wanted a favour from Jesus, to sit at his right 
and left in all his glory. This was the scene from last week. These long serving disciples 
had totally missed the point of Jesus’ kingdom – they were spiritually blind, simply 
wanting to set themselves up in positions of power, so they thought, when Jesus came 
to power in the way they thought he would, as a mighty ruler. How little they had 
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understood about Jesus’ teaching about serving others, caring for the needy and 
looking out for those overwhelmed by the stresses of this world! 
It is with this in mind that we come to this account of healing a blind beggar by Jesus. 
After the story of James and John, Mark, the script writer, takes us directly to blind 
Bartimaeus.  
The beggar cried out for help. People told him to shut-up. Jesus over-rode them and 
invited, called, the blind man to him. The man came leaving his cloak, his worldly 
possession behind. Then the key question is asked by Jesus, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” Without hesitation Bartimaeus cries out:  
                                “Rabbi, I want to see.” 
The beggar did not want his familiar groove of begging to continue; no longer did he 
want the charity of others. Nor did he look for favouritism like James and John. All he 
wanted was his sight restored and by faith it was. He is now not only able to hear Jesus 
but to look upon him with his own eyes. Immediately Mark tells us he became a follower 
of Jesus. 
 
Relating this passage to ourselves 
Where do we stand in these two stories? Are we sighted like John and James but fail to 
see the spiritual implications of our faith? Or have we been blind and suddenly have 
seen the spiritual dimension that Jesus brings into our lives, our hearts and minds that 
changes the very being of who we are? 
If we were asked the question by Jesus today, 
      “What do you want me to do for you?” how would we answer? 
Sometimes our responses may be like James and John with a Christmas list in mind.  
Perhaps with more reflection we might ask of Christ more thoughtful and probing 
questions related to our faith or our faith struggles. 
Bruce Prewer suggest some thoughts on this: That we might 

 Be given better insight into how to express our faith in word and deed 

 When to speak and when to be silent on moral issues 

 When to stubbornly dig our heels in on an issue and when to compromise for Christ’s 
sake 

 How to be better stewards of our gifts, education, life experiences and possessions 

 How best to serve Christ in the social justice issues within our society such as asylum 
seekers, indigenous matters, working with those on the fringe of society 

 How best to live our lives in a consumer driven society without losing our Christian 
integrity 

As a minister, the passages of the past two weeks bring me up short as I need to 
assess where is my faith at? Am I like James and John seeking favours of Jesus? Or do 
I have freshness of faith that is brought to light, literally, in the account of blind 
Bartimaeus who miraculously sees physically and spiritually and so follows Jesus. He 
recognized, even in his blindness, that Jesus was “the Son of David”, a Messianic title, 
that flows into the next chapter of Mark, as Jesus enters Jerusalem triumphantly on a 
donkey. 
But for today, how would we, how would you respond to Jesus’ question: “What do you 
want me to do for you?” 
 
Let us pray. 
O Christ, you have reached out to us in love, help us, in love to reach back to you, 
throwing off the things that hold us back. May we come to you not with a personal wish 
list, but with a desire to have our eyes opened to your ways, your kingdom, your 
serving, your spirituality so that we can make a difference in our time, to the community 
we live in and care for. Grant us grace and sight to follow you. Amen.    


