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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 
Pentecost 15 – 9am Wesley Uniting – 6th September 2015 

Reading:  Mark 7:24-30 ‘The faith of the Syrophoenician woman’ 

 

Introduction 

Last Sunday we spoke about ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ things. Jesus was challenged by a 

delegation from Jerusalem as to why his disciples didn’t ceremoniously wash before 

eating and Jesus reminds them that it is what comes out of a person that makes them 

‘clean’ or ‘unclean’ rather than any ceremonial outward washing. Hence it is 

fascinating to see that Jesus journeys into ‘unclean’ areas, that is a non-Jewish area, 

and here two miracles occur. The first happens in Tyre, north of where Jesus had 

been ministering and on the coast. It appears to be a reluctant miracle of the daughter 

of a Greek woman. While the Lectionary passage continues and Jesus travels further 

and heals a deaf mute man, I want us to centre our reflection on this first miracle as it 

is most unusual and we’ll see what we can learn through it. 

 

Mark 7:24-30 

It appears that Jesus had wanted to ‘escape’ and have a bit of time to himself. Hence 

he heads off to ‘the coast’. I can appreciate that – I love to escape to the coast and in 

a sense ‘hide’ from my usual duties and ministry. 

We read in Mark 7:24 

   “Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a  

     house and did not want anyone to know it.” 

However, what often happens did occur: “he could not keep his presence secret.” So 

much for a pleasant break with no disturbances – Jesus couldn’t hide from the people. 

His name, his ministry, his healing ability ‘all preceded him’ so we read: 

“In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was 

possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, 

born in Syrian Phoencicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her 

daughter.” Vss 25/6 

 

Several things to be noted here are: 

 This woman, a non-Jew, came into Jesus’ presence seeking help, which was 

most unusual for that day 

 The woman did not know Jesus but knew of him from others who had obviously 

spoken of his amazing healing powers 

 She asks for healing, not for herself, but for her daughter who was not with her 

– hence a miracle from a distance is foreshadowed 

 The terminology about the sickness ‘she was possessed by an evil spirit’ simply 

meant she was unwell and this could have been any number of physical and/or 

psychological afflictions – we do not really know the manner of her illness 

 

Obviously it had been a long day for Jesus and he appears to be incredibly rude and 

brutal to this woman, who is distressed about her daughter. 
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Jesus says to her: “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right 

to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” Vs 27 

 ‘the children’ here refer to the Jewish people, seen as ‘those chosen by God’ 

 Their ‘food’ is the nourishment given through the Torah, the Word of God – this 

is what feeds them spiritually  

 To share it with non-Jews doesn’t seem right or correct 

 The word ‘dogs’ is seen as hugely derogatory – these were the scavengers that 

skulked through the rubbish on the edge of society and were filthy and not to be 

touched 

The scholars have great difficulty understanding Jesus’ harsh response to this woman 

and remarkably here it is the woman who is incredibly gracious to Jesus. For me, I like 

to think that Jesus’ humanness comes out here initially and he simply has had enough 

of people for one day – in a sense he is saying ‘I can’t even escape here in Tyre – 

even this Greek woman ‘wants a piece of me’  - I can’t get away from people!! 

 

The woman’s response is amazing: 

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 

Vs 28 

 Here she accepts that she is a non-Jew 

 However, she challenges Jesus and says that she will accept the leftovers 

from the table that are dropped by the faithful of God and be fed on them. That 

is, God’s word is for all even if there is a ‘pecking order’ in the sight of some! 

It is Jesus who is astounded by her reply, her faith and her ability to articulate her 

belief. Hence he says to her: 

    “For such a reply, you may go: the demon has left your daughter.”  

She went home and found her daughter well. vs 28/9 

 

What do we take from this passage? 

1. After Jesus’ harsh remarks, it is truly amazing to see the grace with which 

Jesus concedes defeat in the argument and gives praise to the woman and 

heals her daughter. It is as if Jesus realises his mistake, listens to the woman 

and then acts as requested   

2. We also learn that it is good to ‘keep your cool’ in an argument and make your 

point so that the other may take note of your stance and hopefully hear your 

point of view and possibly change their viewpoint or at least accept there are 

other views 

3. Also this is further teaching on the ‘grace of God’ being there for all people and 

not simply a select few – this is important teaching for us to hear in our 

Christian community. We need to be careful not to judge those who we see as 

not conforming to our ways but to allow the grace of God to be at work in the 

whole community. God may well work miracles in ways we never expected and 

in people we never would have imagined was possible 

 

Praise be to God for the word for this day. Amen  

      


