
Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 

Pentecost 9 – Wesley 9am &10.30am – 26th July 2015 

Reading:  John 6:1-15 ‘The feeding of the 5,000’ 

Theme:  “Ample for all” 

 

Introduction 

The feeding of the 5,000 by Jesus is the only miracle found in all four Gospels, apart from 

Jesus’ resurrection, which we simply take for granted. 

It is fascinating that this account occurs in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:32-44, Luke 9:10-

17 and here in John because while it is amazing, you wouldn’t necessarily think it that 

important. However, the sustenance of the ‘food of life’ and the ‘food for eternal life’ are 

motifs of Jesus the Christ, fulfiller of the promised Messiah of old. 

The miracle and its symbolism on a number of levels, is seen to be of the utmost 

importance. In John it is seen as one of the ‘signs’ that Jesus is the promised one of God 

and not merely a prophet, as some of the people thought. 

Some people struggle with the idea that 5 loaves and two fish can miraculously feed the 

5,000 with food to spare. I don’t struggle with this at all as I’ve seen the miracle of sharing 

at work, especially when people’s hearts are touched. 

Let me share a practical story with you which happened to me after I served in East 

Timor as a military Chaplain. It is a miracle that it ever happened let alone in the way it 

did with so many people involved, many unasked who simply came ‘onboard’ with the 

concept. 

 

Story 

While serving in East Timor I had opportunity to share with the local community in the 

Oecousi Enclave which was next to the border with Indonesia. It was towards the end of 

the fighting and some re-building was beginning in Oecousi, the original Portuguese 

centre, which had mostly been destroyed as the Indonesian troops withdrew. The UN 

was beginning to bring in building supplies for communities. Iron sheeting, nails and 

timber was all being dropped off. Our ship, HMAS Melbourne, sent work parties ashore 

daily and with the locals we began rebuilding a hospital and a couple of schools as these 

were seen as priorities by the Timorese. Amongst other tasks, I was the liaison person 

between the military and the local people. Hence I was quite involved ‘on the ground’ with 

sorting out priorities which also included fresh water desalination plants and generators 

for electricity. 

In this role I saw that the local communities had no hand tools to rebuild shelter, schools 

etc. Electricity was mostly unavailable to the locals, hence it needed to be hand tools, not 

electric tools. On returning to Australia I launched a project called “Tools for Timor” when 

I was at Queanbeyan and over the ensuing months we had thousands of hand tools 

donated for East Timor for the local communities. Jose Ramos Horta and I launched the 

project in Sydney  at the Parramatta Mission and the Hon Tim Fischer, at the time deputy 

Prime Minister, had a fund raiser at Parliament House using donations from showing the 

film ‘The Diplomat’, to organise a shipping container to transport the tools, some hospital 

stuff and school material, to go to Dili. This was all paid for out of the one fundraiser. 



Once shipped to Dili the tools were delivered to different parts of East Timor through the 

local Catholic aid group, called, Timor Aid. 

All the hand tools were sharpened, where necessary, by the ACT Wood Turners 

Association. It was an amazing achievement, with a large number of people involved, yet 

a simple idea took root and grew in an amazing way. You won’t believe how many hand 

tools can fit in a shipping container! Also several hundred kilos of tools made their way to 

Dili via Australian warships through contacts I had at that time. It’s not quite the ‘loaves 

and the two fish’ feeding the 5,000, but it is an amazing story of generosity meeting a 

need in a war ravaged country that needed to begin to re-build. The generosity of heart of 

a huge number of people met the needs of thousands of East Timorese who had lost 

everything. I praise God for that. Also a huge thank you to the people of Queanbeyan 

Uniting needs to be expressed. They put up with a crazy minister and hundreds of 

kilograms of tools on their stage for months at a time and never complained! 

 

Teaching 

Now we return to the Gospel. Out of this passage we learn that our God is a generous 

God and the feeding of the 5,000 shows and teaches an aspect of that generosity. When 

little is available God makes the best of what is given, even if it is only the lunch of a boy. 

The disciples ask: ‘….how far will this go among so many?’ vs 9b There is a cynicism 

there not wanting to believe that this could possibly be enough for such a crowd. 

Yet in the hands of Jesus there is no shortage. 

The disciples, we read ‘..filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left 

over by those who had eaten.’ vs 13 

I don’t exactly know what happened that day, but the result was staggering as Jesus 

shared with the crowd. 

Here we have the preparation for the breaking of the bread in Holy Communion. 

Here we have the grace of God at work that excludes no-one. 

Here we have the inclusion of a boy who offers all he has and in Jesus’ hands that is 

more than ample. 

Here we have the cynical disciples picking up baskets of left-overs that must have had 

them in awe (yet this is not mentioned). 

Here we have the challenge not to limit the work of God because we think we are too few 

or we have too little to offer or we are too uncertain of our faith. This passage is a call to 

step out in faith, to rely on God’s graciousness to us in Christ and not to be afraid when 

things look dismal or daunting. 

What a passage of hope and encouragement to our faith. 

It goes beautifully with the Ephesians 3 passage read earlier where it says:  

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all  

            we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  

to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen.                  vss20/21 

 

In all we do we need to give glory to our generous God.  

Praise be to God. Amen. 

   


