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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 

Pentecost 6 – 9am Wesley – 5th July 2015 
Reading:  Mark 6:1-13 ‘Jesus rejected and the twelve sent out’ 
Theme:  ‘Strength to persevere when under pressure’ 
 
Introduction 
The reading today follows a series of successful healings and miracles late in Mark 4 
and all of chapter 5. Now Jesus chooses to return to his home-town, which Mark does 
not call by name, Nazareth, and there feels rejection by those who knew him as ‘a 
carpenter’ and he moves on to the surrounding villages before sending his disciples 
out on his missionary work. 
 
Historians tell us they think Nazareth had about 300 people in it in the time of Jesus. 
We’d call it ‘a one horse town’ or literally ‘a one pub town’ if it was in Australia. 
Everyone would know everyone and everyone’s business. I’ve lived in one of those 
small country towns, although the one I was in had 4 pubs, and everyone knew each 
other’s business even before you knew it yourself!! 
 
Jesus, the local boy who had been a ‘tekton’, a carpenter, perhaps better translated as 
a construction worker today, literally one who worked with his hands, was back in 
town.  
 
Jesus being a local, was able to speak in the synagogue, which he does. People are 
initially amazed with the wisdom of his speech, but it soon turns to suspicion and 
questions are asked of him and his family background. Isn’t this just the construction 
worker – isn’t this Mary’s son and don’t we have his brothers and sisters here? To 
label a first-century Jew as the son of his mother rather than the son of his father was 
an insult, hinting in a vulgar way at illegitimacy. At the very least it was a ‘put down’ of 
the individual. 
 
In any event, the people of Nazareth dismiss Jesus with contempt. 
Jesus responds to their doubts with the words: 
 

“Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 
without honour.” 

 
This proverb was well known throughout the Jewish and Greco-Roman world. Here it 
holds true for Jesus – the lack of openness to Jesus’ ministry has diminished God’s 
power at work in that community. Jesus recognises this and he in turn is ‘amazed at 
their lack of faith’ and we read that he moved on to other villages, presumably where 
there was more faith.  We’ll come back to this point as we think of implications on our 
faith today in a few minutes time. 
 
Middle 
Here is the transition point in the Gospel passage for today. Jesus continues his 
ministry elsewhere and then brings the twelve disciples together and sends them out 
in pairs having given them ‘authority over evil spirits’. Obviously it was a continuation 
of Jesus’ healing ministry that he sends the disciples out with, but several other 
aspects in his words are compelling. 
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Basically the going in pairs fulfils Jewish law requiring two witnesses to establish a 
person’s truth (Deuteronomy 19:15) but Jesus’ point may also have been for 
companionship. They were to carry a staff only, wear sandals and a tunic and not 
have food or money or a bag or extra clothes. Very similar requirements given to those 
in the Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:11) so here is a link the Twelve have as a 
reconstituted people of Israel. The disciples will be radically dependent on charity, 
hoping that some will offer them food and a place to sleep. The towns they visited 
were judged on their hospitality. The question interestingly is not a question of faith, 
but of hospitality. 
 
    “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the town. 
      And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the 
      dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them.” 
       Mark 6:10/11 
 
We need to remember that a good host would always see to the washing of his 
guest’s feet in Jesus’ time – this was a sign that you were welcome and you were an 
honoured guest. Where this didn’t happen it was a slight against the host. In this verse 
it is an accusation against that village or person who failed to offer the basics of 
hospitality which were customary. Where the disciples were welcomed they could heal 
the sick.   
 
Implications from this passage for us today 

1. Firstly, we need to be careful not to impede God’s work through rejecting those 
with whom we know through a differing area of work, or socially or whatever 
and making premature judgements about them. I recall going back to an 
anniversary at a church where I grew up and was part of the Sunday School. 
My old Sunday School teacher said of me that I was the least likely child she 
would have believed would have become a clergyperson. Apparently I was 
somewhat disruptive and not terribly interested in faith issues at that time. You 
just don’t know when and how God, through Christ, will touch some-one’s life. 
Rather we are called to persevere with the tough ones and maybe move on 
then to more fertile ground. 
 

2. Secondly, there is a challenge here for us to show hospitality to others – both 
with those we know and those that may be passing travellers. How good are we 
at welcoming people and making them feel at home? Not literally washing their 
feet, but offering friendship, some refreshment and a place where people feel 
comfortable. This is not purely the minister’s or elder’s role, it is something for 
all of us to do. It is part of our faith and it makes a huge difference to individuals 
and to the warmth that people feel. We all need to work on this and move 
beyond our comfort zone. Think of the disciples totally dependent on others. 
What a challenge if that was us today!! 
 

3. Thirdly, this openness to others allows for an openness to the movement of 
God’s Spirit to work in the life of others. Jesus in his home town found a closed 
mind in that community which limited how God could work. We need to be 
aware of this and have warmth of fellowship that includes a variety of people 
which allows for the movement of God to be at work in people’s lives. Let’s 
work on this together. Amen.   


