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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 

Pentecost 3 – Wesley Uniting 10.30am & St Aidan’s – 14th June 2015 

Theme:  ‘More parables on seeds and the Kingdom of God’ 

Reading:  Mark 4:26-34 

 

Introduction 

In the first part of Mark 4 there is the well-known Biblical parable of ‘the sower’ and 

Jesus’ explanation of that. 

The chapter continues with two further seed parables, the first in verses 26-29 simply 

titled the ‘parable of the growing seed’ and the second better known  parable in 

verses 30-32 – that of the ‘mustard seed’. Both are about aspects of the Kingdom of 

God, the first about the seed growing un-noticed, yet coming to harvest, God quietly 

at work, often unseen or unrecognised and the second one about small beginnings 

coming to amazing heights that nourish others in faith. 

Jesus used images common to his day to teach the people faith. We can still learn 

from these parables today. So let us reflect upon the Gospel for today. 

 

Entering into the reading 

As any good gardener knows, you can plant seeds carefully, water and later fertilize, 

but the key transformation happens mysteriously, underground, beyond our usual 

observation and control. The tiny dry seed goes beneath the soil, time passes 

without observable changes, and suddenly a small green shoot emerges. So it is, 

Mark says, with the reign of God, and so it is, one might add, with faith. Preachers 

can preach the word, teachers can teach, Christians of all sorts can try to provide 

good examples of faith and upright conduct. However conversion to the Christian 

faith does not follow neat recipes. It happens often underground and comes forth in 

unexpected ways and at unexpected moments. It comes through tragedy and joy. It 

comes through difficult times and even easy times. Usually we cannot see it coming. 

Major Christian revivals were not necessarily planned but simply have happened by 

the grace of God. In more recent times the church has flourished in unexpected 

places like China and the Soviet Union. Places where in the not too distant past 

there was only a small ‘underground’ church community, persecuted by those in 

power. To be able to see a resurgence of the Christian faith in these places 

appeared unlikely. Yet ‘the seed’, the word of God, was there quietly planted in many 

people’s lives, awaiting a time when it could burst forth. 

 

Here in the parables of Jesus are words of hope to the early struggling Christian 

community that Mark records and there is still that hope for us today.  Last Sunday 

the epistle reading from 2 Corinthians 4 reminded us ‘not to lose heart’. In a sense 

these parables today have a similar emphasis, that God is at work even when we 

can’t see it or can’t recognise it. Suddenly the reign of God will bloom at unexpected 

moments. When results appear, they may well be dramatic. On Monday of this week 

I was coming back to Canberra from Narrandera and some farmers have crops just 
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sprouting, others had fields ploughed and were probably seeded but nothing yet 

showed. One good rain and those crops will come on quickly. Quite amazing – this is 

the faith imagery that Jesus uses. 

 

The second seed parable is about the mustard seed. We know today that the 

mustard seed is not the smallest of seeds. In fact botanists tell us that orchid seeds 

are much, much smaller. However, in Palestine, the mustard seed was the smallest 

common seed and it grew into a bush, 3 metres plus in height. A dramatic 

transformation from the small seed, to a sizable bush that offered some shelter and 

protection for the birds.  Mark uses this parable to offer hope to the small struggling 

Christian community, using Jesus’ words, that reminded the fledgling church in 50-60 

AD, that there was hope into the future and they would grow and care for others as 

well as be cared for. This parable is prophetic in what it says about the growth of the 

Christian communities over the past two thousand plus years. 

 

Teaching for today 

One of the amazing things these parables teach us is ‘that even if the ground looks 

bare, we do not know what is already germinating beneath the surface.’ What a 

wonderful thought. 

 

Today Liz has brought her grandchild, Jasper, for a blessing today and has promised 

to share her faith with him. We do not know where that may lead but it is sowing the 

seed of faith in his life. 

 

For others of us, on occasions, we have opportunities to share our faith with others, 

not knowing where that may lead. Often we do not know the results and we simply 

leave it in God’s hands at that point. 

 

I have been amazed, on more than one occasion, as people share conversations we 

have had in the past, that have touched their hearts and led to a decision to follow 

Christ or a recommitment that has changed their lives. Several times I have known 

nothing about it. It is simply God at work, watering and caring for the seed as it 

grows. We do not know what is germinating beneath the surface. 

We are called simply to be faithful in sharing our Christian faith. Allow God to do the 

rest. 

 

This is God’s word for us today. Amen. 

   


