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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 

Easter 6 – Wesley Uniting – 9am Service – 10th May 2015 

Reading:  John 15: 9-17 Jesus’ command “Love each other” 

Text:   “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” 

 

Introduction 

My teenage years were in the mid to late 1960’s so I remember the Beatles singing ‘All 

you need is love.’ To the younger ones amongst us, ask your parents about the Beatles 

if you have no living memory of their music and possibly your parents can direct you to 

some of the old vinyl records they may still have, which have been subsequently 

digitalised and you can now down load them off the net. However I digress right at the 

beginning of my sermon!! 

 

In the 1960’s there was this thought that all you needed was ‘love’ which many 

embraced, while others said it was a lovely theory but would only distract from the 

problems of the world. You had these two differing opinions which were miles apart. 

Neither of these opinions really comprehends what Jesus is talking about in today’s 

reading from John 15:9-17, so let us look at the context and the content of this passage 

and then relate it back to ourselves today. 

 

John 15:9-17 

Last Sunday we had the first section of John 15: verses 1-8 which spoke about the 

relationship between Jesus and his followers, “I am the vine and you are the branches” 

along with Jesus saying God is the gardener or vinedresser that prunes all the vine so it 

produces more fruit and those not bearing fruit are cut away. It is into this analogy that 

we have the reading for today, which is not about some ‘namby-pamby free love that 

feels good’ but rather expands upon the analogy of the vine that Jesus has just used. It 

is a command to love (‘agape’ is the Greek word) which talks about the pure love for 

another that would mean you’d even lay down your life for your friends. Of course this is 

setting the scene for Jesus’ death and resurrection which we remembered at Easter, but 

in the church year it is also reminding us about the sense of community that developed 

in the early church with the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost which we will celebrate in 

a couple of weeks’ time.  

 

Jesus here is preparing his disciples both for his own death but also for the building of 

the early church community. This will not be an easy task and Jesus knew it. Also 

John’s Gospel was written as persecution against Christians was huge by the Romans. 

Many were being killed for not accepting Caesar as god and refusing to bow down to 

him or his effigy. Hence in the life of the early church this passage had huge 

significance. Also individuals would not divulge the names of fellow Christians under 

torture and were being killed for that as well. For strength, for support and for renewal,  

Jesus uses the words earlier in the passage; 
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“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 

            No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”  

John 15:4 

 

This ‘staying connected’ to Christ, abiding in him and the community was all important 

and we can learn from that today. Here is the nourishment, the strength and in a sense 

the power to go on in the face of adversity. 

 

I have shared in worship in a number of countries where Christianity is either a minority 

religion or under persecution. The faithfulness of those people is quite remarkable. Their 

prayer life, their devotion, their connectedness to Christ the vine and the strength of 

their often small communities can teach us a lot about our faith. We have it too easy in a 

sense. Yes, someone might make a snide comment when we say we went to church 

today, or we are part of a church youth group, Bible study group or whatever but there is 

no sense of persecution let alone death for what we believe. Suddenly the reality of this 

passage takes on a different nuance if we see it in this light. 

     

“Greater love has no one than this, that he/she lay down his or her life for their 

friends. You are my friends if you do what I command…….Love each other.”  

John 15:13-14 & 17 

 

Suddenly, in this context, ‘love’ is not something nice to have or nice to do to/for others, 

it becomes a life and sometimes death reality around your faith. 

 

I remember being in Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, quite a few years ago and my taxi driver 

was a young man from the Philippines. We chatted about home and why he was 

working in Saudi and some of the difficulties he had experienced. After about ten 

minutes of chatting he pulled the car off onto a side road and he asked me whether I 

was a Christian. I had been told not to take anything Christian ashore as it was an 

Islamic country and not to proselytise the locals (my words). Hence initially I was a bit 

hesitant but he told me a little about his Christian faith and I shared my background with 

him. He told me about the struggling Christian Philippino community in Jeddah and how 

a ‘worker priest’ had come to share with them but was found out and publicly executed. 

Not something we read about much back in the early 1990’s. Today in various parts of 

the world there can be this huge cost to living out your faith – it can mean death and we 

read about it regularly in news from a variety of countries. 

Yet alongside all this, is the call to ‘Love as Christ loved us’ – a sacrificial love that is 

deep, meaningful and changes lives, even if it costs. 

 

What does this love mean for us today? 

The following is a portion of what I read from some of Bruce Prewer’s writings on this 

passage:  

   Loving Jesus-style includes: 
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 Challenging corruption and deceits 

 Caring for the welfare of our enemies and even those in our congregation that 

we are not too sure about! 

 Lending without expecting to be repaid 

 Forgiving seventy times seven those who hurt us 

 Turning the other cheek 

 Giving without wanting gratitude or praise 

 Confronting with naked honesty the hypocrisies of religion 

 Expressing anger when people are being exploited 

 Embracing outcastes and welcoming sinners 

 Accepting that in some circumstances misunderstanding will be your lot 

 That rejection and suffering may be the only apparent result of your holiest 

efforts 

 

How does that list of love demands make you feel? For me it sends a bit of a shudder 

up the spine as if I’m not sure I’m ‘up to’ this ‘love’ that Christ commands. It isn’t some 

ethereal concept. Rather it is the ‘nitty gritty’ of life and the way you choose to live your 

life in relationship with Christ who calls himself “the true vine” at the beginning of John 

15 and we are the branches. 

 

Yet through this Jesus calls us his friends, and we have this command “to love.” A solid 

calling into which all our relationships are to be based on the ‘love of Christ’. We 

actually have to make a decision to be a loving person who follows the love of Christ 

which also reveals the love of God to and for us! 

 

Prayer 

Loving God, help us, the family of the church, to learn the way of love from you. Bring 

that love into all our relationships, especially into our homes on this Mothers’ Day. Bring 

us together in spirit and action bearing one another’s burdens and sharing each other’s 

gifts. May we be a community that lives out our faith for one another and seeks to care 

more broadly in the community for those who struggle with life in a variety of ways. 

Amen.  


