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Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 
Christmas 1 – Canberra Central Parish Service – 28th December 2014 at 10am 
Reading:  Luke 2:21-40 ‘Jesus presented to the temple’ 
Theme:  “Jesus the fulfiller of Old Testament prophecy” 
Text:  “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 

peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the 
sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your  

             people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32 
 

Introduction 
Well another Christmas is over, we have a horde of gifts for re-gifting next year, some of us 
are talking about our post-Christmas diets and we faithful lot have turned up for the post-
Christmas service – well done. 
In many ways today is as important as Christmas Day with the Gospel reading from Luke 
giving us vital background that prepares us for the ministry of Jesus. This passage is not an 
added extra or a Christmas afterthought, rather it teaches us much about what is to come 
with this babe, born to be King, Emmanuel, God-with-us. So let us look at a few of the 
aspects found in this Lucan passage. 
 

Luke 2:21-40 
In Hebrew Law there were two basic requirements that parents were supposed to do with 
the birth of a new baby. For a boy, the first thing was circumcision on the eighth day after 
the birth, and concurrent with that was the naming of the child. Following the Law, this was 
duly done and the baby was named Jesus, as the angel had given this name to Mary. Jesus 
in the Hebrew can also be translated Joshua, meaning ‘God is salvation’. 
The second major event was the rite of purification for Mary. Following the birth of a child a 
woman was deemed ‘unclean’ for 40 days and then they were to take the child to the 
Temple, especially a male child, to fulfil the Law found in Leviticus 12: 2-8 which says: 

“A woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son will ceremonially be 
unclean for seven days, just as she is unclean during her monthly period. On the 
eighth day the boy is to be circumcised. Then the woman must wait thirty-three days 
to be purified from her bleeding. She must not touch anything sacred or go to the 
sanctuary until the days of her purification are over. 

       (there are then different regulations for the birth of a daughter).. 
When the days of her purification for a son are over, she is to bring to the priest at 
the entrance of the Tent of Meeting (which became the Temple when the Jews 
settled in the promised land) a year old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon 
or a dove for a sin offering. He shall offer them before the Lord to make atonement 
for her, and then she will be ceremonially clean from her flow of blood. 
These are the regulations for the woman who gives birth to a son. If she cannot 
afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt 
offering and the other for a sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for 
her, and she will be clean.” 

 

Also we read in Exodus 13:1-2 “The Lord said to Moses,   ‘Consecrate to me every firstborn 
male.’”  
Hence Mary and Joseph took their newborn to the temple for a blessing and for the 
purification rites for Mary. As they were poor, their offering was a pair of doves or pigeons. 
Obviously Mary and Joseph saw themselves as fulfilling the Law – this was a high priority. 
Sometimes we do not see that Jesus comes to fulfil the Law not to throw it out. Hence 
seeing Jesus, from birth fulfilling the Law is important, even though it is done through his 
parents. 
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Maybe here we see the parallel for infant baptism today, an occasion where parents and the 
congregation make vows to bring up the child within the Christian faith. 
 

Next in this passage in verses 25-35 we have the meeting with Simeon, a righteous and 
devout person of God. We read about Simeon that “Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts.”  
 

Simeon had an openness to God’s Spirit which allowed God to give direction. Simeon had 
been waiting for ‘the consolation of Israel’, the one God would raise up to be the Messiah – 
this was his prayer to God that he would live long enough to see this individual. 
As he meets with Mary and Joseph we have his song of joy at experiencing the joy of 
meeting the baby Jesus. Often referred to as the “Nunc Dimittis” from the first few words of 
the Latin Vulgate translation of the Bible, translated as ‘(You) now dismiss’ this is a 
wonderful few lines: 
 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For 
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” (vss 
29-32) 

 

Here we have the joy and the testimony that God is fulfilling his promise to the people with a 
Messiah, one who comes bringing God. Here in the incarnation, we have God-with us- 
Emmanuel.  Simeon, a person of God, gives thanks for the gift of this special child. Simeon 
then addresses Mary and speaks of Jesus’ ministry but also of the anguish of his death and 
the grief it will give to Mary. This is the first reference in this Gospel of Christ’s suffering. 
“And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Vs35b 
 

Simeon’s praise is also echoed by the prophetess Anna. Sometimes we forget that there 
were prophetesses, not simply prophets, in the Hebrew Scriptures which included Miriam (In 
Exodus 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4) and Huldah (2 Kings22:14). Here Anna adds a 
second voice of credence to who Jesus will become.  
 

The passage ends with Mary and Joseph returning to Galilee and Jesus growing and 
becoming strong and being filled with wisdom, and the grace of god was upon him. (vss 39-
40) 
 

Conclusion 
In this passage we have the foundation for the ministry of Jesus, following the line of the 
prophets of old, growing up within the Hebrew Law and customs and being prepared for a 
future that is God given, but not easy. 
 

This is part of the Christmas message that we tend to ‘gloss over’ which gets thrown out 
with the Christmas wrappings and left for another year. 
However, as we come towards another New Year, may we take to heart the fact that this 
babe, is indeed our Lord and Saviour and may we allow God, through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, to guide us as to where our faith is leading us, and what it means to encounter Jesus.  
 

For Simeon, he had learnt of God’s faithfulness and was now ready to die. 
 

For us, may we also learn of God’s faithfulness, revealed in Scripture, and may we see 
where God may be leading us personally, as well as a faith community. 
This is my prayer as we enter 2015. Amen!!             
 
 


