
Sermon by Rev David Thiem 
 
Christ the King – 23rd November  2014 – 10.30am Wesley 
Theme:  ‘Do not let fear constrain you, rather let faith enable you’ 
Readings:  Ezekiel 34: 11-16 & 20-24 ‘The shepherd caring for the flock’ 
                   Matthew 25:31-46 ‘The parable of the sheep and the goats’ 
Text:  “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and  
            you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
            I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after  
            me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” Matthew 25:35-36 
 
Prayer:  May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be  
               acceptable to you, O my God. Amen. 
 
Introduction 
We are at the end of the Christian Year and next Sunday marks the beginning of the 
new year, with Advent 1. It also means that today is Christ the King Sunday and 
Christmas is almost here. Great for the kids but usually a very busy time for many of 
us!!! Suddenly Christmas cards are thought about, a variety of social functions are 
happening, along with the question, ‘What are we doing for Christmas and how is 
the shopping going?’. I begin to feel slightly queasy about everything that is 
happening, not sure how to fit everything in! Then I looked at our readings for this 
Sunday and saw the imagery of the shepherd with his or her flock. It is challenging 
imagery, as one who is supposedly doing some of the shepherding!!  
One exposition on both Ezekiel and Matthew commented about shepherds: 
 

 Shepherds are ‘keepers’ because they keep watch, keep their charges 
fed, and keep dangers away from the flocks under their care 

 Shepherds are ‘searchers’ because they search for good pastures, search 
for the ‘lost’ and search for the injured of their flocks. 

 Shepherds are also ‘accountants’  because they are held accountable for 
the nourishment of the sheep, keep account of the numbers of the flock 
and are answerable for the resources of the land they rely on. 
 

The other side to using metaphors is that there are also some aspects that are not 
so pleasant: 

 Shepherds were most likely to be ‘foul and stinky’ as they lived with the 
sheep and the goats and hygiene was not easy to maintain 

 Shepherds were likely to have to fight to the death against wild animals and 
others that tried to steal their flock – shepherding is not usually seen as plain 
dangerous 

 Shepherds lived off their flock, trading and eating some of their flock, to 
survive – again we don’t tend to use this side of ‘being a shepherd’ when we 
think of the Biblical image 

 Shepherds gave up all semblance of a normal life to care for the wellbeing of 
their animals, living with them, which could be a lonely existence. Jesus 
lived with his flock of disciples but again we don’t tend to dwell on this 
image. 
 

Hence it is into this that we have the two set texts for today. 



Ezekiel 34:11-16 & 20-24 
Here we have the beginning of a collection of salvation oracles, (chapters 34-48) 
where the prophet Ezekiel sets out to show the Israelites that God has not deserted 
them even though their country has been over-run by the Babylonians, their temple 
in Jerusalem destroyed and many of them are now living in exile. Ezekiel’s 
rhetorical goal is to convince his people that their God is not powerless, but that 
they have a future which is in God’s hands. There is hope even in the seemingly 
hopeless situation they currently find themselves. Ezekiel uses the metaphor of 
shepherd and sheep to make his point. In Ezekiel 34:1-10 he gives his reasons why 
God assumes the role of shepherd. Then verses 11-16 speak of the role of God as 
shepherd and what he’ll do. In the ancient Near East, ‘shepherd’ was used as a 
name for the king, who as a servant of the Deity was expected to provide for his 
people and rule them with justice. Ezekiel criticizes the former ‘shepherds of Israel’ 
for feeding themselves instead of their sheep (34:2). Their rule was carried out with 
‘force and harshness’ (34:4) leaving Israel without a shepherd (34:5). Into this, God 
the shepherd (ro’eh) feeds (ra’ah) the sheep in good pastures with water nearby 
and with justice. The play on the Hebrew words accentuates the difference between 
the good shepherd (God) and the previous rulers. The good shepherd seeks the 
lost, rounds up the strays, binds up the injured and strengthens the weak. Also one 
shepherd will be placed over the flock to sort them out. There is a unity within the 
flock as there hadn’t been. Hence hope is instilled into the people by Ezekiel’s word 
picture of the shepherd. 
 
Matthew 25:31-46     
Here we have Jesus’ final parable, the parable of the sheep and the goats. Today 
we find this a little strange but in Jesus’ time, and even today the nomadic flocks 
herded by shepherds in the Negev, look similar animals, unlike our English/South 
African sheep which are quite different to goats here in Australia. This parable has 
traditionally been a wonderful parable for the ‘hell, fire and damnation’ preachers of 
the not too distant past. However when this parable is used to incite fear it fails to 
convey some of the underlying message. Last Sunday in the ‘parable of the talents’ 
we saw what fear did to the servant given one talent. He preserved that money but 
did nothing with it fearful of losing it or doing something against the master’s wishes. 
In doing nothing he failed to live out what the master (God) has sought from him. 
Fear stifles people in a variety of ways and dis-empowers them to do even the 
simplest of tasks and niceties to others.  
Today’s parable is not, or should not be taken, as fearing God and judgement. 
Rather it is about fulfilling simple tasks both in our community and in the wider 
community, in faith. Here we are shown we have practical God-given abilities and 
we can practically care for others. Food, water, clothing, hospitality, companionship: 
these are not only the most necessary elements for communal life – they are the 
most available gifts to give. The lesson of the sheep and the goats can be seen, 
should be seen as good news, because it asks each of us to share precisely what 
each has with others. That is the true centre of this passage. Whether it is food, 
water, a compassionate ear, hospitality, an open heart, everyone has something to 
share. We should be enlivened by this passage and not fearful of it. As we come as 
people of God, as we hear Jesus’ words, we are affirmed in our Christian living and 
in our faith. This passage is an affirmation, but also may be a mental and spiritual 
jolt, to live out our faith: 



“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me. Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord when did we see you 
hungry…thirsty….a stranger…in need of clothes or in prison? The King will reply, ‘I 
tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers or sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ Matthew 25: 35-40 
 
Conclusion 
Suddenly ‘Christ the King’ Sunday takes on a new complexion. Not a day of might, 
pomp and ceremony, but rather a day of servitude, compassion and care. Quite a 
different perspective to all the pomp and ceremony surrounding the national leaders 
of the G20. Here we have leadership in terms of serving others. This is the Kingship 
of Christ that we celebrate this Sunday as we move into the preparation season of 
Advent, preparing afresh in our hearts what it means to have Christ as our Lord and 
Saviour, born humbly in a manager, a food trough, of the animals. Another symbol 
of servitude. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come, to teach us humility, compassion, care, love and what it 
means to be part of your kingdom. Amen!  
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose kingdom is not of this world, when our pride and fear lead 
us to collude with the world’s greed and aggression, inflame our hearts anew with 
passion and yearning for the values of your kingdom. 
May we journey through this world in peace and integrity, and with a thirst for justice 
for all your creation. 
We ask this in your precious name. Amen.   
           
      
 


