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Pentecost 9 – Wesley 9am – 10th August  2014 
Reading:  Matthew 14: 22-33 ‘Jesus walks on the water’ 
Text:   “You of little faith, why did you doubt.” Verse 31b 
Theme:  “Faith, courage and prepared to ‘chance it’. 
 
Setting 
From the past few weeks of Scripture readings we know the setting for today’s 
miraculous account. Just in case you’ve missed a week or two of the drama of these past 
few weeks here is the scenario. For Jesus and the disciples it has been an exhausting 
day. They have learned that their friend John the Baptist has been beheaded and the 
disciples have witnessed the impossible feeding of more than 5,000 people with just a 
few loaves and two fish. It is time for a break. Jesus sends the disciples away in the boat 
to the other side of the lake and dismisses the crowds. Jesus then seeks some solitude, 
some time to pray and grieve for himself and he goes ‘up the mountain by himself’ 
implying this is a time to be closer to God. 
As readers, we are invited into the liminal spaces of night and day, sand and shore, wind 
and calm, fear and courage. We are in an in-between space, where the human and the 
holy will meet, to stretch and encounter one another. It is into this space that we have the 
account of ‘Jesus walking on the water’.   
 
Account – Matthew 14:25-33 
Morning dawns, really it is pre-dawn as the fourth watch is between 3-6am, and it is in 
this timeslot that Jesus comes to the disciples. One of the commentators writes; ‘Being 
the Son of God and unimpaired by limitations, Jesus takes a shortcut across the top of 
the water……It is a truly significant revelation of power for Jesus to do this. …Perhaps 
Jesus now feels the disciples are ready to see just how limitless the Son of God really is.’ 
I find it amazing that Jesus just does this. The disciples are not calling out to him in need 
and no-one has asked him to do this. Why does Jesus defy the laws of nature in this way 
and what does he want the disciples to learn from this encounter? 
 
Two important questions for which we may find some possibilities for an answer as we 
look closer at the text. 
 
Halfway between sleep and waking, the disciples are startled to see a figure walking on 
the water. They cannot make sense of what they are seeing, although it is their friend 
Jesus, with whom they have travelled and been taught intimately for months now. What 
prevents them from seeing/recognizing Jesus for who he is? For us it raises the question: 
“What is it that keeps us from seeing God’s presence among us?” We are told that Jesus 
seeks us, even ‘to the end of the age’. So often we don’t see the presence of Jesus 
around us – we don’t recognise his presence close to us. 
 
Let me share with you something that happened during the week, but I can’t share the 
names or too much detail. 
 
I was called to an emergency situation and was not sure what I was walking into. I 
prayed, ‘Lord support the person I am to see and give me the words to say that I need.’ 
Well I got there and some-one else was already with the individual and doing a great job. 
She left soon after I arrived as she had another commitment. She came back an hour 
later. I shared with the individual and it was obvious that further professional help was 
required. A phone call later brought the professional help necessary literally to the door in 
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the form of a health care professional. Then we were able to sort through an appropriate 
action plan. By myself, I never could have done what was required. I didn’t know what I 
was walking into – there was no recognition of the situation except that it was critical. But 
somehow the resource people were available and present and the outcome amazing. 
What was also even more amazing was that some faith journeying stories came out from 
people I had never met before, during this crisis. I left, some hours later, with a peace 
about the situation that could only have come from God. 
 
It wasn’t quite Jesus walking on the water, but it was quite miraculous on a number of 
levels. 
 
I had written the opening paragraph of this sermon when I was called away and as I 
came back to write more of my sermon, I felt I needed to add this true account from an 
incredibly busy pastoral week that has been totally unpredictable and quite disrupted. 
In a sense, this miracle is teaching the disciples and ourselves to expect and see Jesus 
in the unpredictable of life, possibly in unexpected ways and places, which may even be 
a little frightening to our rational minds. 
 
Always patient and compassionate, Jesus hears the cries of the disciples as they do not 
recognize him:  
 
     “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Vs 27 
 
It seems to be a central aspect of the human experience that our fears and superstitions 
blind us to the arrival of the holy. In the same way, it seems to be a central and blessed 
aspect of the character of God that God stands ready with a word of comfort and calm to 
soothe us: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 
These words seem to unlock something in Peter. The hot coals of faith are glowing 
stronger inside him and he needs just a little more encouragement to move him to action. 
Sound familiar?! 
 
Peter says: ‘Lord, if it is you tell me to come to you on the water.’  (vs 28) 
 
Jesus’ simple response is: “Come.”     
 
With that Peter gets out of the boat and begins to head towards Jesus. It is the simple 
encouragement that is needed by Peter and he heads towards Jesus. But just as quickly 
Peter saw the wind, the waves and was afraid and began to sink. 
Jesus reaches out his hand and caught him saying: 
 

     “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” vs 31b 
 

Isn’t this so often the story of our faith and the faith of the church. 
Initially hugely enthusiastic, wanting to change the world and then being battered by the 
realities of life and the prejudices within the church itself. 
The subtext is that anything is possible with faith. Walking on water, feeding five 
thousand, healing the sick – all of it becomes possible if we simply keep our eyes on 
Jesus and not the gusting wind and swelling waves that surround us. With a word and a 
touch Jesus re-assures Peter of his presence and the power of God to alter reality.  
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Reflection for ourselves 
Imagine ourselves in Peter’s situation – would we even ‘chance it’ to do what he did – 
attempt to walk on water? 
What are the things that hold us back in our faith? 
What are the encouragements that might help us to ‘take the plunge,’ so to speak, in 
moving forward with our faith? 
Sometimes we are called to trust, even when we are not sure, in faith matters – that is 
why it is faith. 
 
Here is an account, however you want to interpret it, that is again teaching the disciples 
to dare to have faith and to see the amazing consequences of faith. Not easy – our 
Christian faith is scary because of the unknown outcomes of relying on Christ in faith. 
As individuals and as a church, Jesus is calling us, at times out of the comfort of the 
boat/our church, to be faithful in areas of the unknown. 
 
Within the life of the Parish we are being called to look at the following currently:  
 

 Children’s and Youth Ministry and what that might look like into the future here at 
Wesley 

 A broader Finance Group that looks after the aspects of our finances and 
stewardship 

 An IT/Audio/Audio Visual Group that looks at the needs now and into the future 

 A Property Management Group that now looks at property needs/maintenance 
and the future  

 A Parish Office Administrator that oversights the office and helps co-ordinate the 
variety of activities within the Parish 

 Even within this 9am worship group it has been suggested that we look at a more 
formal worship team to help co-ordinate our worship 
 

Things are changing, faith is being tested and where are we in all of this. 
 
Maybe Jesus is saying to us: 
         “Come, test the waters, step out in faith.” 
 
What a challenge within Scripture for us today and every day. Amen.                                           


