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Trinity Sunday – 15th June 2014 – 9am Wesley Uniting 
Readings:  Genesis 1:1-2:4a ‘The first creation story’ 
                    Psalm 8: ‘In praise of God’ 
                    Matthew 28:16-20 ‘The great commission’ 
 
Introduction 
After Pentecost and the joy of the infant church we are suddenly dealt a pretty 
strange scenario this week, following up the excitement of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit last Sunday with a theological conundrum, with this being Trinity Sunday. The 
Trinity is alluded to in Scripture in a variety of places but the word is not to be found 
in the Bible. Rather the term may be traced back to Tertullian, the third century Latin 
father, who coined the word ‘trinitas’ to express this unique intradivine relationship. 
While the term ‘trinity’ is not a biblical word, the doctrine of the Trinity is clearly 
founded upon both the Old Testament (Hebrew) and New Testament usage of the 
Godhead. We will look briefly at some of these instances from our set readings for 
today in a moment. The great Christian father, Augustine, reduced his understanding 
of the Trinity to a very simple illustration. He used the example of a tree. 
The root is wood; the trunk is wood; the branches are wood: one wood, but three 
differing entities. So apply that to the Godhead. Okay, now try preaching about it! 
Short sermon today – I’m sure you’ll love that!! 
However, I will say a few more words from our readings that talk about different 
aspects of our one God, who has the differing roles of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Let’s look at the readings. 
 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a     
For me this creation story is one of the most beautiful writings in the Bible. I am not a 
literalist, but see this first creation story as a way that the Hebrew people explained 
their world. Initially, and for generations, there was no written Hebrew language. It 
was an oral tradition, handed down from generation to generation, not unlike the 
‘dreamtime stories’ of our own indigenous Australians. Initial Hebrew writing was an 
alphabet without vowels. Hence it was a guttural language and only later were 
vowels added to make it a spoken language. Scholars suggest a variety of schools, 
probably in different places and at different times, began the written language, quite 
possibly in the times of devastation where Israel and Judah were devastated in 
721BC and 587/6BC and a portion transported off into exile. To keep their faith alive, 
the stories of their forefathers began to be recorded in a written format. In this first 
account we have the generic word for God ‘elohim’ recorded in the ancient Hebrew. 
We also have the creative aspect of God at work in two ways: - firstly in verse 2  
 

‘..and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters’ 
 
This ‘Spirit of God’, ‘ruah elohim’, is that creative power of God at work, seen last 
Sunday in the Holy Spirit at work at Pentecost. 
 
The second creative aspect here is seen in the words:  

‘And God said…’ and it happened.  
 

Seven times we have this – that divine number. The other words that strike us are:  
‘And God saw that it was good.’ 
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The other thing I love about this creation story is that mankind is created last. 
This for me is a faith story of the Hebrew people to explain the existence of their 
world. God is front and centre in their faith world. 
 
For me God, the creating brilliance, is there and hence this is part of my faith story. 
Does it conflict with science, cosmology, the great bang theory – in no way as it is a 
faith story, and a beautiful one at that. I’m sure we’ll have some discussion over 
coffee about this! 
 
Psalm 8 
This Psalm brings to us further manifestations of God the Creator, however we wish 
to envisage that. This Psalm, assigned as a Psalm of David, has that wonderful 
section within it: 

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him.” Vss 3-5 
 

Here we see not only God at work, but God mindful of mankind. Hence the imagery 
of God, the Father, as part of this Psalm, is central to it. 
 
It finishes with the words: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth!” Praise of God is what we are called to do. 
 
Matthew 28: 16-20 
In the “Great Commission” we have Jesus using the ‘Trinitarian Formula’ in sending 
out the disciples: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” 

There are the scholars who suggest that this was added later by the early church to 
re-inforce the doctrine of the Trinity. I am not totally convinced about that. If we take 
the Tertullian view then it was hundreds of years after the initial Matthean manuscript 
which I consider most unlikely as I doubt the early church would have allowed that to 
occur. Also this passage has been used since early times as the declaration to take 
the Gospel to all quarters of the known world and was used to encourage the 
baptism of those who chose Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 
 
Conclusion 
The Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit makes sense to 
me even if it isn’t specifically espoused as such in Scripture. However, over the 
centuries, this doctrine of the church has caused divisions and discussions and 
continues to be a point of and for debate. This Trinity Sunday may we continue that 
debate over our coffee!! Amen.          
 
  
                        


