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Easter 7 – 9am Wesley – 1st June 2014 
Theme:  “Amazing Happenings – the Ascension of Jesus” 
Reading:  Acts 1:6-14 
Text:  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” (vs8)   

 
Introduction 
Eleven men and maybe a few fellow travellers stood on a Palestinian hillside and 
watched in amazement as their teacher, mentor and leader disappeared into the 
clouds. You could well have imagined that by now they might have grown beyond 
disbelief at the things that had occurred and the course their lives had taken since 
they had taken up following Jesus from those earlier Galilean days. But here we have 
them staring into heaven where Jesus has gone from view. Perhaps it is true that 
wonders never cease. Two men in white robes chided them for standing there ‘looking 
up towards heaven’ so they returned to Jerusalem to wait as they had been instructed, 
to see what amazing thing would happen next. The roller coaster ride was about to 
continue with the coming of the Holy Spirit upon their group, which we celebrate next 
Sunday. 
However there are a number of notable things that happen in this passage that would 
want a closer look, so let us take a few moments to reflect on aspects of the passage 
and then think about implications for us today. 
 
Acts 1:6-14 
In the first part of today’s reading we have the disciples’ final question to Jesus and his 
answer in vss 6-8. 
 

“Lord, at this time are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 

Jesus must have thought, ‘O my goodness even now they haven’t got a clue about 
what I’ve been on about!’ 
 
Some of the disciples, like their fellow countrymen, were looking for the deliverance of 
the people of Israel from foreign domination and for the establishment of an earthly 
kingdom where they had control. The disciples wondered if the reference to the 
coming Holy Spirit was an ushering in of a new age that would rid them of their Roman 
overlords. So Jesus uses his last words to teach them about spiritual renewal that 
comes through receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit and their responsibilities in all this. 
Hence in vss 7-8 Jesus lays out some guidelines. 
 

1. Leave dates, times etc in the hands of God – it is not your worry. Plus it is not 
an earthly dominion thing that I’m on about – remember that! 

2. However you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, in due 
course – wait and be patient. 

3. You will be my witnesses locally, regionally and to the ends of the earth. This 
theme of being witnesses in the power of the Holy Spirit is part of the Book of 
Acts. Hence we have a variety of testimonies and faith sermons throughout the 
book of Acts.  
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The actual ascension then occurred on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, 
between Jerusalem and Bethany, we are told a ‘Sabbath day’s walk from the city’ 
which is not far, probably a couple of kilometres down the road. 
 
What is of note is that the disciples: 

1. Returned to Jerusalem and to the upper room where we presume the ‘Last 
Supper’ occurred, as this was where they were staying 

2. They stayed together as a group of Jesus’ followers to await what had been 
promised earlier in vss 4-5: 
“Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

3. “They all joined together constantly in prayer along with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.” vs14 There was this sense of 
community, of one-ness, which was founded on Jesus. Here, in a sense, we 
have the first congregation gathered for worship and prayer.  William Willimon, 
an American theologian, reminds us; “Our waiting and praying … indicate that 
the gift of the spirit is never an assured possession of the church. It is a gift, a 
gift which must be constantly sought anew in prayer….” 

 
Reflection for ourselves 

1. Firstly, may we take heart from the disciples – they didn’t always understand 
faith issues and asked Jesus stupid questions right up until the end. May we 
continue to struggle with aspects of our faith, because that is why it is ‘faith’ not 
fact. We learn through asking and sometimes struggling. 

2. Secondly, may we learn the importance of faith community. Sometimes we 
struggle with our faith community and individuals within it, for a variety of 
reasons but here we learn that community is important and in faith issues we 
need that community to grow, to have fellowship and to ‘bounce off’ as well as 
for support. 

3. Thirdly, we need to be a praying community, because that is where we are 
prepared spiritually for the different areas that may occur including the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. One of the very important groups in the life of this Parish is our 
Intercessory Prayer Group which meets faithfully on a Thursday morning at 
7.30am for half an hour. Part of it is devotional and part of it is prayer. It helps to 
underpin the life of the Parish with prayer. So important! 

4. Fourthly, we are reminded that we are called to be witnesses to our faith in 
Jesus. That is primary to our calling as Christians. Sometimes it is a gentle 
witness. Other times we may have the relationship that enables our faith to be 
more forthright. 

5. Fifthly, we are called to be patient in our faith. In a sense ‘to wait upon the Lord’ 
for God’s timing. We can be very impatient wanting instant answers in our 
modern, instant world. God doesn’t necessarily work to our timetable. Allow for 
God’s timing and be patient. 

    
I leave you with the question/reflection:  
 

“How are we witnesses to Christ in our homes, workplaces, leisure activities, 
with family and friends and those we meet?” 

     


