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Christmas Eve Combine Service – 2013 at Wesley Uniting 
Theme:  Expectation and Hope 
Readings:  Isaiah 9:2-7 and Luke 2:1-14 
 
Introduction 
“I love living in Canberra!” This has been part of the centenary celebrations theme 
this past year. People have come up with a vast spectrum of reasons as to why they 
like living here. Well mine is a little left field but it is the politics, especially federally. 
To live in the nation’s capital and to see and hear all that goes on, no matter what 
your political preference is, I find fascinating. Naturally some of the ‘carry on’ in 
parliament I feel we could do without, but to see and hear the debates, to see our 
politicians around the place in the supermarket or out dining etc brings home the 
humanness of those in parliament and takes away some of the mystique that 
surrounds our thoughts on parliamentarians. 
Theoretically we are told that you shouldn’t talk too much about politics and religion – 
it’s just not good Australian form. Well sorry about that, but tonight I’m going to speak 
about both because they are in both our set readings for tonight. 
 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 “A prophecy of hope” 
 

This prophetic poem in Isaiah 9 brings together two themes: 
 

- The end of military oppression (vss 2-5) 
- The accession of a new king (vss 6-7) 

 

Many Biblical scholars think that this text originally celebrated the coronation of 
Hezekiah, who ruled the kingdom of Judah from 715-687 BC. It gives voice to 
profound hope for the reign of this descendent of David, at a time when Judah 
faced the harsh realities of Assyrian domination. In contrast to recent military 
humiliations the prophet looks forward to a time when they will re-emerge from 
darkness and experience the joy of light, which implies military success, new found 
freedom and able to go their own national direction, rather than being a people 
under servitude. 
 

The poetic language of servitude comes out with phrases like: 
- The yoke of their burden 
- The bar across their shoulder 
- The rod of their oppressor   

 

These are images of an agrarian based society with the beasts of burden 
harnessed to work the soil – such was the lot of Judah with powerful nations 
around them causing them to be slaves. The prophet looked for one who would 
lead his people out of this oppression. 
Consequently we have the words of one who is to come to free the people:  
 

“For to us a child has been born, a son given; 
                 Authority rests upon his shoulders and he is named 
                 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
                  Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, 
                  and there will be endless peace.” (vss 6-7) 
 

What a hoped for glorious era to come. Set in this Christmas Eve service, Isaiah 9 
injects its profound hopefulness into the story of the Bethlehem birth. 
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Luke 2: 1-14 – “The birth of Jesus” 
The writer of Luke’s Gospel gives a world framework to what initially appears to be 
an insignificant birth to a couple from Nazareth in Galilee. ‘A decree went out from 
Emperor Caesar Augustus’, the undisputed ruler of the Mediterranean region. 
There is the implicit contrast between Caesar and the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem 
and yet Mary’s baby, God’s Messiah, will rule over all peoples. His birth is 
incredibly humble, not one you would think of as being ‘fit for a Messiah’.  
Here again politics and religion meet. On the one hand there is the public census 
required by the decree and on the other hand there is the religious and political 
significance that Jesus is born in the city of David and of the lineage of David. 
 

It is interesting for us here tonight. On this Christmas Eve some of us have travelled 
to be with families here in Canberra. Others are planning trips to see family, 
relatives and friends, not purely for holidays. Some undertake these journeys with 
trepidation, others with joy. Some go with a sense of obligation and some travel by 
choice. Others wish they could travel but can’t for a variety of reasons. Some come 
with sorrow because the family times of the past are no longer possible because of 
the death of loved ones, changed relationships or limited means. Hence Christmas 
for many, is often a time of strain, tension and grief. 
 

But into that comes ‘the hope of the world’. 
The message conveyed by angels to the shepherds, the lowly carers of sheep, but 
those chosen by God to hear the message and greet the newborn. The image of 
the shepherd, one who cares for the flock, a positive Hebrew Scripture image used 
later by Jesus, not only in parable form, but calling Peter to ‘care for the sheep’ – 
that is those of the early church. 
So much is in these few verses and we need to recognize the strong links between 
the Hebrew Scriptures and the Gospels and the Epistles of the New Testament.   
 

What do we make of all this for ourselves as we enter Christmas Day again? 
 

1. Firstly we need to take the hope of the prophet into our world today. A world 
wracked by war in so many areas with suicide bombers, IED’s maiming people, 
civil wars and old rivalries causing havoc and political unrest. Into that we need 
to work towards the hope of the prophet Isaiah and see the possibility of peace 
and become peace-makers. 
 

2. The expectation of the season of Advent draws us to look afresh at ourselves 
and our faith relationship as we again celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Christ, 
the one promised by God. Do we exude the hope, joy and love presented to us 
in the Christ child in the way we deal with others? Do we look to care for all 
people and live harmoniously with neighbours who are different to ourselves? 
Do we reach out to those who are the marginalised, who in a sense are born on 
the fringes of our society? 
 

In the Christmas stories and the prophetic writings there is much to stimulate us 
and challenge us not just at this time of the year but throughout life itself. Make time 
and space for the Christ child in your life. Amen!    
   
          


