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Sermon – 17th November 2013 – St Aidan’s – Pentecost 26 
Theme:  “Looking into the future” 
Reading:  Luke 21: 5-19 & Isaiah 65: 17-25 
 
Introduction 
One of the things that amazes me is the accuracy now for much of our weather 
forecasting.  With the advances in technology, meteorological science, can now predict 
storms, rain, wind and other wild weather. Satellite imagery gives us pictures of 
massive storms, tornedoes and typhoons from outer space which tracks their paths. It 
doesn’t change the weather but it can mean evacuations can occur ahead of time which 
may mean limited loss of life, stock and other amenities. However, we still have the 
massive destruction such as that which has hit the Philippines in the past week with so 
much loss of life, housing  and other devastation. We think of Bill Tweddell as he 
manages, from an Australian perspective, the needs of Australians in the Philippines as 
well as being involved in some of the aid operation to that country. 
It is intriguing that we want to know, ahead of time, what the weather is going to be like. 
It’s so people can plan a picnic, what to wear, where to go based on the forecast.  
In a sense, we also want to know what the future holds for us as individuals and as a 
world. Our forecasting in this area is not so good!! 
 
Middle 
People have been looking to the Bible for that answer for thousands of years. Christians 
and non-Christians too have been searching the New Testament for signs and dates 
and details about the ending of history and the fundamentalists, have on occasions, 
come up with dates that have not eventuated. 
The Bible says that Jesus will return. The Bible promises openly that the faithful will be 
with God forever. But cryptic, symbolic messages detailing when and how these things 
will happen just aren’t there. We need to realise that the Bible is not a word puzzle but 
rather a faith document. 
In Luke 21: 5-11 we read: 
 
    “When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God. Jesus said, ‘As for these things that you see, the 
days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about 
to take place?’ And Jesus said, ‘ Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come 
in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. When you 
hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, 
but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nations will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various 
places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs in 
heaven.” Luke 21:5-11 
 
This is one of the classic ‘end of the world’ lessons told by Jesus. 
Yet it is not a doomsday plan at all. 

1. Firstly, Jesus is very blunt warning people about those who have ‘hacked into’ 
what they think is God’s plan. Jesus’ advice – ‘Do not go after them’ (vs 8) 

2. Secondly, what is predicted here is in fact the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem which occurred in 70AD.Under order of the Roman general, Titus, the 



Page 2 of 2 
 

temple, along with much of the city of Jerusalem, was burnt and ‘sacked’. Quite 
literally the temple was dismantled, stone by stone, and left in ruins. 

3. Thirdly, Jesus told the disciples that before all this destruction of the temple etc: 
“they will arrest you and persecute you, they will hand you over to synagogues 
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name.” (verse 12)  

Clearly this is not a doomsday forecast for the world but a specific word for the disciples 
and his followers as to what would happen in their lifetime and why being faithful is 
going to be incredibly difficult. 
Further to that comes the harsh reality that for some even family and friends will betray 
you, which of course is what happened to some early Christians. 
The passage concludes with the words: 
  “By standing firm you will gain life” (verse 19)    
Not something we are used to. Standing firm in our faith in the face of persecution, 
rejection and possible death because we are a Christian does not raise itself, usually, in 
this country. 
We are indeed fortunate. 
Gregor, in speaking about the World Council of Churches Assembly that he has just 
attended in Busan, South Korea, commented that Bishop Sammy Azariah, the Bishop 
from Pakistan, had commented that he had relented and now had armed guards around 
him at home. Some Christians in different parts of the world live with the threat of 
persecution and death simply because of their faith. Very sobering to think about that. 
Also he commented that there were representatives from the Syrian Orthodox Church 
and the Egyptian Coptic Church all of whom are facing great challenges in their own 
countries. 
 
Conclusion 
Out of the Isaiah 65 passage we hear words of hope that are echoed right at the end of 
the Book of Revelation in chapter 21: 
“Behold I will create a new heaven and a new earth. The former things will not be 
remembered, nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will 
create ……….The wolf and the lamb will feed together…..They will neither harm nor 
destroy on all my holy mountain.” 
This is what we hope for in God’s world. As in creation there was a peacefulness so at 
the end there will be too. 
Jesus did not come to bring destruction and doom. Rather he brings peace, hope and 
life even if we cannot currently see it. This is what we should work towards. Jesus will 
bring all things to a new beginning even if there are tumultuous times in-between.    
Amen  
  
   

 
  
        


