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Pentecost 16 – 9am Wesley Service – 8th September 2013  

Theme:  “We have choices to make” 

Readings:  Jeremiah 18: 1-11 – ‘At the Potter’s House’ 

                    Luke 14: 25-35 – ‘The cost of being a disciple’ 

Text:  “So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel.  
 But the pot he was shaping from clay was marred in his hands; so the potter 

formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.”  
 Jeremiah 18: 3-4 

 

Introduction 

Earlier this year we were down at Broulee and they had one of those sand sculpture 
competitions. It was quite amazing what people could make. There were whales, 
sharks, dolphins, octopi and a variety of boats and portraits. Some were exquisite 
and hours had been spent both in the thinking up of ideas as well as the actual 
creating of these master pieces. Next morning, when walking the beach, there was 
little sign of these master pieces as the tide had come in and almost completely 
removed them, making the sand on the beach smooth and flat again. 
 
It reminded me of the imagery of the potter at work. If in the potter’s workshop the 
clay being used didn’t quite go correctly then it could be mashed back into a ball and 
then re-made into whatever. 
 
It is in this vain that the prophet is given words by the Lord, that Israel and other 
nations can be re-modelled according to God’s will. 
Out of this imagery the Lord speaks through Jeremiah as predicted at his calling at 
the beginning of this book. 
  
    “This is what the Lord says:  

Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So 
turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your  

       actions.” Jeremiah 18:11 
 
The context for Jeremiah’s preaching in this text is probably a time in his ministry 
when he has been forced to resume his preaching after the death of Josiah, the great 
covenant reformer king in 609BC. The king who eventually follows is Jehoiakim, a 
self-serving puppet of Egyptian power, who has no intention of continuing Josiah’s 
covenant reforms. Jeremiah resumes the preaching he has suspended during the 
time of Josiah’s reforms, to warn again of the danger of disregarding Judah’s 
covenant commitment. God’s judgement can sweep them away and, indeed, in 
Jeremiah’s lifetime, through the power of Babylon, Judah is swept into exile in 
586BC. At this point in his ministry, however, a key question is whether God’s plan of 
judgement (vs 11) is fixed and inevitable or can be averted.  
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For us, this is still an interesting question. Is there predestination or do we have a 
choice in life’s decisions? It is obvious here that there are choices to be made and 
we are called to make those choices. Not always easy – some are personal choices 
and some are as a nation where we may not feel like we have influence on some of 
those choices. We made a choice as a nation on a new government yesterday and if 
there are continuing areas of policy concerns we need to keep pressure on the 
government both as individuals and through the church channels. As a nation, we 
still have alliances that can be quite troublesome at times!! This passage makes us 
consider some of those alliances and what happens due to those alliances both 
positively and negatively. All ‘food for thought’. 
 
Luke 14: 25-35 

Then we have the Gospel for the day – a difficult passage but again one we need to 
take in context. Jesus knew that making a decision for him was going to cause 
conflict for many. Family relationships could well be destroyed due to the difference 
in faiths and understanding when some-one chose to follow him. Particularly back in 
Jesus’ time this was an issue. Jesus uses parables in verses 28-30 (make sure you 
can finish the job) and 31-32 (don’t battle a force you can’t beat) to say that people 
need to ‘weigh up their decision’ to follow him. If we choose Jesus we need to see 
this decision through. Again not easy words to fulfil. 
It finishes with the pithy saying in verses 34-35: 
 
      “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  
 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.” 
 
A challenge to our ‘luke warm’ faith that is considered useless by St Paul. 
Costly discipleship is well understood in countries and places where Christians are 
persecuted and killed for their faith. In a sense we have it too easy here in Australia. 
Often we can take or leave our faith as we wish rather than making it a priority in life. 
And so we have the warning from Jesus: “He/she who has ears to hear, let them 
hear” (vs 35b) 
 
Conclusion 

May we learn from the prophet Jeremiah, to put our lives in order and may we learn 
from Jesus that ours is a costly discipleship that may well cause broken relationships 
between family and friends as we live our life for Christ. No easy answers or soothing 
balm in the readings given for today. May God challenge us with the Word this day. 
Amen.   
  
 
 
     


