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Pentecost 10 -  9am Wesley – 28th July 2013 
Theme:  “Prayer” 
Reading:  Luke 11: 1-13 
 
Introduction 
For me, prayer has never been an easy thing. I’m the ‘doer’ type individual, the 
Martha from last week’s gospel rather than the Mary. 
I am the Good Samaritan by nature from the gospel a fortnight ago, rather than the 
one who sits, reflects and prays. Yes I pray but I get frustrated when my prayers 
are not answered or not answered in the way I want them answered.  
Hence for me the gospel for today is a timely reminder not only to pray but how to 
pray, when to pray and what to expect. In a sense this passage is like a ‘master 
class’ from Jesus to his disciples who ask: “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 
taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1c 
 
How to pray? – Luke 11:2-4 
Many of us have been in services, Bible studies or prayer groups where some-one 
has tried to win the record for the longest prayer in the Guinness Book of Records. 
What a put off for prayer! 
In contrast here Jesus teaches his disciples with a prayer that last only 15 
seconds but covers so much. Let’s learn both from the length of the prayer as well 
as from the contents: 
1. Jesus’ prayer is God centred, not self-centred. ‘Father, hallowed be your 
name’. Prayer puts God first and we are called to remember that as we come 
humbly to God in prayer 
2. Jesus’ prayer expresses hope and concern for the world. ‘Your kingdom 
come, (your will be done on earth as it is in heaven)’ found in Matthew 6:10 the 
section in parentheses. This lifts us above the immediate  frustration and petty 
wants to the ultimate well being of all. Our eyes are lifted above the ant hills in our 
lives to the lofty mountains of God’s destiny for humanity. 
3. Now we come to a request that we may possess the basic necessities for 
existence. “Give us each day our daily bread.” It is a prayer for basics and not 
luxuries. It is also a prayer for the world family and so we seek to support others 
with the basics of life. 
4. Here we pray for our own spiritual needs. We’ve had the prayer for basic 
physical necessities, now comes our personal spiritual needs: “Forgive us our 
sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.”  We seek the mercy of 
God to liberate us, to set us free from the crippling burden of our own sins which 
damage us as we hold grudges against others. 
5. The prayer concludes with the request for God to guide us and keep us from 
going astray: “And lead us not into temptation(but deliver us from the evil one)- 
this last section is from Matthew 6:13b. We pray to be saved from both blatant 
temptations and the subtle ones which sometimes we may not even recognise as 
happening to us.  
However Jesus doesn’t leave it there, he has more to share with the disciples. 
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When to pray? – Luke 11: 5-10 
Jesus goes on to tell a story about hospitality and a neighbour giving bread at 
midnight to one who comes knocking. The boldness of the one who comes 
knocking at midnight is rewarded with the bread not because of friendship. 
‘There’, says Jesus. ‘Ask, seek, knock ….at any time of day or night and you will 
not be ignored by God.’ 
It is important to note that in this story, an analogy for prayer, the request for bread 
is NOT for himself but for the unexpected guest that has arrived in the middle of 
the night. There is nothing selfish here rather the person is trying to look after the 
other. This story reminds us that prayer can be at any time and is part of the 
compassion that Christ teaches us to have for others. 
 
What to expect? – Luke 11: 11-13 
Jesus talks about a loving parent knowing how to give good gifts to their children, 
even though we are not always full of the right things. 
“If you then, though you are evil (or at least not always good people) know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” Luke 11:13 
Here is the real thing. The gift of the Holy Spirit from God for his children - wanting 
the best for us and out of us. This, in a sense, is what we do when we pass the 
peace in church. The ‘shalom Elohim’ is wishing God’s blessing, the best of and 
from God, on that individual and them returning that to us as we pass the peace 
with a handshake and/or a kiss. Here it is through prayer, that God wants to give 
us the free gift of the Holy Spirit to truly be God’s people, God’s children.  
Here Jesus ends his master class on prayer. 
 
Conclusion 
Jesus gives us three lessons in prayer in this passage. 
1. The example of an amazing, short yet all-encompassing prayer that we 
know simply as the Lord’s Prayer 
2. He gives us a story that teaches us that God is open for business 24/7! 
3. A comparison of earthly parenting and Godly parenting where God wants 
the best for us and offers the Holy Spirit for those who ask 
Just maybe daily times of prayer are not as hard as we make them out to be!!  
  
Bruce Prewer gives us a few words to reflect on in his thoughts: 
 
          So Much More 
Ask and you will receive more than you bargained for. 
Knock and there will open up a door to even more. 
Seek and you will find that which cannot be found. 
Give and you will realise you tread on holy ground.                 
 


