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Good Friday – Parish Service – 29th March at 9.30am 
Theme:  ‘Jesus, the suffering servant” 
Readings:  Isaiah:52:13 – 53:12, John 19: 17-42 
 

Introduction 
Our passage from Isaiah 52/53 is the last Servant Song of the Hebrew Scripture, visiting the 
exilic period (586-538BCE) which was an unspeakably difficult time for Israel. This passage 
evokes emotion, personal connection and memory for the people of God who found 
themselves exiles in Babylon, separated from their homeland, their temple and for many, 
their kin folk. Both their personal safety and their faith were under constant threat and they 
lived in a state of despair. It was as if their God, Yahweh, had given up on them and they 
were left with nothing. 
 

The imagery of the Suffering Servant is one disfigured, ugly beyond imagining due to the 
suffering experienced.  
 

In a society that seeks perfection in all ways, particularly in looks, this is a passage that 
challenges our worldly view. 
 

This outcaste, this disfigured one, this suffering servant who is seen as nothing, is to be 
used for God’s purposes and what a thought that is. God uses the unlovely, the unlikely, 
those that may revolt us for God’s purposes.  
 

This suffering servant is the one who God uses, is the one who bears responsibility for 
many, who guides the faithful to God’s redemption. Even when there appears no hope, God 
somehow offers hope, even though the most unlikely circumstances. So it is with the 
Suffering Servant. 
 

John 19:17-42 
The Gospel we have heard read is only a portion of the set reading for today that is two full 
chapters of John 18 & 19. If you wish to reflect later in the day you may like to read these 
chapters as they tell the full story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, sentencing and then the four 
sections that make up what we have heard read this morning: 
 

1. The crucifixion in John 19 :17 -24  
2. Jesus giving his mother into the care of John (verses25-27) 
3. The death of Jesus – John 19:28-37 
4. The burial of Jesus – John 19:38-42 

 

As I re-read the passage a number of things stood out afresh for me.  
1. Jesus carried his own cross to the place of his crucifixion. 
2. The sign on the cross, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews’, was written in three 

languages so all could read it. 
3. The compassion of Jesus comes out even from the cross when he hands his mother 

into the care ‘of the disciple he loved’, who we presume was John. 
4. The final words of Jesus, ‘It is finished’, evoke a completion of this section of his 

earthly mission. He can finally ‘let go’ of this part of his life and so we read ‘..he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit’ as if he willed the end, his death. 

5. The testimony of the man who witnessed what the soldiers did to Jesus is precise 
and John makes the point that no bones of Jesus were broken, only the spear 
pierced his side. Both of these things fulfil other Scriptures. Particularly the relevance 
to the Passover lamb in Numbers 9:12 where the Jews were instructed not to break 
any of the bones of the Passover lamb. In the sense that Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world, this is an interesting reference. 
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6. Pilate gives permission to Joseph of Arimathea to take Jesus’ body and Nicodemus 
comes with a large amount of embalming and sweet smelling myrrh and aloes to take 
care of the body. The actual disciples don’t appear to have been part of this. 

It is amazing how God uses those on the fringe or even those such as Pilate, a non-
believer, to bring about God’s purposes. We so often want to constrain and control God. 
However God is far greater than we can imagine. We see that in the Isaiah passage of the 
Suffering Servant and we see it in the reading of John’s Gospel for this Good Friday.        

 

Story 
As I read around the passages for today and looked in resource books I came across a 
beautiful story in this little book, ‘Lent & Easter Readings from Iona’ edited by Neil Paynter. 
Let me share this beautiful story of God using us despite our failings: 
 

“The door to Sam’s room had been left open by the nurses. His family’s distress was 
obvious – his wife holding his hand, his daughter with her arm around her mum, his son 
staring out of the open window – as they waited for Sam to die. I wanted to go in and 
meet this family in their sorrow. But I had nothing to offer, no clever words to say. I only 
glanced into the room as I passed, a spectator of their pain and grief.  
It could not and would not last. Eventually, I felt compelled to go in. I was scared, ill-
equipped, tongue-tied, out of my depth. But, for a moment or two, and on two or three 
occasions throughout the day, I offered what I could – a stumbling word, a shared 
silence, a comforting touch – each time overwhelmed by the pain of it all and my 
uselessness to make any difference. 
Sam died that night. Next morning, the door of his room was still open. But there was no 
patient or distressed family, only an empty bed and the stillness of the aftermath of death. 
I was relieved it was over for them – but also for me, for I needed no longer to be 
burdened by the weight of my inadequacy. Later that morning, the family came to collect 
Sam’s belongings and asked to see me, to say thank you for my help during yesterday. 
My help? I murmured some words of protest. But Sam’s wife persisted: ‘No you did good 
yesterday. All the family have said so, because you came into the room – and I know 
how hard that was for you.’ 
‘You came into the room – and I know how hard that was.’ The ultimate had not been 
possible – I could not stop the journey to death. My own inadequacies had been 
transparent – I would rather have been anywhere than be a part of the pain and sorrow. 
But with the compulsion to go in and the fearfulness of being there, in the transition from 
spectator to participant, something good – of God – had taken place. ……. 
When you stop walking by with old excuses of better things to do, but are forced into the 
drama ……God says ‘Thank you’ for being involved. (pp91/92) 

 

Conclusion 
Today, in spite of our feelings of inadequacy, we may well be called to be a participant in 
the cross of Christ. To be called to stand up for our Christian faith, rather than being a 
bystander. To be involved in social justice issues, to care for the unlovely of our society, to 
be an advocate for those who are powerless or voiceless, to serve in a variety of roles that 
may not get much ‘kudos’ and even worse may not be liked for what we do or say or stand 
for as Christ’s people. 
 

The cross Jesus carried is our cross, the compassion Jesus showed is our calling, the 
courage Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus showed is the courage we are called to have 
in our faith journeying. The actions on and around the cross of Jesus are not something of 
the past but are actions for us to take to heart this day and each day as we live life for our 
crucified but resurrected Lord. Praise be to God. Amen.               
               


