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Lent 2 – Parish Service – 24th February 2013 
Theme:  “Be strong in our faith” 
Readings:  Philippians 3: 17 - 4:1 
                    Luke: 13: 31- 35 
Text:  ‘….some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and 

go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 
Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’’  
(Luke 13:31 & 32) 

 

Introduction 
How do we see Jesus? What is our mental image or picture of Jesus that possibly 
influences our faith, the way we operate as Christians? 
Hans Kung in his book “On being a Christian” raises numerous images and these are 
blended with a few others. 

 The revolutionary Jesus, loved by the oppressed. 

 The hero Jesus, who fights for good and overcomes evil 

 The God-on earth Jesus, all goodness with halos etc 

 The Holy Son of the beloved Virgin 

 The Great Example Jesus who teaches us by his ways 

 The Super Star Jesus of the 1960’s, doing incredible miracles 

 The Transfigured Jesus, resplendent on the catacomb walls 

 The 5th century enthroned Christ, wearing the Roman Emperor insignia 

 The Beggar Christ of St Francis and St Claire 

 The Kingly Christ  

 The Rabbi/teacher Christ – the one who educates us in our faith 

 Jesus the miracle worker 

 Jesus, the person of prayer, reflection and meditation 

 The Social Justice Jesus, in there supporting the rights of all 

 Jesus, the Great Shepherd, who cares for the flock 

  The Blood-of the Lamb Jesus 
These are but a few of the images for and of Jesus. We can no doubt think of more. 
These are not exclusive, individualistic images but rather we may use numerous of these 
images in our faith reflection. However it is good to reflect, in this season of Lent, images 
of Jesus with which we are comfortable. Also it is important to see how these images 
influence our understanding of our faith and hence how we reveal what we believe and 
why we believe certain things about Jesus. 
 

Entering the Gospel set for today from Luke 13: 31-35 
In our set Gospel for today at least two images of Jesus are portrayed. 
Firstly there is the image of the tough and fearless Jesus. An Image rarely reflected in 
pictures or other images. Jesus in a sense, standing his ground, with the shadow of a 
threat to his life hanging over him. We read; ‘Some Pharisees came to Jesus with a 
warning: “Herod is looking for you. You’d better go and make yourself scarce.” Was 
Jesus worried. Not in the least. Yet this was the same Herod who had ordered the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter and the son of Herod the Great, the killer of the infants at 
Bethlehem when he tried, unsuccessfully, to have Jesus killed as an infant. 
Jesus’ response was tough and direct to those Pharisees who were attempting to warn 
him, for whatever reason they had. Jesus tells them, “You go and tell that fox, Herod, that 
I continue to do my thing today and tomorrow, and on the third day I’ll complete what I 
have started.’ Jesus here is a tough politician. Not mincing words but also there is the 
underlying allusion to his death and resurrection with the three day imagery. Also there is 
the suggestion that Jesus, like so many of the great prophets will meet his end in the 
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vicinity of Jerusalem challenging the way of the political and religious leaders like the 
prophets of old such as Jeremiah, Uriah and Zechariah. 
This defiant Jesus spoke out recognizing that this was antagonizing those in power. 
However he was not concerned as he had a mission to fulfil. 
 

The second imagery in this passage is far more ‘in line’ with what we are used to with 
Jesus. It is his lament over the city of Jerusalem and his compassion coming forth for the 
people of that city. The words of Jesus are beautiful imagery; 
 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ………how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”  

Lk 13:34 
Many years ago when I lived in Burra in South Australia I had chooks, bantams and 
golden pheasants. The golden pheasants were prolific layers but never really nested for 
me so I’d put the eggs under the bantam hens who were fantastic mums. However the 
pheasant chicks, although bonding with the surrogate bantam mums, never behaved 
themselves. They wouldn’t come when mum called, they wouldn’t stay under mum when 
there was danger or inclement weather and generally were disobedient children. This 
imagery reminds me of the people of Jerusalem. Jesus mourns their disobedience which 
will bring the downfall of their city and the centre of Judaism due to their unfaithfulness. 
This of course happened in 70 AD with the destruction of the Temple by the Romans due 
to a failed rebellion. 
The protection of God is there for the faithful but it is not to be and so Jesus laments the 
impending destruction that is coming and the people don’t even see it happening. 
Jesus the tough character that would not be bullied by Herod is also Jesus the 
compassionate one who longed for the lost people of Jerusalem, and in a sense the 
world. 
 

Reflection for ourselves 
Today may we see some of the differing images of Christ and personalise them for 
ourselves. 
There will be times where we need to be strong in our faith even if it leads to rejection, 
loss of friends and possibly derision by others because we believe in Christ. Jesus is 
divisive in some instances and not all will enjoy our faithfulness. This is one of the 
challenges for us in this season of Lent. 
Secondly, while we need to have compassion for others, there will be those who accept 
that and those who don’t. Ours is not a pitying compassion but rather a hopeful 
compassion based on Christ’s love for all.  
Bruce Prewer in his book Beyond Words/reflections on the Gospel of Luke page 41 
writes using the imagery of this passage in an Australian setting and I use it to conclude 
with. 
 

     To that great emu, our God, who brooded over the nest of earth 
      tireless, tenderly, and hatched to birth creatures of love and faith: 
     Praise and wonder be! 
     To that young One who when the time was ripe, brooded a small flock 
     to be witnesses when the world went dark with mystery: 
    Praise and wonder be! 
   To the great hen, the Spirit-warmth who nests in frost and brings to life again 
    that which was lost so hopelessly: 
    Praise and wonder be! 
  

Amen. 


