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Transfiguration Sunday – 10th February 2013 – Wesley 9 &10.30am 
Theme: “The radiance of God” 
Readings:  Exodus 34: 29-35 ‘The radiant face of Moses’ 
                    2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 ‘Reflecting the Lord’s glory’ 
                    Luke 9: 28-36 ‘The Transfiguration of Jesus’ 
Text:   “As Jesus was praying, the appearance of his face changed,  
             and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.” 

             Luke 9:29 
 

Introduction 
We are at the end of the season of Epiphany, where we have celebrated God breaking 
in on the lives of John the Baptist, on Jesus and today also into the lives of the three 
disciples who witness this extra-ordinary event we call the Transfiguration, where Jesus 
is ‘lit up’ on the mountaintop and there appears Moses and Elijah with him, talking about 
Jesus’ departure.  Peter, John and James are present and bear witness to this quite 
remarkable event. 
We have also heard the reading of Moses coming down from the mountain, having 
received the Ten Commandments from God in Exodus 34, glowing radiantly after his 
God encounter. 
Also from the epistle to the church in Corinth Paul uses the imagery of ‘veiled and 
unveiled faces’ encouraging the faith community to live out their faith and to reflect the 
Lord’s glory. 
Hence our series of readings are linked and we need to see the move from the Old 
Covenant, where the law is written on tablets of stone, to the New Covenant based on 
Christ and then Paul’s call to live out the New Covenant and to show it in all aspects of 
our lives, living ‘with unveiled faces’ to reflect the Lord’s glory. 
Transfiguration Sunday marks the transition from the end of Epiphany to the beginning 
of Lent. It also marks the shift from Jesus’ ministry around Galilee to Jerusalem and 
hence the noting of the conversation between Moses, Elijah and Jesus about Jesus’ 
departure.   
 
Middle 
Let us spend a few moments reflecting on the readings and then look at what we may 
take from these for today. 
Firstly Exodus 34:29-35 –  
One aspect that I really hadn’t thought about from this passage was how this spiritual 
encounter changed Moses as a leader and in the eyes of the people. In the 
commentary “Feasting on the Word” it has the following: 
“This passage of Scripture answers a deep thirst for leaders who are truthful and 
trusted. Moses was such a leader. As mediator between the people and the divine 
presence, he would announce God’s covenant with the people. But Moses would also 
communicate something of himself as well. We can learn something about pastoral and 
spiritual leadership from him. He did not know that his face was aglow when he 
returned to the congregation and the people were afraid and awestruck. Moses was 
carrying something that would mark his encounter with God and would forever define 
the relationship between the Holy One at Sinai-Horeb and the people.” (page 434) 
This glowing of Moses, in a sense is still used when I hear people say; ‘My faith has 
dimmed to what it was’. An interesting expression that probably has its roots back in 
this Exodus passage.  How amazing to be glowing because of our encounter with God! 
The second passage from Luke 9: 28-36 has within it two things that stood out to me as 
I re-read this portion of Scripture. 
One was the total mis-understanding initially of the disciples of this encounter, yet it is 
recorded in all three of the Synoptic Gospels showing its significance later to the early 
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church. It is found in Matthew 17:1-8 along with Mark 9:2-8 and of course here in Luke. 
The linkages with the Exodus passage and seeing Jesus in the line of the great 
prophets and the Lawgiver was not lost on the early converts to Christianity. 
The second aspect was the re-emphasis of Jesus’ ministry and mission with the 
confirmation given with the voice of God coming from the cloud saying: “This is my Son, 
whom I have chosen; listen to him.” This voice appears to have been more for the 
disciples than Jesus as we read in verse 36 ‘When the voice had spoken, they found 
that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no-one at that 
time what they had seen.’ 
However, later with Jesus’ death and resurrection and ascension it is assumed that they 
shared this story widely as it is in the first three Gospels and is significant, faith wise, as 
to who Jesus was and is. 
The third of our readings from 2 Corinthians 3:12 -4:2 brings us back from the mountain 
top experience to the reality of living out our faith daily. Paul encourages the church 
people in Corinth to be bold in their speech. Not rude or loud but honest and forthright 
in what they say about their faith.  
 
We read in 2 Cor 4:2 “…we have renounced secret and shameful  
                                     ways; …we do not distort the word of God. 
                                     On the contrary, by setting forth the truth 
                                     plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s 
                                     conscience in the sight of God.’  
Paul reminds the church that the veil of the past is lifted in Christ and there is the need 
to live life that way and not in the past. 
 
What does this have to say to us today? 
I think there are a number of things that come out of the readings that are important as 
we enter the season of Lent. 
First and foremost is the need to spend time with God in prayer and reading the word of 
God. One aid for doing this during the Lenten period is to take one of the little Daily 
Devotion booklets, ‘The Sanctuary for Lent’ which are available in the foyer to help your 
personal devotion time if you are not using anything at the moment. Also I encourage 
you to be part of a group or to take a Lenten Bible Study book if you can’t be part of a 
group and do the study yourself. “Led by the Spirit” is six studies on Luke which is the 
Gospel set for this year’s Lectionary.  
Our relationship with God is very important and needs to shine through our lives. 
Secondly and linked is that fact that our faces, hearts and minds need to reveal our faith 
and not have it veiled from others. Often, in our society, we tend to mask our faith for 
whatever reason and not show it to others. This is not what our Scriptures teach us. We 
are called to be bold in our faith and to speak it out to others. 
Thirdly we are called, in our leadership, to have a spiritual depth that is discernible. This 
is one not only for Gregor and myself but also for those called to leadership within the 
life of the parish. We need to work on our faith relationships and offer encouragement to 
others in their faith journeying. 
Hence the readings as we enter Lent are indeed a challenge for all of us. 
May God’s Holy Spirit encourage us within the life of our Parish. 
Let us pray: 
Come to us Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Transfigure our too-fully-explained world. 
Come to us in all your majesty, in your full otherness, come. Come and jolt our world, 
transforming our faith, our lives and our relationships. May we show our faith to others 
and not be afraid. May we live out our faith and encourage others also. 
Through Christ, the transfigured one, we pray. Amen                                              
  


