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2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10,  2 Corinthians 12:2-10,  Mark 6:1-13

A few months back, on one of my lobbying trips to parliamentarians and their 
advisors, one staff member became rather disgruntled with my representations on 
Aboriginal issues and said “Ah, you Christians think you know everything – but you 
don’t!” 

There’s quite a few people out there who think we Christians are a self-righteous 
self-satisfied arrogant lot, trying to tell everyone how they should live. And it’s true 
that we Christians do have strong opinions as to how people should live, but those 
opinions are often directed as much at ourselves as they are at others. Our prayers 
of confession every week, and our reliance on God’s grace and forgiveness every 
week, are good evidence that we are well aware of our own failings. True Christians 
know that they are far from perfect.

Today’s Bible readings are instructive for us. David is anointed as king of Israel, 
successor to king Saul, but he is far from perfect. He’s participated in various plots 
and conspiracies to gain power. He was obviously a fine strategic leader in battle, 
and he may have been a talented musician and poet, but his personal life is littered 
with exploitation, lust, cruelty - and frequent repentance. But God uses him. There’s 
much in David’s life that God does not like, and God sends prophets and conscience 
to David quite regularly to help him see the error of his ways, but God still works in 
and through David. And David’s faith in God remains strong. 

Then there’s Paul. In today’s passage Paul confronts his critics head-on, boasting of 
his spiritual experience, the hardships he’s copped because of his faith and his 
achievements in ministry. But he freely acknowledges his weaknesses, particularly 
pointing to a ”thorn” in his flesh, some undefined handicap or condition. This leads 
him to declare there is power in weakness, on the surface a strange contradiction. 
What he is saying is that awareness of weakness makes you know your need of 
God, opens you to receive from God, and then God can indeed come into your life 
and being and give you strength. “Whenever I am weak, then I am strong”. And how 
God uses this man. In earthly terms, the church owes its existence probably more to 
the apostle Paul than any other single individual after Jesus, yet he too was far from 
perfect.

And then we come to Jesus. Christian tradition tells us that Jesus is the only perfect 
human being there’s ever been, in that he never broke relationship with God, never 
sinned. But there were lot of people who regarded Jesus as less than perfect- his 
opponents, the people of his own home town who rejected him, even his family who 
at least at the beginning of his ministry thought he had gone mad, lost his sanity.



And lastly today the twelve disciples. They were certainly far from perfect. They 
misunderstood Jesus, they couldn’t cope with his willingness to relate personally with 
the sick, with lepers, with children, with women. They disappeared when the going 
got tough. Yet God used them too. Jesus sent them out as missionaries, he knew 
they’d face difficulty and rejection but he trusted them even with all their weaknesses 
and failings. And God indeed worked through them, healing the sick, spreading the 
good news of God’s love. 

So what can we draw for ourselves from the characters in today’s rich Bible 
passages, from the weaknesses of David, Paul, the twelve. Six important learnings 
or reminders, it seems to me.

The first is humility. None of us are perfect, not even key people in the Bible like 
David and Paul and Peter and James. And I’m sure our faith and our discipleship is 
less than theirs. So there is very good reason for each of us to recognise our own 
weaknesses and failings, and to live with rightful humility. Don’t think of yourself as 
better than anyone else. When we bear witness to our faith, when we speak to 
others about our faith in God and how God wants us to live, don’t give them any 
sense that we are self-righteous or arrogant. Humility. 

Allied to that is the second reminder. We have no right to judge others, to look down 
on anyone else. When we know we’re not perfect we have no right or reason to be 
judgmental or patronising, to think ourselves superior.

The third is the reminder that you don’t have to be perfect to call yourself a Christian. 
The twelve were undoubtedly followers of Christ, Christians, but their faith and 
understanding was far from faultless. The disciples responded to Jesus very quickly 
when they first met him – but in joining Jesus they at first knew very little, and only 
over time, particularly after Jesus’ death and resurrection, did they really come to 
understand and believe fully. They learnt as they accompanied Jesus. But they were 
Christian from day one with Christ. Us too – learning as we go, with our Lord.

The fourth reminder from today’s readings is that we should not be surprised if the 
good news about Jesus, about God’s love and forgiveness, is rejected. His own 
community rejected Jesus, they couldn’t get beyond him being the local carpenter. 
According to Mark’s gospel, even his own family, his mother and brothers and 
sisters, had trouble believing too. If Jesus’ family had trouble believing, we should 
not be surprised if some of our family members have similar lack of faith. 

The fifth reminder is that God still loves and will still work in people whose character 
and living is less than perfect. God loves us despite our weakness. Our failings do 
not turn God away from us, God is always there loving us, wanting us to know his 
love, wanting us to do and be better of course, but loving us regardless.

And the sixth comes directly from the reading from Paul to the Corinthians: the 
reminder that when we know we are weak then we will open ourselves to receive 
from God, when we know we cannot by ourselves be the people God wants us to be, 
we’ll then let God in. Self-righteousness, self-satisfaction are among the largest 
barriers anyone can erect between themselves and God.



So today, take heart. None of us are perfect. Neither were the leading characters in 
the Bible, apart from the Son of God himself. God loves us and works in and through 
us despite our deficiencies. 

To the glory of God, Amen. 


