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Trinity Sunday – Wesley & St Aidan’s – 3rd June 2012 
Theme: “Lives changed – the power of the triune God at work.” 
Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8 & John 3:1-17 
 
Introduction 
Preaching on Trinity Sunday is indeed a challenge. How can we even begin to 
describe the rich, mysterious dynamic of God’s inner being? Even more 
important, how can we make it seem relevant to the everyday lives that we 
lead? 
I believe that in our two readings for today we have some glimpses into a small 
area of God’s inner being. The Isaiah 6 reading gives us a glimpse into the 
holiness of God and that impact on our lives while the John 3 reading speaks to 
us about the humanness, yet divineness of Jesus while also seeing the spiritual 
yearning of humanity. Nicodemus was trying to fathom the spiritual aspects that 
Jesus was talking about and not quite understanding him. In these readings we 
have the sovereignty of God, the divinity of Jesus and the power of the Holy 
Spirit at work. 
In my reading around the topic I came across a wonderful analogy of the 
beauty, yet ‘unkown-ness’ of the Trinity, which we never come to fully realise. 
Imagine that you found Lasseter’s gold reef, saw it, experienced it and then 
could never find it again. You know it exists but can never quite pinpoint the 
spot again. For those who don’t know the story, prospector Harold Bell Lasseter 
was found unconscious by an Afghan camel driver in the remote wilds, south 
west of Alice Springs in 1897. When he recovered strength he told of an 
incredibly rich reef of gold he had discovered. He never located that reef of gold 
again and his remains were found after a fruitless expedition in 1930 which was 
one of numerous journeys he undertook searching for the fabled reef. To this 
day it has not been found although gold is mined in the Tanami Desert out from 
Alice today. 
In a sense, the deeper we seek God, the more complex we realise that God is. 
Such is our God that only a small portion is unearthed as we seek to 
understand the extent, depth and majesty of our God. We struggle to locate the 
fullness of the rich vein that is our one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Aspects of the theological explanation of God as ‘three-in-one’ remain a 
mystery but we can understand some of these aspects. 
Let us look at the readings set for today. 
 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
These first eight verses of Isaiah 6 describe one of the best known of Isaiah’s 
prophetic visions. Summoned to the throne of God and surrounded by the awe 
of the Lord, Isaiah is struck with the realization of his own unworthiness and that 
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of his people Israel. He is not worthy to stand before the Lord, yet here he is in 
the presence of the Lord. He knows he is unworthy to serve, yet what other 
option does he have here at the throne of God? This is not a time to say ‘no’; 
rather it is a time, in Isaiah’s words, to say “Woe is me! I am lost.” There is a 
deep mystery at work here, and it profoundly upsets Isaiah’s equilibrium. But in 
the upsetting Isaiah is able to confess his sin, be cleansed of his guilt and 
receive a clean heart. Only then can he hear God’s call with clarity. 
Isaiah’s vision is intended for earthly readers, just like us, and the narrative 
accentuates at least three characteristics of God’s relationship with us. 
   1. God encounters us in our historical context – in other  
       words, where we are. This is where we are in life,   
       physically and spiritually. For Isaiah it is in the year that  
       King Uzziah died around 740 BC. For me, I had my  
       encounter with God in 1972, where I was ‘brought up  
       short’ and had to examine myself and my relationship 
       with God.   
   2. God’s word is revealed in our worship. Isaiah’s journey  
       through confession, forgiveness and commission occurs 
       in the context of the worship of the Holy. Isaiah describes  
       God as the one who alone is worthy of eternal adoration, 
       glory and praise. Other prophets have similar visions at  
       the foot of God’s throne and all share a similar theme:  
       wherever God dwells, there is worship; God’s praise  
       never ceases. In the Christian faith, we understand our  
       worship to be the place where God is revealed to us  
       through Word and Sacrament. We come together to  
       praise almighty God, confess our sin, and seek  
       forgiveness. We ask God to allow us to hear the word with 
       discernment and to respond to the good news. Hence our 
       worship should be of a high priority in our lives as it is a  
       place where we should be allowing God into our busy  
       lives to speak to us today. 
   3. God calls us to serve. Isaiah was called to speak out, 
       warning his nation of impending disaster. Our task may 
       not be as important and prophetic as the prophet’s call 
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       to his nation but we are all called to serve as part of the 
       people of God. 
 
John 3:1-17 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus because of ‘the signs’ - those acts and words of 
Jesus that are pointers to the in-breaking of God’s reign in the world. 
Nicodemus is ‘a seeker’ to understand more of the spiritual realm. Jesus 
immediately confronts Nicodemus with a riddle. The only way you can see or 
understand God’s realm is for you to be born ‘again’. There follows a discussion 
of ‘cross purposes’ - Jesus speaking from the spiritual perspective and 
Nicodemus from the literal perspective. Not unlike some mis-understandings 
that still happen in the church today that can end up as ‘dog fights’ so to speak.  
Jesus speaks about the spiritual truths he knows and can bear testimony to. 
Nicodemus at this stage is not yet able to grasp these truths. For Nicodemus 
there is confusion, not enlightenment. 
Christ’s divine origins come out in this conversation. His coming ‘from heaven’ 
(vs 13) is revealed. His manner of suffering and death is also alluded to in verse 
14 where it says ‘the Son of Man must be lifted up’. All this is for a purpose. 
Christ descends from above to bring the truth from heaven to humankind. Jesus 
comes to be a source of healing and salvation , much as Moses’ bronze 
serpent, lifted on a pole in the wilderness in Numbers 21:8-9 brought healing to 
anyone who looked upon it with faith. 
Also God’s desire in sending God’s Son is not condemnatory but rather 
redemptive. The whole mission and purpose of God in Christ is to rescue and 
recover humanity from being deeply embedded in self-defeating pursuits in a 
physically absorbed world. That is spelt out in vs 16 “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” 
No wonder poor old Nicodemus struggled with this teaching. 
He came to learn more of Jesus and was given a riddle and a lesson in 
theology that we still find difficulty with today.  
However, we are glad to note that by the time we encounter Nicodemus again 
in John’s Gospel (7:45-52) he is more convinced about the mission of God in 
Christ and is arguing for Jesus in public. He is no longer afraid to be identified 
as a follower of Jesus. Then at Jesus’ death, in John 19:38-42, he is identified 
as one of those who brought spices to embalm Jesus’ body. Such was the 
change in his life. 
Conclusion  
May the triune God bring changes to us in our lives so that our faith is 
deepened and our lives reflect the love of Christ and the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



 4 

 
Prayer 
Three Person’d God, 
You are greater than curiosity can explore, deeper than mind can plumb and 
more beautiful than dreams can create. Yet you are closer than breathing and 
more intimate than our secret thoughts. May we worship you, never lose sight of 
your light, and never lose touch with your grace. May the mysterious name of 
the Trinity keep us ever discontented with shallow religion, and lure us towards 
that glory which you have prepared for those who love you. In the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.          
  


