
Easter 5 – 6th May 2012 – Wesley 9am 
Theme: “Jesus says, ‘I am the true vine’.”  
Readings: John 15:1-8 & Acts 8:26-40 
 
Introduction 
I have never kept vines and know very little about them. 
However, I learnt a little about vines from my son. When Jason had finished his 
university course he followed his then girlfriend, now wife, down to Melbourne. 
Unable to get work in his field he ended up pruning vines down on the Mornington 
Peninsula for some time. He learnt the various pruning methods and when we 
visited he proudly showed us some of the vineyards where he had done the 
pruning. In many ways it looked harsh but he explained to us that to produce the 
best fruit you had to get rid of the ‘dead wood’ which no longer could produce good 
fruit. I have to say I was impressed but more impressed when he found work in his 
sphere and was able to use his 1st class Honours to good use. However, this 
manual work and time to reflect on what he wanted out of life was good for him. It 
was a great ‘life experience’ that matured Jason and focussed him.  
 
Entering the passage 
For Israel, the symbol of the vine was extremely important as it represented 
stability, farming your own land and reaping a crop. This was part of the promises 
of God to give the wandering nation of Israel a land of their own. Hence Jesus 
again uses picture imagery, known to the people, that aligns him with God’s 
purposes like last Sunday where Jesus said ‘I am the good shepherd’. In today’s 
passage he says, ‘I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.’ (John 15:1-2)  
Bruce Prewer in his reflection on this passage shares the following story which is 
about two vines in his own garden but really it is about Christ and God. Listen as 
you have a job to do after this parable story! 
Prewer writes: ‘We have two grapevines. After some years in the garden they have 
not earned their keep. Only a few tiny grapes have been produced. They are not 
fulfilling their primary purpose. Some would label them a waste of space. Why do 
we tolerate their existence? 

1. Because we chose them and gratefully observed a good friend plant them 
and watch over them. They are our vines! 
 

2. Because they spread their limbs over a small pergola and provide 
welcome shade on a hot summer day. They are not completely useless. 

We considered reasons why they fruit so poorly and came up with the following: 
1. We didn’t plant them with the best of soils. They sit in the building rubble 
area where some topsoil was tossed on. 
 



2. They don’t get enough sunlight due to massive gums on that side of the 
house that overhang from the park next door. 

 
3. I am not a skilled vinedresser and don’t prune well. 
 

4. They have serious competition for water and nutrients from the adjoining 
trees and shrubs which suck much of what I give to the vines up. Yes I feed 
and water them but others suck them dry 

  

There you have it. The story of our grape vines. Will we be willing to put up with 
our fruitless vines forever? I don’t know. Our love for them is unconditional and we 
are attached to them – but for how long?’ 
 

This is also a parable for the church. 
How do we plant, sustain, support, encourage, prune and offer nourishment? Let’s 
share for a few moments about this in small groups. We need to acknowledge that 
we do fail in aspects of this and we need to work harder and be more attentive to 
these things. 
 
The second passage – Acts 8: 26-40  
This passage is in the midst of conversion stories in the early church. The church 
is being persecuted and Stephen has been stoned to death for his faith in Acts 
chapter 7. Philip is one of those who flee the persecution in Jerusalem. We have 
the account of the conversion of Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8: 9-13) and now the 
conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch (vss 26-40) followed by Saul’s conversion in 
Acts 9:1-19. 
Even in persecution Philip doesn’t stop from proclaiming the risen Christ and 
sharing the good news. 
As you read chapters 7, 8 & 9 of Acts it is amazing the transformation of people’s 
lives but also the threat they must have been under from the authorities of their 
day. Stephen’s martyrdom is acknowledgement to the threats they had and why 
the early church scattered. However, in that scattering God’s hand was present. 
The Gospel was taken to different parts of the then known world. Ethiopia is still 
today one of the largest Christian countries in the world, partly from the conversion 
of the eunuch in this passage.  
Bearing fruit – being part of the vine – yet growing the vine, bringing others to a 
fuller understanding is all part of our Christian faith. This links our passages for 
today and challenges us to look for opportunities to share our faith. Not an easy 
thing to do in our world.  
 

Conclusion 
Let me finish with a poem from Bruce Prewer called:  
 



‘Pruning’. 
 

Grape growing is not for wimps, 
it requires tough pruning decisions; 
a costly willingness to wound 
and amputate limbs of the vine; 
in order to stimulate and shape it 
towards the better fruit and wine   
 
 
God reads a season’s potential, 
fights pests, weeds, mildew, 
supports productive branches 
and severs fruitless fears; 
Grace is as free as sun and rain 
and as hard and as sharp as shears.         


