
Easter 4 – Wesley Uniting – 29th April 2012 
Reading: John 10: 11-18 “Jesus the Good Shepherd” 
Introduction 
Today’s lectionary shifts from the post-resurrection appearances to the nature of 
God’s work in the world. The Gospel of John is different from the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) that share common sources and story outlines. Here 
Jesus speaks in long discourses and engages in lengthy debates with those who 
oppose him. 
Today, John uses a metaphor to talk about Jesus – the shepherd, an image 
familiar to John’s listeners. He puts a spin on the metaphor by setting up a contrast 
between the good shepherd and the hired hand. This text is the perfect 
complement to Psalm 23, in which God provides the sheep with all that is needed. 
This is also one of the “I am” sayings that show aspects of Jesus’ ministry. 
The Passage 
Let us look at this passage from John 10: 11-18. 
In this account there are three important things to keep in mind which are linked to 
Jesus’ whole mission and that link him to God and as the fulfilment of the Old 
Testament prophecies of the promised Messiah. 
Firstly, the “I am’ (‘ego eimi’ in the Greek) sayings have linkage back to God and 
Moses’ encounter on the mountain where God says “I am who I am” What Jesus is 
doing with these sayings is identifying his mission with God as God’s servant 
obediently following what he has been called to do. For the people of Jesus’ day 
they would have understood this and that was one of the reasons for the charge of 
‘blasphemy’ that was later brought against Jesus. 
Secondly, when Jesus says he is the ‘good’ shepherd he uses a word that means 
many things. ‘Good’ (‘kalos’ in the Greek) implies that which is ordered, sound, 
noble, ideal, true, competent, faithful and praiseworthy. In Ezekiel 34: 10-16, God 
assumes the duties of a shepherd – the one who leads, guides, feeds, protects 
and seeks the lost sheep. By his declaration, Jesus takes up God’s mission in the 
world. He claims that his very life and work is an act of obedience to God. God, the 
shepherd of course comes out in the 23 Psalm and again the people of Jesus’ day 
could not avoid seeing the direct linkages that Jesus was making with God. No 
sacrifice is too much for the good shepherd who would lay down his life for his 
sheep. Such was Jesus’ mission. In contrast, the hired hand runs at the first sign of 
danger. The hired hand is concerned with monetary gain, expends the minimum 
amount of work needed to care for the sheep and will not risk life or limb for the 
sake of the sheep. 
Thirdly, the good shepherd does not merely care for the sheep, but also gathers 
the flock. In John’s understanding, those who see, hear and believe in Jesus 
belong to the community; thus the door is wide open to the outcastes of the day – 
sinners, lepers, women, Samaritans, tax collectors and more.. Jesus is concerned 
for the individual welfare of each sheep (knows each by name) and for the 
communal destiny of the flock (gathers them into the fold). There is also the sense 



that the flock knows the shepherd’s voice and responds to his call positively. Much 
of this imagery is lost in our city environment today as well as with our huge sheep 
runs where maybe a few hand reared sheep are known. The rest are part of the 
masses bred for wool, meat and breeders. Possibly this says something to us in 
itself of part of the role that the church should be playing in our modern society. 
Reflection on the passage for us today.      
Both the 23rd Psalm and the Gospel for today speak of intimacy and security. 
Firstly, as part of God’s mob there is intimacy in faith as well as security in the 
knowledge that we are part of God’s people 
Secondly, knowing that we are part of God’s flock gives us the assurance of faith 
to be able to share that faith with others and invite them to be part of the 
community. 
Thirdly, we are called to care for each other as God through Christ has cared for 
us. 
Conclusion 
As you know we have a mob of peacocks that live up our way in Narrabundah. 
The other night I listened to the mother peahen calling her chicks to scramble up 
the tree trunk to roost in safety with her for the night. She called in a quiet, soothing 
way as an encouragement to help them scramble up the trunk. However, the tree 
was too tall and the trunk too smooth for the young chicks to make the climb, not 
yet being able to fly. The mother peahen didn’t panic, she simply flew down and 
led them to a smaller tree that offered easier access for the chicks. Again she 
called and they were able to scramble up that tree trunk to roost in safety with her. 
It reminded me of Jesus the Good Shepherd caring for his sheep, his people, for 
you and for me. 
The sheep feel secure to just hear the voice of the shepherd. Through that 
reassurance we in turn may allow the Shepherd’s voice to speak through us as we 
reach out to the lost and hurting that we encounter in our journeying through life. 
Amen 
 
Prayer 
Jesus, Good Shepherd of the sheep, we thank you for your loving care and 
guidance, for your protection and ceaseless love for us. We give thanks that you 
did not wait until we came to you but, like a shepherd searching for lost sheep, you 
came out and found us and brought us home. 
We rest confident of your care, reassured that you are not only love, but that you 
are love for us. For the gift of our salvation, for the gift of your presence in our 
worship and in our daily lives, we give thanks. Amen.       


