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Early last Monday morning as I was eating breakfast and planning a relaxing day off, my 
mobile rang. It was Bishop Isaac Mar Philoxenos of the Mar Thoma Church in India, an old 
ecumenical friend visiting here in Canberra. Could I meet him that morning? After a quick 
shave and throwing on a few old clothes I met Bishop Isaac here at Wesley at 9.00am, and 
we had a good hour of catch-up conversation, he wanting to know about the life and work of 
us here in Canberra and I finding out about his role as Bishop of Chennai in India and about 
the small but growing Mar Thoma church here in Australia.  
 
I brought Bishop Isaac here into the church, and he and the priest with him were impressed 
by our worship centre, and particularly fascinated by our depiction of the empty tomb. They 
took photos. It struck me then that while my friend the bishop and I are poles apart in our 
backgrounds, our culture, and many of our ways of understanding the world, that what 
makes us friends, what ties us together, is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. If it wasn’t for the 
resurrection of Jesus, there would be no way I would ever have met this man from Kerala in 
India, no way I would ever have had something in common with him, our Christian faith, and 
no way I would be his friend and he mine.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus brings people into fellowship together that otherwise would have 
no relationship, no knowledge of each other, no care for one another. Did you hear that 
description of the early church from Acts chapter 4? They lived in a community of close 
friendship and care for each other, they shared their possessions, they sold their 
possessions as needed. And what was at the centre of their life? “With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all”.  
 
Great grace – that’s what flows from the resurrection for the followers of Jesus. It was that 
sense of God’s grace working among them, giving them joy and inspiration, that moved 
Barnabas and others to sell their land or houses and share the proceeds with their fellow 
Christians. It’s knowing that Jesus is alive, that God has defeated the powers of human 
sinfulness, of evil, and of death, that inspires us, feeds our awe and wonder in God, and 
enables us to live with great grace, as Jesus did.  
 
In John’s gospel, when the risen Jesus appears to his disciples, the immediate result for the 
disciples is always great joy and inspiration. In the other gospels the joy takes longer to 
arrive, their first reaction is shock and fear, until they are convinced it is indeed Jesus, not a 
ghost, not some frightening apparition. So when Jesus appears on that first Easter night to 
the 10 disciples sheltering in their locked room, we are told they “rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord”. A week later when Thomas gets his chance, his response was “My Lord and my God”.  
 
The resurrection empowered the early church. It’s the coming to life again of Jesus, after his 
crucifixion, that transforms them, that feeds their faith and their drive to tell others about 
God’s love for them and God’s salvation for them - salvation which is not only from 
sinfulness and evil but also from the permanency of death. The speeches and sermons 
given by the apostles in the book of Acts are full of reference to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus.  
 



In July this year a delegation of leaders of the church from China will be visiting the Uniting 
Church. They will be prominent among many overseas guests at the13th national Assembly 
of the Uniting Church which meets in Adelaide in three months’ time. This is a reciprocal 
visit, after a visit of Uniting Church leaders to China a few months back. These visits herald a 
new relationship between our church and the church in China, a relationship that has hardly 
existed since the Communists took over in China in 1949 - yet it’s the current government of 
China that wants this new relationship to flourish.  
 
Last year the Chinese Government approached the leaders of the church in China with a 
request. They asked the Chinese church to take on a much greater role in community 
services, in welfare work, among the Chinese people – realising that the church’s 
commitment to caring for the poor means it will be more productive, more efficient and more 
effective than bodies set up by government alone. So the Chinese Christian leaders took 
counsel from Christians across the world and worked out that it’s the Uniting Church in 
Australia from whom they can learn most about serving the needs of people in the 
community. So our delegation to China earlier this year included leaders from UnitingCare, 
our overarching community services agency, and the visitors in July will see firsthand how 
we work with government for the good of the Australian community, in aged care, in family 
support services, pre-schools, youth work, counselling, rehabilitation services and so on.  
 
But if it wasn’t for the resurrection of Jesus, this new relationship with China would never 
have begun. Because of Christ’s rising to life on that first Easter day long ago, we are now 
part of a huge worldwide family of faith, a family characterised by enormous diversity, yet 
bound together because of our common faith in Jesus. 
 
One last thing – did you hear the risen Jesus’ response to Thomas when Thomas confessed 
“My Lord and my God”. Jesus said “have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
Friends, that includes us. We haven’t seen Jesus in the same way those first disciples saw 
and knew him. But we too know Jesus, that’s why we’re here in worship today. We know that 
Jesus is alive, that death has not finished him off, that through his gift of the Holy Spirit he is 
here with us, our risen Lord. And we are blessed. We too are offered the great grace which 
the early Christians received and lived, we too are invited to be part of a caring worldwide 
family with people from India, China, from every continent, every corner of the world. We are 
bound together by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  
 
To the glory of God, Amen.  


