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In the grand old Wesley Church in the centre of Hobart, built in 1840 and based on John 
Wesley’s City Road Chapel in London, there are two murals on the sanctuary walls at the 
front of the church. Illuminated in fine Gothic text with lots of swirly decorations, one mural 
contains “The Belief and the Lord’s Prayer”, with the belief being the Apostles Creed; and 
the other is “The Ten Commandments”. This of course is a step up from older churches 
which contained only stained glass windows and paintings, for these two 19th century murals 
obviously require an ability to read.  
 
The Ten Commandments is perhaps the most pivotal text of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
declaring God’s expectations of his people, how we are to relate to God and to each other. 
But I’ve not seen any worship centre built in the past 30 or 40 years that prominently shows 
the Ten Commandments on a wall or in a window for all to see.  
 
So the question is raised as to the place of the Ten Commandments within our Christian 
faith. Jesus gave us only two or three commandments – love God, love your neighbour, love 
one another. So where does that leave the Ten Commandments, are they still important, do 
they still have a place in our Christian life? 
 
My answer is a resounding yes. When Jesus told his followers that the most important 
commandments are to love God and to love our neighbours as ourselves, he added that the 
whole of the Hebrew Scriptures “hang” on these two commandments, that they in effect 
summarise the Old Testament. Jesus never withdrew the Ten Commandments, he never 
said they no longer hold sway. 
 
In passing, let me note that the 4th commandment, to remember the Sabbath day and keep it 
holy, is perhaps the only commandment superseded by the Christian faith. For the Sabbath 
is the seventh day of the week, Saturday, and Christians have made Sunday our holy day, 
our day of rest, because it was a Sunday when Jesus was raised to life again, every Sunday 
is a resurrection day, a mini-Easter, our Christian day of worship. 
 
While each of the Ten Commandments gives us important guidance as to how God wants us 
to live, it’s always an interesting discussion to consider which of the ten might be the most 
important for us today. Is false witness, lying, a key commandment in our day and age? Is 
honouring of our parents the most important today? What about killing, or adultery, or 
misuse of God in relation to swearing? There’s a case for all those, but for me it’s the first 
commandment that is most powerful, most important – “you shall have no other gods before 
me”. 
 
In our western world over the past 50 years belief in God has been diminishing steadily. The 
number of professed atheists has grown, as have agnostics, those who say they don’t know, 
are not sure about God. But I think what happens with many people in our society is that 
something else takes the place of God in their lives, some other aspiration or allegiance or 
even addiction. So the commandment to have no other gods other than the one true God is 
more than pertinent. 
 
Think of people who put material wealth in place of God. The former bishop of Bathurst, 
Bruce Wilson used to refer to Australia’s obsession with “the great god, economy”. 



Continuing economic growth is certainly a mantra if not a god, within our society, a sacred 
cow perhaps. Then there are other “small g gods” like social status or personal power, 
maybe football (especially this weekend), or sport in general, entertainment, personal 
gratification, the latest technology – many are the gods which claim attention and allegiance 
in our world. 
 
It is Jesus Christ who shows us what the one true God is like, the God of Israel, the God who 
releases people from bondage. In his letter to the Philippians the apostle Paul wrote “I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord”. Everything else pales into insignificance compared to what Christ has taught us and 
achieved for us – reconciliation with God and thus reconciliation with each other, peace, 
righteousness, justice, abundant life on earth and eternal life beyond this life. Nothing else is 
ever to be given an allegiance in our lives anywhere near our allegiance to God. “You shall 
have no other gods before me”. 
 
Friends, the Ten Commandments are still in place. If you need advice as to how God wants 
us to live, then look to Jesus, to his teaching, to his constant refrain of calling us to love God 
and to love each other, and if you need a little more detail than that, then the Ten 
Commandments is a further reference point. May we all keep strong in following those 
commandments received over 3000 years ago, for they still declare to us the expectations 
God rightly has on his people whom he loves so dearly. To the glory of God, Amen.  
 
 


