
Pentecost Sunday – 12th June 2011 – Acts 2:1-21 
 
Introduction 
I must confess that as a minister I get to thinking that my role is to keep 
the church calm and cool. If there are crises in the church, my job as one of 
the ministers is to ‘pour oil on troubled waters’, to help everyone settle 
down and settle back into comfortable patterns of being church and not to 
have too much that upsets others. 
Hence being an effective minister is in part, that you react efficiently to 
any crisis and in a non-anxious way sort it out. 
And yet, if today’s lesson from Acts 2 is to be thought through, it’s a good 
time to be reminded that some crises that afflict the church just might be 
generated by the Holy Spirit! We serve a living God, a God on the move, a 
God who seems to be unwilling to have us become too calm and cool, a 
God who keeps assigning us new tasks and keeps showing us new truth 
and new needs.  God doesn’t want us to become complacent, mundane or 
too settled. Yet as a clergy person sometimes I want to protect both myself 
and the congregation, possibly unconsciously and unintentionally, from the 
disruptive incursions of the Holy Spirit! What a dis-quietening thought!! 
 
Story 
Years ago Annette and I witnessed one of the aweful and devastating Ash 
Wednesday fires. I was in Clare in the mid-north of South Australia for a 
meeting and Annette had dropped me off while she went and did some 
shopping. It was an horrific day of around 40 C with strong northerly 
winds. This particular fire began in the rubbish dump at Clare and was 
soon a raging inferno. When Annette picked me up you could see the fire 
front raging parallel with us at the end of the street not more than a few 
hundred metres away. Trees were exploding ahead of the fire storm with 
the super-heated air destroying everything in its path. Nothing initially 
could stop the fire and it burnt for about 12 hours before with wind 
changes it had gone a full 360 degrees and was brought under control 
when more moderate weather conditions prevailed. 
In a sense, the Holy Spirit can rip through a church community causing 
amazing changes to people’s lives. There can be a new burning for 
knowing Jesus as Lord and Saviour and what that means in people’s lives. 



For some that can be frightening, for others enlivening and for some staid 
ministers, confronting! Hence, the ‘dunomos’ from the Greek, the power 
of the Holy Spirit can be quite unsettling for all. Certainly this is the case 
in the early church. The Holy Spirit came with the noise of the rushing 
wind and with tongues as of fire. Quite unexplainable, but life changing to 
the fledgling early Christian community. 
For some they say this was the birth of the church. I tend to look at it as 
the enabling of those who had already committed themselves to Christ. 
 
Reflection/Teaching 
As I thought about both the Acts passage and the 1 Corinthians 12 reading 
on ‘spiritual gifts’ I recalled an article by a fellow called Fred Smith titled 
‘Conducting a Spiritual Audit’. His article began with sharing a portion of 
what had begun as a business meeting but somehow it turned into a 
‘spiritual discussion’. I presume that this meeting had been like a Church 
Council business type meeting initially. This senior executive had asked 
Fred, after a statement for some spiritual guidance. 
The executive said, “In my company I have a CPA (accountant) 
                                  to keep me financially viable, a lawyer to  
                                  theoretically keep me within the law, and I  
                                  see a doctor to hopefully keep me healthy. 
                                  However, I have no-one to assess my  
                                  spiritual condition. Can you give me a  
                                  spiritual audit?” 
This has to be in America was my initial thought as no-one has asked me 
that question in all my years of ministry. Sure enough it is an American 
story but it makes a good point. How do we assess our spiritual 
journeying? Today being Pentecost Sunday is a fantastic day to reflect on 
this as the Holy Spirit blows fresh across us! 
Well Fred Smith came up with some spiritual audit points. 
1. Have you maintained a genuine awe of God? 
    Awe is that which inspires, overwhelms or positively         intimidates 
my humanness and convicts me to praise and worship God. On a scale of 
1-10, I being least and ten the maximum, where are you with your awe of 
God? 
2. Do you have genuine joy in your life? 



    This joy comes from a good relationship with Christ. It comes through 
believing in the sovereignty of God, accepting that we are forgiven people 
and that God cares for us. It is a joy in life itself even through personal 
tough times. Again rank your joy factor from 1, which is none, to 10 which 
is exceptional. How are you going? 
3. How is your prayer life going? 
    Do you currently prayer, on a regular basis, for yourself, those close to 
you and for others including world matters. One test could be – ‘Do my 
decisions in life have prayer as an integral part or do I make decisions out 
of my own desires?’ 
So what is your prayer barometer like – 1 for non existent to 10 for 
incredibly consistent. 
 
4. Is my ‘spiritual feeding’ the right diet? 
    Maybe we are starving to death spiritually as spiritual diet includes: - 
devotional time, that is reading around God’s word 
               - sharing with other Christians 
               - reading and hearing about Christian issues 
               - sharing regularly in Christian worship to be built up    
                 as the ‘body of Christ’ 
This ‘spiritual feeding’ may well vary from time to time in your life. So 
how is your diet going? 1 is for non existent to 10 for meeting all my 
needs. 
5. Am I being obedient to God in the way I am living my life? 
    Obedience is largely determined by our relationship with Christ as our 
Lord and Saviour. As we heard last Sunday in the Gospel reading, Jesus 
calls us his friends if we follow him and his commandments in all areas of 
our lives. It is not a Sunday thing but a lifestyle decision. 1 indicates total 
rebellion against Jesus and 10 is sacrificial lifestyle with Christ. How are 
we going? 
6. Do my friends/family/those close to me see Christ at work in my life? 
    This is probably the ‘hum dinger’ and is close to home for all of us. 
Really do people see, by the way I live my life, that I am indeed a follower 



of Jesus? The score goes from 1 for never to 10 which is that you have 
become ‘Christ-like’. 
Well how did you go? With  60 you are Christ and with a six there is 
considerable room for improvement!! Naturally there is no pass/fail in this 
very subjective ‘spiritual audit’. Really it is a bit of fun but there is also a 
reality check within it. 
 
Conclusion 
Pentecost is a time for us to re-assess our spiritual giftedness along with 
our spiritual well-being. We can have some fun doing an audit but maybe 
out of that we need to think about our prayer life, our way of living, our 
obedience to Christ, our devotional life so that we do in fact witness to 
Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live out our faith each day. 
Amen.                           


