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About 38 years ago in Shepparton Victoria, I conducted the wedding of an elderly 
couple. The bridegroom Clem was 83 years old, his bride Myrtle was 81. I particularly 
remember this wedding because Myrtle was my cousin - about a sixth cousin mind 
you - and it was her fourth marriage. She was three times widowed. I remember 
asking Clem a week or two before the wedding what he thought his chances were of 
outliving Myrtle, and his reply was it’ll be worth it no matter what, and in fact he lived 
into his 90s long beyond cousin Myrtle. I also remember one of my brothers asking 
me “where does Myrtle come from, is she a Samaritan?”  
 
Well, old Myrtle doesn’t quite equal the record of our woman at Jacob’s well, five 
times married and then living with a sixth. She’s quite a woman, this Samaritan who 
encounters Jesus. And it’s quite a story, immensely rich in teaching for the woman 
herself, for her town in Samaria, and for us even today.  
 
Let me share what I regard as five major learnings or re-learnings for us from this 
unique meeting at Jacob’s well.  
 
1.  First is the poise and the honesty of our unnamed woman. She’s confronted by a 
stranger, a Jewish man no less, who has the hide to ask her for water, who then 
engages in a very odd conversation about living water and eternal life, and then 
reveals he knows all about her. But she’s not fazed, she’s not offended, she 
responds with complete honesty to Jesus, she asks questions that demonstrate 
considerable inner strength, and then she responds with a growing faith that maybe, 
just maybe, this strange man might be the long-promised Messiah. There’s 
something here for us about being unafraid in our relationship with God, about being 
honest with God, about not trying to conceal anything from God, and about God’s 
acceptance of our persistent questioning.  
 
2. Second is Jesus’ knowledge of the woman at the well. His awareness of her 
previous marriages and her current relationship comes not from any human prophetic 
insight but from God’s complete knowledge of everything - “omniscience” is the 
technical term. Psalm 139 spells this out “O Lord you have searched me and known 
me, you know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far 
away and are acquainted with all my ways”. Our Samaritan woman proclaimed to her 
neighbours “he told me everything I have ever done”. God knows what we are like, 
who we really are - a rather scary thought, which must immediately and thankfully be 
followed by our awareness of God’s understanding, God’s compassion, God’s 
forgiveness, God’s love.  
 
3. Third is Jesus’ revolutionary teaching that God may be worshipped anywhere. 
Temples, holy mountains, cathedrals and churches have their place, but God is Spirit 
and God can be worshipped in spirit and in truth, anywhere, everywhere. Prior to 
Jesus, the Jewish religion required people to visit the temple in Jerusalem, as if God 
was chiefly resident only there; and the Samaritans worshipped on their holy 
mountain near to Jacob’s well, believing that was God’s true dwelling-place on earth. 
But now there is no requirement for us to make pilgrimage to Jerusalem or Rome or 



Mecca, for God is Spirit and God is everywhere - “omnipresence” is the technical 
term.  
 
4. Fourth is the fact that this Samaritan woman, after encountering Jesus, finds 
herself excitedly needing to share the news. She leaves her water jar, rushes back 
into town and gathers a curious and intrigued crowd of people to meet Jesus. This 
man “cannot be the Messiah, can he?” We’re told a few verses later that many came 
to faith because of her testimony. When we come to know God, to experience God’s 
love, we cannot remain silent about it. It’s uplifting, it’s inspiring, it is news that has to 
be shared. It’s news that has to be lived.  
 
5. My fifth learning or re-learning for us from this fascinating encounter is the most 
important. It’s what Jesus says about “living water”. Jesus says he has living water to 
give to her, and then says his living water is for everyone, and it will “become in them 
a spring of water gushing up to eternal life”. He’s speaking of course in spiritual terms 
about the reality of God’s gift offered to everyone - the gift of God’s love, forgiveness 
and peace, the gift of abundant life on earth in the here and now and of life eternal 
with God in love and peace beyond this life. Our receiving of this gift in faith is our 
drinking of God’s living water.  
 
Let me tell you about two pastoral conversations I’ve shared in in the past week or 
two - noting that Ian Morse has given me permission to speak of these in today’s 
sermon. Eleven days ago I visited Joan Morse. It turned out to be her last good day 
before she died this past Wednesday. Towards the end of our conversation, in which 
she had freely and honestly spoken of knowing she would die soon, I asked her 
“Joan, do you have a sense of God caring for you?” Her immediate reply was, “Yes, 
of course, all the time.” Joan’s faith, Joan’s knowledge and experience of God’s love, 
was longstanding and deep. Then on Wednesday afternoon, just 2 or 3 hours after 
Joan died, I mentioned to Ian that reply of Joan’s a week earlier, and Ian then went 
on to say he regards God’s love as like a waterfall, an unfailing pouring out of love in 
which we can stand and soak and rejoice. Oh wow was my response, for living water 
is at the heart of this week’s gospel passage.  
 
A waterfall of love. It’s a beautiful image. Water is the very stuff of life, without it we 
could not exist. So it is with God’s love, without it life is only a bare existence, without 
God’s love there is no gift of that abundant life on earth which knows God’s loving 
presence every day, and without God’s love there is nothing beyond this life to look 
forward to, no gift of life eternal in love and peace, with God. It’s living water, it’s the 
water of life. 
 
To the glory of God, Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


