
Epiphany 2 – “Come and see” – 16th January 2011 - DT 
 
John 1: 38-39    John said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” When  
                          the two disciples heard him say this, they 
                          followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw 
                          them following and asked, “What do you  
                          want?” They said, “Rabbi where are you 
                          staying?” “Come,” he replied, “and you  
                          will see.” 
  
Encountering John  
Our Gospel for this second Sunday after Epiphany is itself an epiphany. From the 
beginning, everyone is trying to figure out who Jesus is. Of course, in a sense, so are we 
so we listen intently as John the Baptist identifies Jesus at his baptism. Today we focus on 
what immediately follows John’s account of Jesus’ baptism. Last Sunday we looked 
specifically at Jesus’ baptism in Matthew but today we move forward to the outset of his 
ministry. 
Hence, it is the call of the first disciples that we look at and possibly this may lead to a 
reflection time for us to think about how we became a Christian and why we are in church 
today. More of that later. But for now let us examine the call of those first disciples. 
 
Middle 
John the Baptist’s disciples follow Jesus then Jesus speaks his very first words in John’s 
Gospel: “What are you looking for?” Jesus says to them. John’s disciples follow this with a 
question of their own which seems quite odd: “Where are you staying?” 
Jesus has asked a penetrating question; the would be disciples follow with what appears 
to be a question quite out of context about Jesus’ residency. John’s Gospel is full of 
strange responses. However, in this instance, it is likely that the disciples are trying to 
figure out something about Jesus. 
It may well be like us saying to some-one, ‘Where’s home for you?’ In Canberra many 
people come and go and are from a variety of places. When I’m asked: ‘Where are you 
from?’ I respond by saying that I’m originally from South Australia but I’ve now lived in four 
states and a territory. That doesn’t tell people much but it is a little about my transient 
adulthood. In Jesus’ time, if you could discern where some-one’s hometown was, you 
would automatically know a little about them. You would know the tribe, you would know 
possibly the trade, such as Jesus, son of the carpenter Joseph, of Nazareth. Possibly 
there would be family connections etc. So the question may not be as strange as we 
originally thought. 
Jesus responds to their question with a personal invitation:  
“Come, and you will see.” In a sense it was an invitation for them all to get to know one 
another better. At the outset of ministry, Jesus builds relationships which are a feature of 
his ministry. Jesus’ invitation of ‘come and see’ is the equivalent of ‘follow me’ in the other 
Gospels.  
However there is also the possibility that these words are quite prophetic. The initial ‘come’ 
is followed by ‘and you will see’. The disciples are called to ‘come/follow’ and there is a 
sense that later they will ‘see/understand’ what discipleship is all about. 



It reminds me of parenting: the baby has come, now you’ll find out what parenting is all 
about!!! 
Implied for the disciples is that some first follow and then learn who Jesus is and the 
demands of that discipleship.  
This is the way of John’s Gospel – the disciples stumble after Jesus and only later, along 
the way, do they gradually perceive who Jesus really is. 
Perhaps the Christian faith is one of those experiences that you really understand only 
from the inside out, as a committed, active disciple. An interesting thought, and possibly 
the reason that it is difficult to be a Christian without fellowshipping together. 
 
Story 
Many years ago, I remember a man beginning to attend church with his wife. She had 
been a Christian for some time and he became a believer, giving his heart to the Lord. 
However, much later as we talked together when we knew each other a little better, he 
made the comment to me: “If I knew how hard it was to be a Christian I’m not sure that I 
would have accepted the invitation. He had answered the “Come” and had only learnt later 
“and you will see”. For some it is not easy following Jesus, especially those who have had 
to change much in their lives. For Phil, he had been a philanderer, lacked honesty in 
business dealings and generally his life had left a bit to be desired from a Christian 
perspective. Hence it was a huge change he had to make to follow Christ. The ‘come’ he 
had understood, but the changes with Christ were monumental and difficult – but what a 
witness to what Christ can do in some-one’s life!! 
 
Reflection   
Near the beginning I mentioned that this passage calls us to reflect upon our own 
‘epiphany’. How did we come to know Christ? What brought us to church? (for some it was 
their parents and they’ve never left!) Why are we still part of the church today? Rhetorical 
questions that no doubt evoke a variety of responses as we are all different and carry with 
us different experiences. 
For me, it was the faithful witness of family and friends that made me hear Jesus’ call.  
Certainly I was one of those that understood the ‘come/follow’ but never had any idea 
where that would lead. 
Amazing where ‘the come and you will see’ has led me, even to here!!  
 
 
       
 
  


