
 
The Story of the baby Jesus – a jealous King, wise men and the need to escape, 
as told in Matthew 2. -  26 December 2010 – Christmas 1 
 
Introduction 
What do you say the day after Christmas, I asked myself, as I prepared today’s 
worship. It’s all been said and we have yesterday’s festivities making us a little weary 
for worship today! Yet as I re-read the well known passage of Matthew 2 I realised 
afresh the amazing content of this chapter. 
There is:  - a guiding star 
                 - wise men from the east 
                 - gifts for a king of gold, incense and myrrh 
                 - a local ruler incensed by the thought of another king 
                 - there follows blood shed as children are slaughtered 
                 - Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus escape as asylum seekers 
                    to a foreign land – Egypt 
                 - then there is the returning to their homeland and to the    
                   town of Nazareth 
                 - in amongst all this are dreams and prophecies fulfilled 
Amazing what happens in one chapter of the Bible. While today’s Lectionary reading 
only picks up the second half of Matthew 2 I felt we needed to hear the whole chapter 
as it tells a vital part of the story of Jesus’ infancy which we often overlook stopping 
at the manger scene rather than seeing all the drama surrounding his early childhood. 
Matthew 2 can easily be divided into four sections: 
     - vss 1-8 have the Magi following the star to Jerusalem and a   
       conversation with Herod 
     - vss 9-12 the Magi continue to follow the star to Bethlehem and 
        bring their gifts to the Christ-child before heading home  
        without telling Herod where the baby is to be found 
      - vss 13-18 recounts Joseph’s dream and the escape to Egypt as  
        well as Herod’s revenge seeking to kill the Christ-child 
      - vss 19-23 speak of the family’s return to the land of Israel 
Through all this dreams guide Joseph and the Magi and numerous prophecies are 
seen to be fulfilled. 
 



The Story Expanded 
Up to the time of Jesus the biggest name and the most revered in the remarkable story 
of the Jewish people was of course Moses. While Abraham and King David were and 
are huge in Jewish thinking it   
was Moses who was paramount. Moses was the warrior Saviour of the nation who 
delivered his people from slavery in Egypt. Moses was the special person who spoke 
with God face to face and came away unscathed. Moses was the remarkable law-
giver who shaped the Hebrew tribes to do what was right in the eyes of their God, 
Yahweh. 
It was Moses that led the people towards the promised land and prepared them for it. 
However, for Matthew, the purpose of his Gospel is to show Jesus as the fulfiller of 
Hebrew prophecy, as the promised one of God, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Hence right 
from the outset of the Gospel of Matthew in chapter 1, we have the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, going back all the way to Abraham and this continues with prophetic 
fulfilment in chapter 2. 
Matthew deliberately emphasizes the parallels between Jesus and Moses and places 
Jesus above Moses. 
We see this in the following: 
        - Moses was born at a time when Egypt’s king had ordered the  
         death of every new born Jewish boy in the land. When Jesus  
         was born king Herod ordered all infant boys in Bethlehem,  
         up to the age of 2 years, to be killed 
       - Moses escaped the slaughter by the providence of God, who  
         had larger plans for him. Jesus also escaped the slaughter, by 
         the providence of God who had greater plans for him 
       - Moses, the liberator, led his people, under the cover of  
         darkness, to make their escape. Joseph takes Mary, in the  
         middle of the night, to make their escape to Egypt 
       - when the time was right, Moses led his people out of Egypt  
         towards the Promised Land. When the time was right, Joseph 
          brought Mary and Jesus back home to the Promised Land. 
There is no doubt that Matthew wanted his readers to notice these parallels – these 
would have caught their attention. 
But even more so the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies which are sprinkled 
throughout the Gospel but are very evident in today’s passage. 
We read: - Herod asks his own chief priests and teachers of the law  
                   about where the Christ is to be born and they tell him in  



                   Bethlehem in Judea. There follows then the quote to show 
                   the prophecy: “But you Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
                                              are by no means the least among the  
                                              rulers of Judah; for out of you will come 
                                              a ruler who will be the shepherd of my  
                                              people Israel.” From Micah 5:2 
                  - then there is the reference to Jeremiah 31:15 in relation 
                    to the children being killed: 
                               “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great  
                                 mourning. Rachel weeping for her children and  
                                 refusing to be comforted because they are no 
                                 more.” 
                   - also there are the guiding dreams for both the Magi and  
                     Joseph where they are directed as to what to do. The  
                     Magi to go home by another way and Joseph initially to 
                     flee to Egypt and then to return when it is safe. 
These prophesies and visions set the scene for Matthew to proclaim the greatness of 
Jesus and that he is indeed the one promised of God. 
 
Reflection for ourselves 
Beyond these comparisons between Moses and Jesus and the fact that Matthew sets 
the scene for the rest of the Gospel, particularly in his first two chapters as to ‘who 
Jesus really is’ I noted again the fact that Joseph, Mary and Jesus were, for a period 
of time, asylum seekers, exiled from their own country. 
It reminded me to reflect upon our treatment of asylum seekers, particularly in the 
light of the recent Christmas Island tragedy with so many killed and to wonder 
whether there is a far better way to handle this situation where people, in their 
desperation, are killed trying to reach out for the possibility of a better situation. 
In 2000, ten years ago, Bruce Prewer wrote the following titled: 
 
           Refugees 
Like boat people, at the midnight hour, 
they flee their coast, hiding far from homeland 
and the massacres of foul men intent on holding power 
at any cost. 



I see them arrive on our land’s wide shore, 
to be seized by authority and summarily consigned  
to remote detention camps where hope soon turns sour 
into futility. 
After two harsh years their case is heard 
by keepers of my nation. 
Mary, Joseph and the Child are despatched back 
to King Herod who strokes his beard  
with expectation. 
 
I don’t know the answers but I do know that we are less than humane in much of our 
treatment of refugees and asylum seekers, most whom have been traumatised by what 
they have been through. 
I have been on one such refugee boat out from Darwin bringing in Kurds from 
southern Iraq back in 1999 when I was doing some Navy work – more than 70 of 
them on a boat that should have had less than 10 on it. They had to take turns to 
sleep, and there were no ablutions available except over the side or a bucket. Most 
were Christians and had fled the persecution for both their faith and their background 
as Kurds. 
May we have room in our hearts for the asylum seeking Christ-child and his family 
along with those who are the modern day asylum seekers. Amen! 
 
Prayer 
Loving God, from whom every family on earth receives its hope, please infuse into 
us the faith which sustained Mary and Joseph. Pity our vulnerability and enable us to 
see your saving hand in all events. Give us a heart for those on the edges of our 
society and particularly the asylum seekers trying to come to our country. Lead us all 
from danger to safety and, at the right time, from our precarious environment here 
into your eternal kingdom. 
This we pray through Jesus Christ, born in a manger, refugee in Egypt, yet our risen 
Lord and Saviour. Amen!  
                  
    
                            


