
Luke 12: 32-40  “Do not be afraid”  Wesley – DMT 2010.08.08 
 
Introduction  
In our society today there seems to be much to fear. 
Some fear is real and some is built up by the media that leads people not to be 
trusting of others. We fear: 
  - terrorism and war 
  - the economy imploding 
  - global warming and the effects 
  - unemployment 
  - poverty/hunger/homelessness   
  - disease and death 
  - violent acts against us 
Just to mention but a few things. 
Also you can’t miss the horrors of the world coming to you through the TV with 
scrolled updates rolling across the bottom of the screen. 
Ours is an instant world where we see tragedies moments after they have happened 
in a variety of places. The pictures and the stories are most graphic and we become 
numbed to pictures of bodies blown apart by roadside bombs or the tragedies of 
floods and earthquakes. 
Into this comes Jesus’ teaching offering an extra-ordinary word of hope and comfort in 
an ever increasingly threatening world. 
Middle 
Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom” (Luke 12: 32). 
This is not some ‘whistling-in-the-dark’ comfort, but rather the reassurance that what is 
seen is not all that is, a reminder that the fears attendant upon earthly living need not 
have the last word in defining one’s life. The Gospel weaves a tapestry of claims about 
God (embodied in Jesus and his teaching) around the tenuous thread of human 
existence. God is ‘our heavenly Father’; God’s ‘good pleasure’ is to give the kingdom, 
a treasure that is imperishable. These are reminders of God’s sovereignty and 
gracious protection, along with the promise of the Son’s return, serve as anti-dotes to 
the human problems of misplaced confidence, complacency and fear of an uncertain 
future. 
We are also reminded in today’s Gospel that the things of God are to be given the 
most urgent priority in our lives. Neither fear nor worldly distraction is to lure us away 
from God’s tender, attentive care. We are also called to stand ready, prepared and 
waiting to receive the gift of God’s kingdom. 
In a busy, instant and impatient world, waiting for and on God seems an impossibility. 
This is also true is some of the busyness of parish life.  Parish programmes and 
activities are designed to keep people busy and supposedly thereby connected to the 
life of the Church. We’re frightened that if we do not have something for every age 
group people will drift away. Much of congregational life gives the impression that 
Jesus told his disciples to ‘stay busy’ rather than to have confidence in God’s care and 



generosity and then simply wait the day of God’s return with eager and generous 
hearts enjoying the fellowship and friendship of fellow believers. 
Jesus’ words speak a surprising word of comfort to all whose lives are speeding along 
at a frenetic pace. “Do not be afraid little flock, 
                                                                   for it is your Father’s good 
                                                                  pleasure to give you the 
                                                                   the kingdom.” 
Simply said, what comes as a gift does not have to be purchased with one’s wealth, 
hence the faithful are free to lavish this on others in need. Not shame but amazing 
tender concern stands at the core of this Gospel text. 
Here we have an invitation to trust that our future rests in the gracious promises and 
presence of God. 
Images of God 
We have two wonderful images of God presented here. 
Firstly is the image of God’s ‘good pleasure’ in giving away the treasure that ‘does not 
fade or fail’. What an image! The graciousness of God. Even in difficult personal times, 
if we can keep an image of God happily and lovingly offering us the kingdom, it is an 
amzingingly, heartening thought. 
The second image comes from the curious story where Jesus tells of the master who 
returns to his household late at night. To illustrate for the disciples the importance of 
being ready and waiting, Jesus uses imagery not unlike God donning an apron, 
maybe with Master Chef emblazoned on it, and whips up an amazing feast for those 
found to be alert, expectant and waiting patiently. The meal is a ten out of ten. What a 
picture! Can you imagine God at work in the Piper Kitchen whipping up a veritable 
feast, beautifully presented for those waiting faithfully! Maybe I’ve got a little carried 
away there with the imagery but you get the feel for it. 
The Gospel text focuses not on the demands of the overly scheduled life but on a God 
who comes to us in surprising ways to offer comfort, assurance and lasting treasure. 
However, unless God is extremely punctual, arriving in time for our 9am or 10.30am 
worship we may well miss God through our busyness and non focus on God at other 
times apart from during our services. 
Where may we meet this generous God, donning an apron and serving those who 
wait patiently and faithfully? 
It could be in the cafeteria at work, in a hospital waiting room, in offering directions or 
support to a stranger, taking ‘time-out’ to mentor someone or simply having a chat to 
the lonely, the sick or the outcaste. 
Conclusion  
We need to see and accept the compassion of God, revealed in the Christ. We need 
to see the generosity of God who freely offers the kingdom to us. We are called to 
accept the ‘Father’s good pleasure’ towards us and be ready and waiting for the 
blessings freely offered. 
This Lucan passage is a passage of hope and generosity to all who follow Christ, 
knowing that God offers the best to his people – you and me. 
           Amen           


