
Pentecost 10 – St Aidan’s – 1st August 2010 
Theme: “The rightful place of wealth for a Christian” 
                                 Luke 12: 13-21 
 
Introduction 
The centre-piece of today’s Gospel is the parable of the rich fool, a 
person who is more concerned with storing excess riches than striving for 
God’s realm. Framed on either side by Jesus’ teaching, the parable paints 
a vivid image of the dangers of wealth for its own sake. Those who have 
possessions in abundance risk the sin of greed where ‘enough’ is ‘never 
enough’ and more is simply to be hoarded. 
The ‘I, me and mine’ matters more than anybody else. Greed is a problem 
primarily because its focus on the self keeps people from ‘being rich 
towards God’ and ‘rich towards others’. 
The human propensity toward greed stands in striking contrast to God’s 
providential care for rich and poor alike, as well as to the Lukan theme of 
appropriate stewardship of one’s possessions. 
It is timely that as we come towards a Stewardship Campaign in the life 
of the Parish we have this reading. Our theme for our Stewardship 
campaign is “Extravagant Generosity” and the teaching of this parable is 
paramount in what we are advocating through our studies and our 
visionary budget within the parish. Our faith response to God’s 
generosity towards us is all important. 
 
Middle  
We read that the rich man’s barns were already overflowing when again 
he has a ‘bumper crop’ with no place to store this new excess. 
Desiring to keep this bounty to himself, and not being one to concern 
himself with the needs of others, he plans to tear down his old barns and 
replace them with larger ones so as to store up his ever growing harvest 
before sitting back to enjoy his wealth. This farmer stands as a negative 
example for the followers of Jesus: in a sense Jesus is saying: “If you 
want to know how not to live as a disciple, just be like this person.” 
Those who read and hear the parable might ask, what is so wrong with 
storing the overrun of crops? Certainly in my first parish in South 
Australia this was a common occurrence in good years to get them 
through the drought years. While I was in Burra we had four good years 
and the barns were full to overflowing but bad years followed and the 
stored grain and hay was needed. 
To be sure, saving for future material needs is one component of proper 
stewardship of God’s bounty. Appropriate concern for the future is 
balanced, however, with the injunction to give glory to God and to care 
for one’s neighbour, to provide for the poor and marginalised, for those 



without access to the world’s wealth or even to basic needs of survival. 
We should note that the man in this parable demonstrates neither of these 
twin aspects of stewardship – return to God and care of neighbour. 
This individual is totally self-centred with the pronouns ‘I, me and mine’ 
used eleven times in verses 16-19 of Luke12. In a sense, there is no room 
for others, let alone God.  
Throughout Luke’s Gospel, as well as in the development of the church 
over the centuries, the act of giving to the poor, supporting the 
marginalised was seen as part of the discipline of discipleship. 
The man in the parable is so self-centred that there is no-way he can see 
past thinking of himself. All generosity has gone, even though he is 
incredibly wealthy.  
At least two additional issues are at stake. 
First is the reminder that God is the author of life and death, as well as the 
creator of a land that produces food for its inhabitants. In theological 
terms, it is divine providence that has made the excess crops. The 
parable’s protagonist, however, ignores the hand of God in his good 
fortune and focuses only on the benefit accruing to himself. Nowhere 
does he offer thanksgiving to God for the abundance of his land. 
Second, the man seems to have forgotten that all created life is bounded 
by death, a reality that comes to bear whatever the quantity and quality of 
one’s possessions.  In the end, and in his case sooner rather than later, 
death will separate him from his overflowing barns. 
‘You cannot take it with you’ so the popular saying goes, which is quite 
true but is not the point of the parable. 
Rather the parable is a reminder to keep God before us in all things and 
not to be led astray by the acquisitiveness of the world. 
 
Conclusion       
The man in the parable and people who emulate his pattern of life are 
fools for leading isolated, self-absorbed lives, because everything they 
have been given themselves ends with death. Life is not had by the 
possessions we have. Life and possessions are a gift of God to be used to 
advance God’s agenda of care and compassion, precisely for those who 
lack resources to provide for themselves. 
When all is said and done, Luke 12: 13-21 invites me and you to place 
our trust in something more durable than the volatile fluctuations of a 
global economy. Instead of banking on more and larger storage barns, 
God invites all into an eternal economy of Christ’s grace and mercy. That 
is the good news we have to proclaim all the time as Christians.   


