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Acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as the original owners and custodians.  
 
Thank you to the Parliamentary Christian Fellowship, members of Parliament, the 
ACT Churches Council, and the Rector and people of St Paul’s for the privilege of 
sharing the word of God with you at this service today. As I do so, I’m very much 
aware that the church’s prayers across this country, every week, include prayers for 
good governance and for those who are elected to serve in the parliaments of this 
land. We honour our Parliamentarians and we thank you for the service and 
leadership you provide.  
 
In the name of God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The two most important pieces of legislation ever received by humanity originated 
several centuries before Jesus, in the Hebrew Scriptures - “Love God, and Love your 
neighbour as yourself”. The first person to join these two commands and regard them 
as summarising the whole of the Law was either Jesus himself or maybe that lawyer 
who asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. 
 
The lawyer famously goes on in his encounter with Jesus to ask the tricky follow-up 
question “Yes, but who is my neighbour?” and in response he receives the parable of 
the Good Samaritan.  
 
This beautifully crafted story from Jesus really gives two answers to the question - 
first that anyone in need is our neighbour, no matter who they are, no matter what 
their nationality or culture or background; and second, that we should not be so 
concerned about who is or is not our neighbour, but rather be concerned about acting 
as a neighbour, about being a good neighbour always to others, to everyone, as the 
Good Samaritan was.  
 
For Parliamentarians with religious faith I would suggest that these two 
commandments, the summary of God’s Law, should be at the forefront of their minds 
and consciences every day. For Parliamentarians without religious faith I would hope 
that at least the second, Love your neighbour as yourself, recognising that we are to 
be good neighbours to all, is at the forefront of their minds and consciences too, 
every day.  
 
Federal Parliament is faced this year with huge issues - to name a few, the needs of 
Indigenous Australians and the process of reconciliation, climate change and carbon 
reduction, conflicts in the Middle East, Afghanistan and Africa, the national 
consultation on human rights, health and education services. But by far the biggest 
issue facing Australia this year is the economy, how we weather the global financial 
crisis and minimise the damage to Australia and the world, especially to the most 
vulnerable Australians and the most vulnerable nations. 
 
Over the past 30 or 40 years churches across the world have become increasingly 
concerned at how economic development has become the primary goal of 
government. The growth of national and individual wealth has become more and 
more like the golden idol to be pursued at all costs - “mammon” as Jesus called it 



when he taught “No-one can serve two masters…you cannot serve God and 
mammon”.  
 
My church for one, would want our fundamental national goals to be considerably 
broadened beyond that of economic growth. I was fascinated by the comments of 
David Cameron, the Conservative leader in Britain, when in 2006 he said “It’s time 
we admitted that there’s more to life than money, it’s time we focused not just on 
GDP but on GWB - general wellbeing.” Churches have been working on that notion 
for centuries!  
 
Economic growth should never be an end in itself. It is but one part of what leads to 
human happiness - other components are the quality of our relationships, the beauty 
of our environment, the pursuit of justice and equity, enjoyment of the arts, realisation 
of our individual giftedness, and of course our spiritual wellbeing. My church 
welcomes the efforts that are being made to measure true human wellbeing through 
indices that include these wider fundamentals - the Genuine Progress Indicator 
promoted by The Australia Institute for instance, or the Measure of Domestic 
Progress in the United Kingdom. These would be wise additions or replacements for 
the plethora of economic indices that feed the idol of mammon. And they would guide 
us far more effectively on how we can be good neighbours to all.  
 
Love God, love your neighbour as yourself. Friends, one last thought. Jesus’ 
audience who first heard the story of the Good Samaritan was astounded that a 
Samaritan could be a goodie, for Samaritans were the scorned mixed-race people of 
the region. Yet it was the Samaritan who showed them how to be a good neighbour. 
God often surprises us with inspirations and direction from a quite unexpected, 
startling source. In a year when new solutions and new ideas for the world’s ills and 
our national aspirations are much needed, let’s be open to hear from God and from 
God’s people - often the most scorned in society -  as issues are addressed and  
decisions made.  
 
May love for God and love for neighbours predominate in Australia and in the 
Australian Parliament this year. To the glory of God, Amen. 
 


