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Pentecost 5 A June 15, 2008: St Aidan's & Wesley 10.30am 
 
Genesis 18. 1-15, Romans 5. 1-8 & Matthew 9.35 - 10.8 
 
Many any of you recall when and how you were awarded your driver's licence. It is one of 
those 'right of passage' moments in life. 
 
The important preliminary to getting a licence, of course, is learning to drive. Every family has 
a driving lesson story! I remember my sister deciding to come to a complete halt on the 
Princes Highway, which is a road carrying a fairly serious amount of traffic, because our 
father had offered one coaching comment too many during that particular driving lesson. I 
was actually very pleased with his constant coaching, which, at least from my vantage point in 
the back seat, seemed to be warranted! But my sister Helen did not and, at the "stand-still 
crescendo" of her L plate 'wobbly' I sat nervously in that back seat, hoping that father and 
daughter would be able to reconcile differences before the next semi-trailer rounded the bend. 
 
Now, because I think my sister is on our parish sermon email list, and will thus be receiving 
this text; I should say that she no doubt had opportunity to observe my own awkward 
moments as a Learner driver some years later. But I did get that happy day, in the end, and I 
certainly remember that terrific 'grown-up' feeling of having control of the car for yourself, and 
by yourself. At that time, perhaps for the first time, every new driver needs to know - as a 
matter of your own responsibility - where you want to go, and how you will get there. There is 
all the difference in the world between sitting in a car while someone else sits behind the 
wheel, and needing to make decisions by yourself. ~~~ 
 
Up until this moment in Matthew's Gospel, the beginning of chapter 10, the disciples of Jesus 
have been passengers, and Jesus has been doing all the driving. The disciples have been 
astounded at his teaching and his authority, and they have followed him with an admiring 
courage; but he has made all the decisions; he has handled all the difficult situations; he has 
dealt with the questioners and the religious critics. (To this point) he has negotiated 
everything for them. It doesn't take much imagination to guess how the disciples then felt 
when Jesus told them to go and do as he has done: the preach about the kingdom of God, 
heal the wounded, and confront injustice. 
 
Matthew takes this opportunity to name the twelve disciples of Jesus, these famous 
characters who - if truth be told - we know almost nothing about. And for the first time they are 
called 'apostles'. Apostle means one who is 'sent out'. Jesus is sending them out - to heal, 
and to live for the kingdom; to take responsibility for it themselves. 
 
The number 12, of course, full of meaning. Israel was traditionally based around 12 tribes, 
and it would seem that at the heart of Jesus' own understanding of what his work was to be 
about - at the heart of his work was the restoration of his people; of Israel. These 12 apostles 
were a sign of that dream, and they were to be part of the means whereby the dream would 
be achieved - the renewing of God's people. 
 
Incidentally, this is the meaning of the otherwise puzzling verses 5 and 6, which read: 
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Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no Samaritan town but go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 
 
At first glance they seem most 'un-Jesus like'. We tend to think of Jesus as having come for 
everyone - Jew and Gentile, women and men, the bound and the free? So this statement 
seems wrong… but only until we understand that Jesus appears to have set for himself an 
immediate and urgent task - proclaiming his message to the house of Israel - so that the 
broader mission of spreading God's colourful grace may be carried forward by them. 
 
The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out the labourers. (9.37) ~~~ 
 
The disciples followed that call, and it cost many of them their lives. Maybe that is why the 
Gospels are careful to record their names? It is certainly the reason why we honour them. 
 
Many have since followed the call - have been 'sent out' - to be messengers of the kingdom of 
God. One of them was the Apostle Paul. And Paul is of profound importance in the Christian 
story… the history of the early church, and the explanation of the Christian faith… because he 
- more than anyone else - stumbles, very early, onto the enormous importance of the cross of 
Jesus and its message of Christ's suffering love for the world. Paul writes very little of Jesus' 
life; he writes a great deal about Jesus' death, his resurrection… about the fact that the 
labourers will share in that death and resurrection… and he also writes of the power of 
suffering love to bring renewal to life itself. 
 
His passage from Romans chapter 5, which we have heard this morning, is one that I 
personally feel every labourer can treasure: 
 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 
in our hope of sharing in the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we 
were still weak, at the right time Christ died for [us]. (Romans 5: 1-6) 
 
The call to be among those whom Jesus Christ has sent out brings such challenges that the 
promise that one day the kingdom will come on earth "as it is in heaven" can seem far off. 
The apostles are sent to heal and to confront all that is unjust - all that is evil. But the task is 
mountainous. How can there be an end to war and injustice and hunger? 
 
Paul would tell us that, apart from God, human attempts at peace and justice will be fleeting. 
But prayer, and faithful service in the world by those who abide in Christ, are powerful forces 
for good. 
 
In the church, we should not pretend that our efforts will be great, but coupled with that 
humility, we should not neglect the wonder of knowing, as we do, that there is a divine 
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strength at work in the world. A little like the sap that nourishes the tree, it is largely unseen, 
but it brings life, and renewal. 
 
Late one evening, Dr Martin Luther King answered his telephone. It was 1955. He was in the 
midst of organising the Montgomery bus boycotts which followed the famously courageous 
act of defiance by Rosa Parks, a black woman in the south (who died only recently). 
 
The voice at the end of King's phone said (and please excuse any offence): 
 
"Listen nigger, we are tired of you and your mess. If you aren't out of this town in three days 
we gonna' blow your brains out and blow up your house." 
 
King sat at his kitchen table, overwhelmed, he later said, with dread and with woe. 
 
"I couldn't take it any longer" he wrote, "and tried to think of a way to move out of the picture 
without appearing a coward." 
 
Dropping his head into his hands he realised, only after he had begun, that he was starting to 
pray: "Lord, I'm down here trying to do what is right… But, Lord, I'm faltering. I'm losing my 
courage. I have nothing left. I've reached the point where I can't face this alone." (Marshall 
Frady, Martin Luther King Jr) 
 
In an experience that, he later said, felt like no other, he was overwhelmed by the 
reassurance that Christ would never leave him. Apart from that reassurance, he knew, his 
efforts would falter. With that reassurance, however, no evil could prevail. 
 
We are all apostles of Jesus Christ. Dr King was one of the great ones. We are all "sent out" 
to bring healing, and to seek to put right the injustices of life. And the work is hard, and it can 
test our faith, and it can bring us suffering. But there are no passengers now. So let us 
remember the example of the disciples, of Martin Luther King, and the many others who have 
gone before us. And let us remember, always, the strength and beauty of the message in 
chapter 5 of Paul's letter to the Romans: 
 
Suffering produces endurance, and character, and hope, and that suffering hope will not 
disappoint us; for while we were weak, Christ gave his life, so we may know that goodness is 
stronger than evil, love is stronger than hate, and life is stronger than death. (Desmond Tutu) 
 
It is our privilege to be sent out with that message. Amen. 
 
 


