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Easter 2, 2008.  30 March.  Wesley and St Aidan’s 
 
“these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name”. 
 
 
Today’s passage from chapter 20 of John’s gospel is the end of the gospel proper.  
Chapter 21 is generally regarded by scholars as an epilogue or appendix.  Probably 
the writer John finished the gospel at chapter 20 but a close adviser felt that the story 
of the meeting by the Sea of Galilee and the questioning of Peter were too important to 
leave out and that episode was added . 
 
So the meetings in the closed room are the end of the main story.  It was a dangerous 
time for the disciples as they were known to be friends of the executed man. They 
could have been punished as collaborators. Then Jesus returned from the dead and 
commissioned them to continue his work in the world.  That was scary.  They were to 
take over and hand on the message of true life.  Thankfully they did – or we wouldn’t 
be here today. 
 
The first words Jesus spoke to the disciples were “Peace be with you”.  Then he 
showed his hands and side.  The wounds proved that he was  the same Jesus whom 
they had seen crucified.  The words could have been a standard greeting but in this 
situation were much more solemn.  The disciples would have remembered the time  
not long before when he said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 
them be afraid”.  Jesus’ peace was not ephemeral like that of other people.  Now that 
he had risen from the dead he gave his lasting peace to the disciples. 
 
Then Jesus commissioned the disciples to carry on the work he had been doing.  Just 
as God the Father had sent Jesus, so Jesus sent the disciples.  There was a direct 
passing on of the mission.  But the disciples were not divine as Jesus was so they 
were given the gift of the Holy Spirit to be with them and guide them.  Jesus breathed 
on them to give them the Spirit.  Remember how God’s breath had brought life to 
people in the past history of Israel.  In Genesis chapter 2, God breathes into the 
nostrils of the man fashioned out of dust of the earth to give it life.  Only three weeks 
ago, we heard the story of the dry bones of Ezekiel’s vision and how they were 
brought to life by breath bringing the spirit.  So Jesus’ breathing on the disciples was a 
momentous occasion.  From this time on, their lives would be different.   
 
But didn’t the gift of the Holy Spirit happen at Pentecost?  The leading biblical scholar, 
Raymond Brown, thought that this gift of the spirit was a recounting of the same 
occasion as Luke told of in Acts.  As so often happened in the gospel stories, 
particular incidents were placed at different times in different gospels.  So John put the 
gift of the spirit shortly after the resurrection and Luke put it 50 days later at the time 
we call Pentecost.  But both were after the resurrection and in both cases, the role of 
the Spirit was to represent Jesus in the world. 
 
Jesus went on to tell the disciples that they should forgive sins.  Brown says that the 
commissioning to forgive sins could be paraphrased as “when you forgive … sins, at 
that moment God forgives those sins and they remain forgiven”.  But notice too that 
the commissioning is performed for the group as a whole.  Jesus commissioned a 
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community of believers.  Christianity is a faith which needs to be practiced in 
community. 
 
Faith in Jesus Christ is a gift.  Clearly the early church had some sceptics and so the 
story of Thomas was given to spell out just what is intended by belief in Jesus.  
Thomas had been a faithful, even dogged, disciple.  When Jesus decided to go back 
to the country he’d just fled in order to raise Lazarus, it was Thomas who led the 
disciples to accompany him.  Thomas wasn’t there on the first evening and so 
probably said something like ‘It’s all very well for you, you’ve seen him but I haven’t.  
How do I know this man isn’t an impostor?’  A week later, Jesus invited him to touch 
the wounds.  Just seeing them appears to have been enough for Thomas to believe 
and claim Jesus as Lord and God.  We are not told that he actually touched the hands 
or side.  What he did was to express the faith of the whole community – Jesus was 
their Lord and he was God.  Jesus then blessed all those who believed without seeing.  
That was important for all those who came afterwards who had no chance of seeing.  
As the writer John said, he had written the accounts in the gospel so that those who 
read it “may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name”. 
 
These words send us back to review the whole gospel.  We start with the beginning “In 
the beginning was the word  and the word was with God and the word was God”.  
Jesus was that word who “became flesh and lived among us”.  And now at the end of 
the gospel, one of the disciples claims Jesus as God. 
 
We think about the whole gospel and just what were the critical points in Jesus’ 
ministry.  We remember the importance of a full life.  We think of the Samaritan 
woman to whom Jesus spoke of  living water.  And we remember the “I am’s”.  I am 
the bread of life;  I am the light of the world;  I am the gate;  I am the model shepherd;  
I am the resurrection and the life;  I am the way, the truth and the life;  I am the vine.  
In all of these, Jesus was telling the people of his role in the world.  In his mission 
Jesus was the source of eternal life, the means through whom people find life; he led 
people to life; he revealed the truth and he nourished their life.  Jesus could do all 
these things because he and God were one. 
 
Jesus’ whole ministry was one of bringing life in abundance to people.  He healed 
people, he taught them God’s ways.  He taught how to live a life that is not a spiritless 
one bound by rules and regulations.  He opened up new horizons for people.   
 
Faith in Jesus is a gift from God.  But there are huge responsibilities placed on the 
disciples and on all who believe and would follow.  Just as Jesus had lived in perfect 
obedience to the Father, so, too, should the disciples following the commissioning.  
And so too, should all who believe in Jesus and wish to follow in his steps. 
 
Healing and new life are not easy.  When Jesus healed a blind man or a cripple, those 
people had to find a new way of living.  Up until then, they had eked out a living by 
begging.  What trade would they take up once they were healed?  There would be a 
lot to learn and other people might not accept them willingly. 
 
The disciples had to find a new way to live.  Until then they travelled with a leader.   
They could refer problems to Jesus.  Now the buck stopped with them.  They were told 
to continue Jesus’ mission.  For some of them that meant moving to new countries and 
starting new communities. 
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Starting a new life in Jesus is not a once only thing and then we live happily ever after.  
A new life in Jesus is something we have to work at for the rest of our lives.  At every 
age we can learn more of God.  Our life will deepen.  A shallow trivial life is not a life 
lived in the faith of Jesus.  There may still be real difficulties and pain.  What is 
different is that the Spirit dwells in us and we have confidence that God will be with us 
no matter what happens.  As a result we can live with passion. 
 
When we live a life of faith, we see things in different ways.  Jesus spoke to the 
Pharisees after healing the man blind from birth.  He made it clear that he was 
interested not only in healing those who were physically blind but also those who were 
metaphorically blind.  In faith we learn to see God’s world differently.  We learn to see 
relationships differently.  We learn to love in a deep sense. 
 
Sometimes as our faith deepens, we feel called to change our jobs or our way of life.  
Sometimes we continue as before but the way we approach our work and life is 
different.  We find that we encourage others in their Christian endeavours.  We are 
part of a Christian community in which we support and encourage each other in the 
various things we do.  We live with a passion for God’s creation and work to conserve 
it.  We care with a passion for other people and work for justice.  We praise God for 
the gift of faith, for Jesus and the Holy Spirit and we live with passion.  
 
Remember the commission Jesus gave to his disciples and which is given to each of 
us who believe: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you”.  And reflect on the last 
words of today’s reading:  “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name”.   Amen. 


