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The city walls that surround Jerusalem today were built in the 1530’s by the Sultan, 
Suleiman the Magnificent. But they were built mostly on earlier foundations and a 
good part of them trace the same route as the city walls of Jesus’ time.  
 
Along the eastern wall of the city, across the valley from the Mount of Olives, lies a 
gateway into the city which has been sealed for centuries. It’s known as the Golden 
Gate. Archaeological diggings have discovered huge stones in the foundations of this 
gate, which can be dated to the walls built by Nehemiah, in the 5th or 6th century BC. 
In the time of Jesus, the gate gave direct access to pilgrims arriving in Jerusalem and 
entering the Jewish temple built by Herod the Great. It is this gate which Jesus used 
on Palm Sunday, riding on the young donkey down the slope of the Mt of Olives, 
across the deep and narrow Kidron Valley, through the gate and into the temple 
courtyards. 
 
The Golden Gate has been closed up for nearly 1200 years, since 812AD. Why? 
Because for Jews, Christian and Muslims it has far too much religious significance to 
allow it to be open for general use.  
 
For those of Jewish faith, still waiting for the Messiah or the Christ, not believing in 
Jesus, the Golden Gate is the entry point which the long-awaited Messiah will use to 
enter the holy city and to inaugurate the kingdom of God in its fullness. To have the 
gate open would allow too many people to claim to be the Jewish Messiah.  
 
For ancient Christians, the Golden Gate is the location for the day of judgment. In 
Biblical times courts were convened at the gateways to cities, and judgments were 
announced there. Now, because Jesus had entered Jerusalem through this gate, and 
because the gospel of Luke and the book of Acts tell us Jesus ascended to heaven 
from the Mount of Olives, just across the valley from the Golden Gate, so it came to 
be believed that Jesus’ return would take place here, on the Mount of Olives, and the 
judgement that would follow his second coming would take place at the Golden Gate. 
Keeping the gate shut, in the mind of ancient Christians, hopefully holds off that 
frightening day of judgment.  
 
Many Muslims also regard the Golden Gate as the place of judgment. The gate has 
two archways, and in Arabic they are named the Gate of Mercy and the Gate of 
Judgment. In ancient Muslim belief therefore, this is where Allah will appear on the 
day of judgment and where he will divide people into two, showing his mercy to some 
and his judgment to others.  
 
One fascinating fact is that immediately outside the gate, spread across the slopes of 
the Temple Mount, the Kidron Valley and the Mt of Olives, are old cemeteries, 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim. The dead have been lodged here in large numbers 
over the centuries, ready and waiting for the resurrection from the dead when the last 
day arrives. The Golden Gate is one of the most significant religious sites in the 
world.  
 



Psalm 24 was written hundreds of years before Jesus. It speaks of the entry of God 
into the temple, and may date back to the time in the 10th century BC when King 
Solomon ceremonially processed the ark of the covenant, the sacred chest which 
contained the two stone tablets of the ten commandments, into the newly built 
temple. This symbolised God coming through the gates of the city, the Lord of hosts, 
the king of glory entering his earthly house, into the holy of holies in the Jerusalem 
temple.  
 
But ever since that first Palm Sunday, Christians have applied this psalm to the entry 
of Jesus into Jerusalem, through the Golden Gate, entering to a glorious welcome by 
hosts of people, as a Messiah of peace and love. Jesus, that day, was greeted as a 
king, as the Son of David, as the One coming in the name of the Lord, as the long-
awaited Messiah from God.  
 
Of course in the following days some if not all of that welcoming crowd changed their 
tune. They may have hoped that Jesus was going to miraculously liberate them from 
the Romans, ignoring the fact he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, symbol of peace. 
They misunderstood what sort of a Messiah he was. Jesus was on about far more 
important liberations, over the power of sinfulness and evil, even over the power of 
death. We, with the benefit of centuries of contemplation of these events, recognise 
what Jesus was doing that first Palm Sunday, entering the holy city through the 
Golden Gate, going to meet his suffering and death and the glory beyond.  
 
Listen again to this expression of the faith, using the words of Psalm 24, from 
Handel’s Messiah.  Jesus is the king of glory! 
 
 
Service goes on with this excerpt from The Messiah: 
 Lift up your heads O ye gates; and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors; 
          And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this king of glory?  
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle 
Who is this king of glory?  
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.  

 
 
 
 


