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Pentecost 10 C 
Rev Peter Walker 
August 5, 2007: Wesley 9.00 & 10.30am 
Luke 12. 13-21 
 
Luke today is talking about what it is to be wise, and how those who we tend to think of as 
wise and successful may in fact be fools - ourselves included.  This parable about wisdom 
and foolishness is set in amidst a series of sayings about the peculiar power of 
possessions to destroy a life.  There is a wise way to approach owning things, we are being 
told, and a foolish way. 
 
Covetousness, or the love of the things we own, is a violation of the law of Moses (Exodus 
20.17), as Jesus' listeners will have known, and it is roundly condemned by the Prophets 
(eg Micah 2.2).  It is also addressed by the leaders of the early Church.  Paul says that our 
desire to accumulate goods is "serving the creature rather than the Creator" (Romans 
1.25), We also know that today's reading is one among many instances where Jesus spoke 
about our attitude to possessions. 
 
I am not a communist; you will be pleased to know!  But I do happen to think that the great 
god 'Capital' is the stiffest competition that the true God and maker of us all has today when 
it comes to deciding who or what we will worship.  Jesus was surely not too far from the 
mark when he said that it may be easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than it is for a rich person to fully commit themselves to the kingdom of God.  Possessions 
have a peculiar power to ruin our priorities.  And we will live in a society where possessions 
are worshipped. 
 
The thing I like about the parable today is that it isn't just having a bald go at wealth.  
Wealth itself is not the target.  It asks the deeper question. We live in a society where what 
we have has come to symbolise who we are.  Having things gives us a sense of security, a 
sense of well-being, a sense of self esteem and privilege.  We may not readily to admit it, 
but we tend to feel ourselves better people when we can be consume what we want, when 
we want it. In order to live we must have things.  This attitude is soaked into our senses on 
all fronts, from an early age.  We are what we have.  My 8 year old son Sam did a media 
enquiry unit with his whole year 3 class last term.  The kids were asked to watch 
advertisements carefully and then report on the techniques employed to make them feel 
they really had to have whatever it was that the advertisement was selling. I was rather 
glad that he was doing it.  He is a better chance of being wise. 
 
You are what you have…and we all get sucked in by it. Having more must make me more 
of a person; more of a success as a person than I was, and more a success than that 
person over there. 
 
But the deeper question is found in the parable today.  If I am what I have, and I lose what I 
have: Who am I then? 
 
It is a pretty telling question.  Here it is in the parable: 
 
Then [the rich farmer] said, 'I will … pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my gain and all my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him, 'You fool! 
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This very night your life is being demanded of you.  And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not 
rich toward God. 
 
Here is a parable about a rich farmer who seems to have acquired his goods through just 
means.  Nowhere is he accused of any crime.  There is no graft or theft or mistreatment of 
workers.  He hasn't done anything especially wrong, and yet, he is called a "fool". 
 
It is always a shock when we realise that Jesus looks at things differently than we look at 
things. Earlier in Luke's Gospel Jesus says, "What does it profit a person to gain the whole 
world and lose his or her soul?" (Luke 9.25). If truth be told, most of us are actually very 
impressed by those "who gain the whole world".  We are a little bit fascinated by the folks 
who are the most successful, and the most famous.  Yet Jesus views it all quite differently. 
 
Here is a productive farmer, a man we would call an achiever. He is not only a success at 
farming but also at managing his good fortune.  He builds great, secure barns to hold all his 
grand harvest.  He'd probably get an Agriculture Industry Award and yet in this parable 
story Jesus portrays him not as wise, but as foolish.  'What if your life were taken tonight, 
'What good will your possessions then be?' 
 
This is a story, of course; a parable.  Jesus is not talking about a real person.  But real 
people are listening to Jesus, just as we real people are listening to him now.  When the 
time comes, would we want to know that we have been rich with ourselves, or rich toward 
God?  Here is a man who thinks that he can secure his life through his possessions. And 
this, one whom we might call prudent and wise, Jesus says has completely missed the 
point. 
 
One of my ministry friends told me about a discussion he witnessed during the time when 
the Church was talking quite a lot about sexuality.  A number of speakers defended their 
concerns about homosexuality by speaking of its bad effect on families.  Affirming 
homosexuality was supporting something that was bad for families, they said. 
 
Then one person rose and said 'I've never seen a family destroyed by a homosexual. I 
guess it could happen, for various reasons; I don't doubt that it has happened. But I haven't 
seen it. But I have seen dozens of families destroyed by nothing more than simple greed - 
working too many hours, buying too many things, getting too deeply into debt. If you want 
to save families, let's do something about our greed.' 
 
The specifics of that discussion are not important. I am not tyring to draw any inferences 
about homosexuality. But what does strike me is how we all come to view certain ways of 
life, whatever they are, as being wrong, and yet are often blinded from seeing the much 
bigger difficulties that need to be addressed. One is that we have tended not to see how 
pervasive are the destructive effects of a society in love with possessions, so acceptable 
has it become to be, to use the Old Testament language, "covetous". 
 
We are conditioned to think of certain things as immoral. And yet other destructive attitudes 
and behaviours are tolerated - and worse, they are celebrated. 
 
………………………………………… 
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This farmer was a fool, Jesus says, because he thought he could secure his life on the 
basis of his things. Get the possessions piled high enough, deep enough, and that would 
be his ticket to a happy life and his insurance against any difficulty or drama. 
 
 
But the wise question, which needs to be put to this way of thinking, is the one we asked a 
little earlier - the core question of the parable: If I am what I have, and I lose what I have: 
Who am I then? 
 
Will I place my trust in the things I own, or will I place my trust in God? As Paul put it: will I 
spend my life "serving the creature [or] the Creator" (Romans 1.25). Where does my 
ultimate concern lie? 
 
…………………………………….. 
 
I am indebted to my colleague Rev Rex A E Hunt, Minister at St James Uniting Church in 
Curtin, ACT, for the core question within this sermon, namely: If I am what I have, and I 
lose what I have: Who am I then? 
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