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On any reckoning this earth is a beautiful and awesome place. Star-watching on a 
clear night, sailing down a snow-dappled fjord, marvelling at a great herd of antelope 
or elephants, the deep silence of a desert, the intricate orderliness of a hive of bees. 
The author of Psalm 8 experienced this same awe as he pondered God’s creation “O 
Lord, our ruler, how exalted is your name in all the world”. 
 
For the psalmist, the magnificence of God’s creation immediately leads him to ponder 
the extraordinary gift of human life - “When consider your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have set in their courses, what are human 
beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have 
made them but little lower than the angels, you adorn them with glory and honour”. 
From the vastness of the universe to the eminence of human beings to the tininess of 
micro-organisms, God made and loves them all.  
 
Today is Trinity Sunday, the day we recall the Biblical teaching, refined in the first 
centuries of Christianity in the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, of God as three persons 
yet one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Or as we often put it in contemporary parlance, 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. It’s one of the most complex and difficult teachings of 
our faith. 
 
I want simply today to note how each person of the Trinity relates to us human 
beings in ways that endow us with dignity and status. The stories of God the Creator 
tell us that women and men are the pinnacle of creation, and they are given special 
responsibilities for stewardship of creation and their own capacity for creativity - vital 
teachings in these days of climate change. God the Redeemer comes to earth in 
human form, the ultimate compliment to humanity, and shows God’s love for every 
human being, even though it costs him his earthly life. God the Sustainer gifts people 
with particular abilities and talents and offers truth and wisdom (as stated in today’s 
gospel reading) and peace and power to each one of us every day. A crucial 
corollary of the Trinity is human dignity and worth.  
 
Today also happens to mark the 40th anniversary of the Six-Day war in the Holy 
Land. In those amazing few days the Israeli forces took the West Bank, Gaza, the 
Sinai and the Golan Heights, and achieved much greater security for their nation than 
they had known before.  
 
But the Six-Day War actually resolved very little. Since then we have seen thousands 
of Palestinians and Israelis killed and maimed, and relations between them have got 
worse, not better. The suffering particularly of the Palestinians remains a blight upon 
the world, and the ongoing conflict between Palestine and Israel is one of the most 
critical issues undermining the security of the world.  
 
The churches of Jerusalem and the World Council of Churches, of which we in the 
Uniting Church are part, have declared this coming week as a week of International 
Church Action for Peace in Palestine and Israel. In Jerusalem there will be a big 
ecumenical service this afternoon with the 13 patriarchs and heads of churches in 



Jerusalem participating. The 13 church leaders have issued a message for today, 
copies of which are in the church foyer, in which they state “Now we sincerely believe 
it is time to intensify action, particularly through negotiation, to end Occupation, 
establish an independent Palestinian State with borders clearly defined, thus giving 
both Peoples, Israelis and Palestinians alike, human dignity, security and equal 
opportunities”. They quote the Beatitudes “Blessed are the peacemakers” and the 
prophet Micah “This is what the Lord asks of you, act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly with God.” Our reading this morning from Isaiah chapter 9, prophesying that 
the land beyond the Jordan and the region of Galilee will one day be made glorious, 
was chosen by the Jerusalem church leaders for use throughout the world this week.  
 
Of course we Christians need to be very careful and humble when we speak out on 
anything that involves Jewish people, the Jewish faith and the state of Israel. Over 
the centuries Christians have been all-too-guilty of anti-semitism, and parts of our 
New Testament lend themselves too readily to anti-Jewish interpretations. The 
dreadful racism of the Nazis and the resulting Holocaust when millions of Jews were 
killed can be laid in large part at the door of appalling Christian teaching and 
indifference. But human suffering, oppression, injustice should always be named and 
addressed. For the sake of Israelis and Palestinians and for the sake of the world 
every effort must surely be made for peace between Israel and Palestine. A headline 
in The Economist last week read “Israel’s wasted victory - six days of war followed by 
40 years of misery”. 
 
This week church-initiated events are happening not only in Jerusalem but in places 
as diverse as Washington, Cologne, Manila, Johannesburg, Stockholm and 
Canberra, to name a few. We hope for 300 people to join this afternoon’s Peace 
Walk, to show that Christians care for Palestinians who’ve suffered more than 
enough over the past 40 years - some self-inflicted of course - and care for Israelis 
who understandably feel insecure and vulnerable as the world has too often turned 
against Jewish people. I shall be walking and speaking this afternoon, in support of 
peace, for an end to the occupation of the Palestinian territories, for efforts over the 
next 12 months to bring a realistic chance of peace. Of course any such chance 
requires what seem like miracles in terms of attitudinal change from the leaders of 
both Palestine and Israel, but miracles can and do happen.  
 
In this connection it’s worth adding that George Browning (Anglican bishop) and Jim 
Barr (Baptist minister) met last week with the deputy ambassador of Israel to discuss 
our Peace Walk and to ask if the Embassy would be willing to receive an olive tree at 
the conclusion of the Walk, as an expression of our commitment to peace for both 
Israelis and Palestinians. We’ll be presenting an olive tree similarly to a 
representative of the Palestinian community in Australia. The Israeli Embassy has 
declined to have someone present at the Walk, but is allowing us to leave the olive 
tree at the Embassy’s front gate. 
 
Friends, the triune God is a God of reconciliation and peace. As we celebrate Trinity 
Sunday this year, let us recommit to being followers of this God who in Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit wants all people to be able to live with justice, freedom, love and 
peace.  A crucial corollary of the Trinity is human dignity and worth.  
 
To the glory of God, Amen.  
 
 
 


